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HMS Endurance wedges herself into 
the ice while supplying palaeontoto* 
gists of the British Antarctic Survey 
on Seymour island in the Weddef 
Sea. the picture was taken by 
LA(PHOT) Chris Brick from one of 
Endurance s two Lynx helicopters t 
showing the second soon after take- 
off from the ship „ Endurance has 
now ended her annuai Antarctic sur¬ 
vey work and is due back in 
Portsmouth in earty May 


Breakthrough in cruise 
missile firing technique 

A BREAKTHROUGH in technology has 
shown that Royat Navy submarines will be 
able to launch a newer and deadlier version 
of the Tomahawk Land Attack Missile writes 
Dominic Blake. 


Experts in submarine 
weapons have found a way 
to fire America's new verti¬ 
cal-launch Tactical Toma¬ 
hawk missile through a tor¬ 
pedo tube, and if their 
development proposals are 
successful the weapon could 
he fitted in ten Royal Navy 
submarines. 

HM submarines Splendid, 
Triumph and Trafalgar arc 
already equipped with the 
Block III version of the cruise 
missile and il was first fired in 
anger by the Royal Navy when 
Splendid attacked targets in 
Kosovo in 1999. 

After the conflict. 20 missiles 
were procured to replenish 
Britain's original stock of 65 hui 
(he end oT Bloek IB production in 
ihe USA to make way for the next 
generation of Block IV Tactical 
Toma him k means that mi more are 
available. 

Fitting submarines with vertical 
launchers is challenging and expert* 
sive and with mi current plans for 
vertical launchers in the Type 45 
destroyer* on order for the Royal 
Navy, Tomahawks future looked 
uncertain. Hut results from studies 
revealed hv the Royal Navy 
Tomahawk Integrated Project 
Team have shown that the use of a 
purpose-huili capsule inside the 


submarine's torpedo lube will 
altow the new Block IV missile to 
tic launched safely. 

As well as securing the stamMlfT. 
coercive missile capability called 
for in the Strategic Defence 
Review, the breakthrough also puts 
a much more sophisticated weapon 
within the grasp of the Submarine 
Service. 

Target information for Block 111 
missile* currently needs lo be sent 
to submarine* from the Permanent 
Joint HO *n North wood before 
they arc launched but it will be pos¬ 
sible to reiurget the new weapon in 
flight. 

Designers o! the Tactical 
Tomahawk also expect it to 
be able to loiter and send 
back battle damage informa¬ 
tion * a combination which 
allows a recce of the target, 
or several missiles to be 
sent on a mission with the 
last being used to confirm or 
complete target destruction. 

The problem with launching 
Block IVs from a submarine is that 
the new missile has a much lighter 
airframe and is less robust than its 
Block III predecessor. The capsule 
system works by preventing rapid 
water ingress from damaging the 
missile's tail and reducing shock 
during hiuneb, 

Once the Tomahawk has been 
fired from the torpedo tube the 
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Liverpool's fishy chums kick up a stink 


A FREAK plague of dead fish in the Main 
Basin at Rosyth dockyard gave environ¬ 
mental experts a problem of how to tackle 
the overpowering pong. 

Huge shoals of sprats found their way into 
the 60-acre basin when the entrance was 
opened to admit Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Liverpool, due to begin refit. When the caisson 
was closed the sprats were trapped in water 
which was. for them, deficient in oxygen. 

They began dying in their hundreds of thou¬ 
sands and causing a stench (hat sent sailors 
and Rosyth residents reaching for the air fresh¬ 
eners. 


The fish that floated were not so much of a 
problem: gulls took them, or they were 
skimmed off T the surface by employees of 
Babcock Engineering Services which runs the 
yard. It was the fish that sank that caused the 
main offence as they rotted out of reach. 

Divers found there were dead fish lying up to 
more than a foot deep in some areas of the 
main basin near the entrance, and white scien¬ 
tists agreed there was no health hazard, the 
smell was strong enough to be a nuisance, 
Babcock spokesman Drew Ranee told Navy 
News that large shoals of sprats which breed In 
the Forth In winter had probably been chased 


by seals, and had entered the basin when it accelerate decomposition and "digest” the 


was opened to admit Liverpool. 

Dredging was one option being considered 
to solve the problem, but an alternative under 
discussion was to spray the basin with a spe¬ 


cially grown, harmless microbial culture to Fisheries and Food. 


i HMS Liverpool on passage up 
r for refit 


The options and timetable were being 
weighed up in consultation with environmental 
health bodies and the Ministry of Argiculture, 


the Forth to Rosyth 
but she unwittingly brought a 
stinker of a problem in her wake. 


Pay as you 
dine trials 
are planned 
for next year 



A NEW system of Service 
catering which is intend¬ 
ed to ensure that person¬ 
nel pay only for the 
meals they choose to 
buy is likely to be tried 
out next year. 

A iri-Servicc project team 
led by Brigadier Peter Maggs is 
taking a fresh look at the con* 
ccpl of 'Pay-As-You-Dine" 
(PAYD) whose introduction 
was recommended in 1995 by 
the Independent Review con¬ 
ducted by Sir Michael Betl. 

At present daily food charges 
are imposed on Service people liv¬ 
ing-in. the money being deducted 
from pay regardless of what is 
eaten - usually about half the enti¬ 
tlement. 

Since the Belt Report the con¬ 
cept of paying for food which Is 
actually eaten has been under con¬ 
sideration by the Ministry of 
Defence. The PAYD project team 
was formed to devise a system of 
non-ope rational messing which 
meets the Bell recommendation 


Cost-cutting 
bowls over 
MOD dogs 

EVERY dog has its day and 
now Ministry of Defence 
dogs are to get their own 
proper feeding bowls - as 
a cost-cutting exercise. 

Up to now Service 
pooches have wolfed 
down their rations from 
"Basin. Wash' - MOD'S 
designation for what is 
actually a high-specifica- 
tion. metal medical bowl 
which is "extremely expen¬ 
sive”, says the Ministry, 
Now, units which have 
dogs have been told to buy 
commercially produced, 
stainless-steel dog bowls 
which are much cheaper. 
Details are published in 
Joint Service Defence 
Council instruction 33/0 


while maintaining operational 
effect ivcncss. 

The team is undertaking a feasi¬ 
bility study and will probably start 
[mis at a small number of Service 
units. If they go ahead, the trials 
arc expected to start in 21102 and 
continue through the year. 

'‘They will ensure that any re¬ 
commendation has heen adequate¬ 
ly scoped, designed and tested 
said Brigadier Maggs, 

“Unless we are confident 
that PAYD can deliver a bet¬ 
ter, fairer system, meeting 
everybody's needs, we will 
not implement it” 

Simply pulling cash tills in messes 
was not economically viable and 
"would not meet the expectations 
and aspirations of Service person¬ 
nel for a fair and modern catering 
service,” 

The aim of the project is to 
incorporate best practice and offer 
belter and more modem facilities. 

However, there are concerns 
that must be addressed. 


• Among Service people there is 
confusion as to what PAYD means. 
The team is committed to estab¬ 
lishing clear communications in 
order to dispel this confusion. 

• There arc fears that introducing 
PAYD will lead to the disintegra¬ 
tion of the messing system, tn fact, 
the project is aimed at introducing 
“fairness” for Service personnel 
dining in separate mess facilities, 
proposing changes that will main¬ 
tain the current Mess ethos, 

• There is genuine concern 
amongst officers and senior rates 
for the welfare and nutrition of the 
junior rales. U is therefore pro¬ 
posed that there will be a core 
menu on offer, like the one cur¬ 
rently available, and priced similar- 

ly- 

• There are concerns about the 
impact of PAYD on military cater¬ 
ers. ITic reality is that the require¬ 
ment for the number and structure 
of the core military catering man¬ 
power is a matter for the chain of 
command, based on the opera¬ 
tional requirement of each Service. 


The core catering manpower will 
be appropriately employed within 

Whatever system is eventually 
chosen, the team stresses that it 
must be a cost-effective, non-oper¬ 
ational catering service that is 
acceptable to personnel and com¬ 
manders and that is seen as an 
improvement. 

There will be a core menu provid¬ 
ing the necessary level of nutrition, 
leaving it to individuals lo decide 
what they want to cat in addition. 

The chain of command has set 
the requirement for the number 
and structure of Naval catering 
manpower and thai will be unaf¬ 
fected irrespective of the final 
PAYD concept. 

The project team wants to 
receive Service views and has set 
up a website on MOD Web. 
Questions and comments can he 
addressed lo: DLO Andover, 
R«H>m 9, Building 209, Monxlon 
Road, Andover, SP1I 81 IT (tel 
0I2M34H051). 


Service voters 
brought into 
line with civvies 

CHANGES in electoral law mean that Service people can now 
register annually as voters in the same way as civilians. 

The Representation of the electoral registration officers. 


People Act 2000, which came into 
force on February lb, gives mem¬ 
bers of the Armed Forces the right 
to choose whether lo continue lo 
register to vote elsewhere through 
a Service declaration, or to register 
to vote in respect of l heir home or 
other qualifying address. 

Spouses of Service people 
already had the option to register 
as civilian or as Service voters. 

Members of the Forces who opt 
lo vole by Service declaration will 
now have to make ;s fresh declara¬ 
tion every 12 months. Declarations 
already in force remain valid until 
next February. 

Annual re-registration will bring 
the Forces into line with civilian 
voters. Alt eligible voters will now 
receive annual forms directly from 


i per 

registered via a Service declaration 
to register at any time when they 
move home, rather than wait for a 
single annual qualifying date - pre¬ 
viously October. 

That means Service people who 
have not made a declaration will be 
able lo register quicker, so remedy¬ 
ing a longstanding grievance in the 
Armed Forces that its members 
are refused credit on occasions 
because they are no! registered at a 
curreni address on an electoral roll 
when credit checks arc made. 

Service people will be given the 
choice, for security purposes, of 
whether all the details they provide 
should he included in the version 
of the electoral register that is pro¬ 
duced for commercial use - such as 
for banks or other credit institu¬ 
tions. 

More details about the new Act 
are given in General DCI 37AX1, 
and the contact in the Naval 
Service is the Naval Personnel 
Secretariat (Law) on 93H0 27331. 


Prince Philip gets 
close-up of new 
Submarine School 


THE DUKE of Edinburgh 
lakes a pcriscope-cyc view of 
the Navy’s training establish¬ 
ment HMS Raleigh on a visit to 
officially open the RN 
Submarine School on March 2. 

The school was moved from its 
traditional home at Fori 
Blockhouse - formerly HMS 
Dolphin - in January. 

His encounter with the periscope 
came when he inspected the 
school's Dolphin attack trainer. I Lc 
also met staff and students and pre¬ 
sented eud of-coursc certificates to 
eight newly-qualifted submariners. 

While at Raleigh, under the 
Command of Commodore Laurie 
Broken shire, Prince Philip commis¬ 
sioned the new. environmentally 
friendly, gas-fuelled firefighting 
training units. 

He saw a demonstration in the 


damage repair instructional unit - a 
three-deck mock-up of a ship, sim¬ 
ulating emergencies and with the 
capability to roll like a vessel at sea. 

Tlie Prince ended the visit us 
guest of honour at the passing out 
parade of recruits. 

Two days earlier he 
opened the new Joint 
Services Comm-and and 
Staff College at Shrivenham, 
Oxfordshire, hailed as the 
most modem establishment 
of its kind in the world. 

The college, which has been tem¬ 
porarily housed at the Former RAF 
Staff College at BrackueII since ti 
was created four years ago, 
replaces the Joint Services Defence 
College and RN Staff College at 
Greenwich, the Army Command 
and Staff College at Camherky and 
the RAF Staff College. 



Forces in bid 
to cut death 
toll on roads 

IN A BID to reduce the loll of 
deaths and injuries involving 
Ministry of Defence personnel. 
MOD is running its own Road 
Safety Week in parallel with the 
national event in the first week of 
April. 

Each year I he MOD loses more 
of ils people as a resuli of road 
accidents than through any other 
cause, so establishments arc being 
encouraged to observe MOD 
Raod Safety Week to cons tribute 
to fostering safer driving through¬ 
out the year. 

More details are published in 
Joint Service Defence Council 
Instruction 24/01, while further 
information can be obtained from 
Andover Military' ext 2385 or 2967. 
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Hands act 
the sea 

British officer to 
guide US Navy’s 
latest destroyer 


DESCRIBED as the most powerful surface vessel 
ever built T the US Navy's latest Arleigh Burke-class 
Aegis destroyer USS Winston S. Churchill was com¬ 
missioned on March 10 - with a Royal Navy officer 
serving on board. 


Lt Angus Essen high is the 
ship’s Navigator. As a mark of 
the special relationship 
between the two navies, it has 
been declared that she will 
always go lu sea with a British 
Naval officer as part of her 350 
ship’s company. 

u Thi.s is a unique privilege for 
me ami I am elated ami overjoyed 
at getting the opportunity," he said 
Among the guests at the cere- 
mony in Norfolk, Virginia were 
Angus’s father. First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Nigel Esscnhigh, 

"ll is a fitting tribute to the 
memory of Sir Winston that 
the newest ship of an old 
friend and ally should bear 
his name." he said. 

The United States has only ever 
named five warships after foreign¬ 
ers - and this is the first u> lie 
named after a British politician. 
Also present were five former 
commanding officers of HMS 
Churchill, the nuclear-powered 
suhmarine which decommisstoned 
ten years ago - including Cdr Jeff 
Tall, now Director of the Royal 
Navy .Submarine Museum at 
Gosport, Hants. 

The Type 22 frigate HMS 

S inger/songwriter 

Chris de Burgh 
(biggest hit ‘Lady in 
Red ) was invited to dinner 
on board HMS Campbel¬ 
town when the Type 22 
frigate paid a five-day good¬ 
will visit to Dublin. 

LCHEF General' Raton was 
head chef for the evening - his 
last duty after over four years' 
service in the Campbeltown. 

On March 26 the ship was 
also due to hold a St Nazaire 
Dinner, marking the 59th 
anniversary of the raid on the 
Normandie dry dock by the 
first HMS Campbeltown, 
attended by three of the raid's 
veterans. 

Operation Chariot, which 
resulted in the award of five 
VCs (including one for the 
ship’s CO, Lt Cdr S. H. Beattie) 
has been described as the 
greatest raid of all. 

The present HMS 
Campbeltown has kept busy 
lately, heading up ASWEX 
2001, the biggest anti-subma¬ 
rine warfare exercise pro¬ 
grammed for the year with 
ships, submarines and aircraft 
from the UK, France, Spain, 
the Netherlands, Germany, 
Finland, Denmark and the USA 
taking part 

During this period she had 
20 Initial Sea Training officer 
cadets embarked, who 
enjoyed first-hand insight of 
the Royal Navy at sea operat¬ 
ing with a multinational force. 

In May and June the ship 
will undertake a high profile 
deployment around the Baltic. 
BALTOPS 2001 will see her 
visiting Aberdeen, Kotka 
(Finland), Riga (Latvia) for 
British Week, 

St Petersburg, Baltiysk 
(Russia), Gydinia (Poland) for 


Sheffield was visiting Norfolk at 
the lime of the ceremony. After 
shakedown, the **,000 tonne USS 
Winston S. Churchill will he at 
New York for Fleet Week at the 
end of May - where she will be in 
company with the Typo 23 HMS 
Marlborough. 

She will meet up with the 
Marlborough again at the end of 
August, when she will represent 
the US Navy ai the International 
Festival of the Sea at Portsmouth 
(see page 20). From there she will 
sail to Plymouth to take part in 
Operational Sea Training - and 
than make a tour of the British 
Isles with visits to Cardiff, Dublin, 
Be I fas t, t .ivc rpoo I a nd G lasgow. 

Equipped with two helicopters, 
the USS Winston S. Churchill is 
armed with u formidable arsenal of 
cruise and anti-air missiles as well 
as a revolutionary new gun with 
greatly improved range and accu¬ 
racy. 

LI Admiral Essen high presented 
the ship with a silver statuette of 
Sir Winston, showing him waving 
to RN ships during a Fleet Review. 
“I am sure that Winston himself 
would be as delighted as l am to 
know that he is still very much b a 
former Naval person'," he com¬ 
mented. 


Polish Navy Days) and Kiel 
(Germany) for Kiel Week, the 
world-renowned festival of the 
sea. 

In August she will represent 



Singer Chris calls 
on Campbeltown 


the Royal Navy at Archangel in 
Russia to take part in the GGth 
anniversary of the first suc¬ 
cessful Atlantic convoys. 

• Chris de Burgh on 


board HMS Campbeltown in 
Dublin with her command¬ 
ing officer ; Capf Alistair 
Haiiiday. 
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• HMS Illustrious at Glen Malian in Loch Long before the start of the first Joint Maritime Course of the year; pkiuw pchphot) own avrten. 

ILLUSTRIOUS RETURNS 
TO FRONT UNE DUTIES 



• Dan Entwlstte meets his long tost school friend, Leading 
Airman (AH) Steve MacMenemey, on passage to Glen Matlen, 

PKtum. LAfPHOV Richard Mess 


M ms illustrious 

becomes the Royal 
Navy's 'on watch' 
aircraft carrier in April 
after an intensive dock¬ 
ing period, operational 
sea training and the first 
Joint Maritime Course of 
the year 

The ship, commanded by 
Cajii Charles Style, is now 
available for tasking anywhere 
in the worlds oceans at 
immediate notice. 

the transformation of the ship 
from a seaffold-covered 'hulk 1 to 
fully worked up warship has been 
achieved by some extremely hard 
work by her ship's company/ 

The first step was a shakedown 
fortnight (which included a charity 
race night in the ship's hangar) and 
then Operational Sea Teaming 
(QST) itself, which saw the efforts 
of all the ship's company rewarded 
with a Very Satisfactory’ assess¬ 
ment from HOST staff 

What made this all the sweeter 
for HMS Illustrious is the fact that 
it was the second time that the ship 
had achieved the above fleet aver¬ 


age score - the first being in 19% . 
These two occasions have been the 
only carrier VS ATS in that period 
and, it is believed, for some 
considerable lime prior to this, 
Capi Style was naturally delight¬ 
ed, as was Flag Officer Sea 
Training, Rear Admiral Sandy 
Backus, who congratulated the 
ship's company personally at a 


Gear Lower Deck in the hangar. 

After an extended weekend’s 
leave, the ship left Portsmouth 
once more for the north of 
Scotland as flagship to Deputy 
Commander UK Task Group, 
Cdre Roger Ainstey, for the first 
Joint Maritime Course of the year. 

On completion of the JMC the 
ship enjoyed a five-day visit to 


Newcastle ■ the home of her con¬ 
struction in 1982. 

It was the first time that HMS 
Illustrious had back to her ’birth¬ 
place' for some years and both the 
people of Newcastle and the ship's 
company had been looking for¬ 
ward to the visit. 

Before arriving in Newcastle the 
ship welcomed Dan Entwistle 
from Century FM who spent two 
days at sea recording interviews 
with her ship’s company. 

His assignment also brought 
about a bit of a reunion - Dan 
knew that his school friend Steve 
MacMenemey had joined the 
Royal Navy but despite visiting a 
large number of RN ships in the 
course of his work had never man¬ 
aged to track him down. 

Until, that was, he found him¬ 
self on board Illustrious where 
Leading Airman (AH) Steve 
MacMenemey now works as an 
aircraft logger in Flyco! Steve was 
only too happy to fill Dan in on the 
missing years, 

HMS Illustrious is now back at 
Portsmouth Naval Base and will 
remain 'duty carrier’ until she us 
relieved by a fully refitted HMS 
Ark Royal. 



# SMILES: Red Noses worn by S/Lt Tony Hopkins and WOM 
Nanda Ramtohut are dwarfed by the one sported by HMS 
Illustrious during her visit to Newcastle. The Red Nose 
secured the bow of the ship is believed to have been the 

biggest In Britain. Picture Photograph* section. HMS INusIftous 


Carrier sported 
the biggest Red 
Nose in Britain 


HMS ILLUSTRIOUS sported the biggest Red 
Nose in Britain to help raise cash for Comic Relief 
during her visit to Newcastle. 

The five-metre wide nose was fastened to the bow of 
the 20,GOO-tonne ship during her open day on March 17 
when huge numbers of local people took the opportu¬ 
nity to visit. 


Although entry to the 
ship was free, collection 
buckets were placed all 
over the ship and the gen¬ 
erosity of the visitors 
allowed a substantial 
amount to be raised for 
the Comic Relief appeal. 

HMS Illustrious has a 
very special relationship 
with Newcastle as she was 
built at the city’s Swan 
Hunter Yard in 1982 where 
her entry into service was 
completed in record time 
to allow the ship to set sail 
for the Falklands. 

HMS Illustrious arrived 
in Newcastle at 1800 on 
March 13 and came along¬ 
side at Tyne Commission 
Quay. 

During the ship’s visit 
Capt Style paid a coutesy 
call to Clir Charlton, the 
Mayor of North Tyneside, 
and hosted a number of 
official receptions. 

And on March 16, the 
ship hosted a 'Science 


Alive’ Seminar sponsored 
by the Royal Navy for 
school leavers who are 
considering further educa¬ 
tion and careers in 
Science and Technology. 

While the ship was open 
to the public between 1030 
and 1400 on March 17, vis¬ 
itors were able to look 
around the ship and her 
aircraft as well as meeting 
representatives from the 
many departments on 
board. 

At the end of the visit on 
March 19 the ship set sail 
from Newcastle and called 
at Dover before returning 
to her home port of 
Portsmouth. 

Captain Style, who said 
the whole ship’s company 
had looked forward to the 
visit to Newcastle, added: 
“it was a tremendous hon¬ 
our for me to be able to 
bring this wonderful war¬ 
ship back to the city of her 
construction.” . 
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Field gun trophies presented by 
Ladysmith veteran’s grandson 


’MY GRANDFATHER ran those guns to 
Ladysmith! 11 

Ill is was the si a riling comment made to Lt Cdr 
Clive Langmcad and members of HMS Forward’s 
Brickwoous field gun crew after a display at 
Birmingham NEC. 

The gunners had just finished their ninth com¬ 
petitive display at the National Boat and Caravan 
Show and one of the many visitors to the RNR unit 
slant! afterwards was Richard Street of Danbury in 
Essex. 

Mr Street explained that his grandfather was 
CPO Arthur Eagles, one of the Naval brigade which 
disembarked from HMS Powerful (see page 30) 
with a number of guns for one of the most famous 
actions of the Boer War. 

“He marched the guns to Ladysmith and 
lost a finger in the process" said Mr Street. 
"He certainty was a fighter and his records 
show that he was disrated on more than 
one occasion for brawling but they were all 
pretty tough In the Victorian Navy, l guess.” 

Arrangements were immedialelv made for Mr 
Street and his wife to make the final presentation of 
cups as honoured guests in the arena. In return, the 
crews gave three hearty cheers, something which Mr 
Streers grandfather, despite the gap of a century, 
would have understood. 



• FIELD GUN: Richard and Valerie Street (left to right) OS Simon Keeble , Battery 
Commander Lt Cdr Grassy Meadows , AB Edmund Grandison, S/Lt Rob Jaffier, new 
entrant Jessica Breward, Sgt Blsh Bishop RMR t and Cdr Steven Foster. 
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Ships of the Royal Navy 


No 545 




• Type 22 frigate HMS Cumberland, 


Third rate, but first class 


T HERE were at least ten 
ships to hear the name 
Cumberland before the 
present-day frigate* starting 
with an iSU-gun third rate built 
at Burslcdon in 1695, 

She was obliged to strike her 
colours after Inking a haltering 
from a superior French force in 
1707, thereby allowing the convoy 
.she was escorting to largely escape 
unharmed 

Her replacement, very similar to 
the first and built in 1710, won the 
first three of Cumberland's len 
Battle 11 on ours, hut served so 
many years in the tropical waters 
of the Caribbean and Fast Indies 
that she became rotten and 
foundered while at anchor off Goa 
in 1760. 

Two fireships named 
Cumberland existed in the mid- 
! Hiti century, hut ihe fifth ship, 
another third rate, typified the 


Cumberland spirit, fighting in the 
Channel, the Atlantic, the 
Mediterranean, the East Indies, 
and the West Indies in her AO-year 
career, which ended in 1804. 

A AlMun schooner, used in sur¬ 
veys of Australia, was Cumberland 
number six, then u third rale of 74 
guns, built in 1HII7 and converted 
to a convict hulk in 1H30, 

The eighth Cumberland, ycl 
another third rate, was built in 
IH42 and won Battle Honours in 
the Baltic before she became a 
training ship in 1H70. She burnt on 
the Clyde in 1889, 


Sadras .1758 

Negapatam . ., 1758 

Port Novo. 1759 

St Vincent ... 1780 

Baltic ..1854 


I’hc name entered a new era 
with number nine, a I *>02 
armoured cruiser of 9.HQU tons 
which survived the war and was 
broken up in 1011. three years 
before her successor was launched. 

This ship, a 10,000 ton County- 
class cruiser, fought ah over the 
world - she was on hand at the 
detent of Graf Spec at the River 
Plate - and even after she paid off 
in 1946 a role was found for her as 
a trials ship for systems such as pre* 
wetting, anti-ship missiles, stabiliz¬ 
ers and silent propellers - all now 
common in modem warships. 


Cameroons.1914 

North Africa.1942 

Arctic .. 1942-43 

Sabang 1944 

Surma.1945 


Battle honours 
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De Havilland Flamingo 


DESIGNED as an airliner, the Flamingo 
was unfortunate enough to enter service 
in 1939 - not a good year for civil pas¬ 
senger aircraft. 

Only one example of the Flamingo operated 
commercially - between the Channel Islands 
and England - before war broke out. The type 


was then adopted for use as a transport by the 
RAF, and some were operated by 782 Naval Air 
Squadron based at Donlbrlstle on services to 
the Orkneys, Shetlands and Northern Ireland, 
The De Havilland DH 95 Flamingo was pow¬ 
ered by two Bristol Perseus XVI engines giving 
a top speed of 239mph and a range of 1,210 
miles. 


Back from the 
Gulf - again 


T HE GULF is becom¬ 
ing a familiar stretch 
of sea to HMS 
Cumberland, which 
returned home to 
Devon port s hortly before 
Navy News went to press 
The powerful frigate has just 
spent six months patrolling the 
busy sea lanes of the Middle 
East, with the odd diversion 
such as her visit to India fur an 
international fleet review (see 
centre pages). 

She was on the same beat two 
years ago, when her marathon 
deployment included a diversion 
to the Adriatic. 

As a Batch 3 Type 22 frigate, 
Cumberland is versatile. She has 
facilities to act as a flagship or 
command ship, and is larger and 
more heavily-armed than earlier 
Broadsword-class ships, a result of 
lessons learned in the Falkland*. 

She is powered by two sets ot" 
Rolls Rnvcc gas turbine engines: 
the .Speys give high speed and are 
used when power is important, 
while the Tyncs allow for economi¬ 
cal cruising. The engines cun be 
driven in unison for high speeds. 

Type 22 frigates arc substantial 
warships. They displace 4.900 tons, 
fullv loaded, and with the range of 
weapons fitted, they are consid¬ 


ered to have firepower approach¬ 
ing I hut of a cruiser. 

Although nominally designed lo 
replace ihe Leandcr-da.es frigate. 
Type 22s arc true multi-role ships, 
capable of engaging targets in the 
air. on or below the surface. 

Although there is a high degree 
of automation on hoard, from 
computerised weapons systems to 
the centralised storeroom com¬ 
plex, the Type 22 frigate still car¬ 
ries a complement of 25fl. 

Living conditions on board are 
regarded us good; officers have 
cabins, senior rates live in four- or 
six-berth cabins and junior rates 
have mcssdecks, each with its own 
recreational area. 

A NAAFI canteen is opened 
daily, and for those studying for 
qualifications, or who just need to 
unwind with a book, there is a 
library on board. 

Cumberland is due to enter a 
docking period at the end of this 
month, and as well as deep mainte¬ 
nance there will be upgrades to a 
lot of her equipment, including 
electronic countermeasures and 
the electronic support suite. Her 
4.5 in gun will also be enhanced. 

She is due to re-emerge in the 
ai liL imn, when she will embark on 
a series of sea trials before enter¬ 
ing a work-up phase in the earlv 
part of 2002. 


Facts and 
figures 


Class: Batch 3 Type 22 
frigate 

Pennant number: F85 
Builder: Yarrow, Glasgow 
Launched: June 21, 1986 
Commissioned: June 10, 
1989 

Displacement: 4,900 tons, 
fully loaded 

Length: 148 1 metres 
Beam: 14,8 metres 
Draught: 6,4 metres 
Speed: 30 knots on Tynes 
Complement: 250 
Mam machinery: COGAG 
(combined gas turbine and 
gas turbine): two Rolls 
Royce Spey and two Rolls 
Boyce Tyne engines 
Aircraft: Two Lynx (only 
one normally embarked) or 
one Sea King helicopter 
Weapons: Harpoon and 
Seawolf missiles. Mk 8 
4.5in gun, two triple torpe¬ 
do tubes. Goalkeeper 
close-in weapon system 
and and machine guns 
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Senior rates 
'betrayed' by 
new pay deal 


FOR THE first time in a 31-year career 1 feel betrayed by the 
Royal Navy, which has prompted me to write to you as I am 
totally disgusted at the way in which I and my fellow Warrant 
Officers have been treated by PAY 2CKK). 


Submarine 


avy su 

arincr, having served in Porpoise 
and early Obcron-class sub¬ 
marines in the 1960s and 70s. 

At present I am still involved 
with submarines as part of the 
team preparing for the arrival of 
Canada's newly acquired ex-RN 
Upholders on the West Coast. 

1 am also a member of the 
Submariners Association of 
Canada here in Victoria. We have 
a thriving membership of over 140 
ex-submariners from many 
different countries. 

I collect submarine insignia and 
would like to add the early RN 
“sausage on a stick” to my display. 

I was in the UK last year with the 
Upholder project, at HMS 
Collingwood and at BAH in 
Barrow. During this time I hunted 
the local areas for the badge but 
was unsuccessful. If you know of 
any way that 1 can obtain one I 
would be grateful. - Bill Crockett, 
Victoria. British Columbia 

We understand from the UK 
Submariners Association that the 
”sausage on a stick” badge was 
universally shunned by 
submariners and so its life was 
very short. It may therefore be 
difficult to locate any surviving 
examples - Ed 

I FOUND Part I of Submarine 
Century (January issue) greatly 
interesting, since I have resea¬ 
rched a relative’s service in 
submarines Kll. G4 and M3 until 
he lost his life in L24 when it was 
accidentally sunk on January 10, 
1924. The late Gus Britton, 
archivist at the Submarine 
Museum, gave me details of 
Edward Ncwing’s service and 
recommended Don Everitt’s book 
The K-boats. - Freda Asslnder, 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Part II of Submarine Century 
follows next month. - Ed. 


After 57 years 
Euryalus has 
her baby back 

YOU MAY be interested to learn that the Duke of Gloucester has agreed to accept the 
patronage of the HMS Euryalus Association. 

Being an architect by Officer of the Euryalus during the 
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an 

training, what, you may ask, is 
the Duke’s connection with the 
Euryalus? In December 1944 
the cruiser left Liverpool 
accompanied bv the destroyers 
Undine and Ulster and later 
some frigates, escorting the SS 
Rimutaka which carried on 
board the Duke and Duchess 
of Gloucester and family to 
Australia, where the Duke was 
to become Governor-General. 

Prince Richard, the present 
Duke, was just four months old at 
that time. We encountered the 
most atrocious gales and seas off 
the Irish coast plus the detection of 
a U-boat which was depth charged 
and claimed as sunk by one of the 
frigates. 

Our journey terminated at 
Colombo when the Royal 
Australian Navy took over. The 
Duke and Duchess visited the 
Euryalus at Aden, but this had not 
been the first visit - he had called 
on the ship two years earlier when 
she was in the Mediterranean. 

So it seems a fitting gesture that 
the Prince who we had “nannied” 
should become our patron 57 years 
later. 

HRH will succeed Mrs Mollie 
Bush, who crossed the bar aged 94 
last autumn. Mollie was the widow 
of Cap! Eric Whclcr Bush, 
DSO**.DSC, renowned for his 
participation as Commanding 


Battle of Sirte. 

This battle, described by 
Admiral Cunningham as being 
“one of the most brilliant naval 
actions of the war. if not the most 
brilliant" is being marked by a first 
day cover issued by the Royal 
Naval Covers Group on March 22. 
Anyone interested may contact me 
on 029 2075 0022 - E. Owen, 
Cardiff. 

• HMS Euryalus off Suva In 
the Fijian Islands in 1945. She 
remained in the Far East until 
1947, later serving with the 1st 
Cruiser Squadron, Mediterr¬ 
anean Fleet and on the South 
Atlantic Station before finally 
paying off in 1959. 


Norwegian 

memorial 


I WOULD be grateful if you 
would remind readers that May 17 
is the first anniversary of the 
unveiling of the British war 
memorial at Namsos, Norway, 
marking our involvement in this 
first evacuation of the war. 

Ships were Afridi, Maori, 
Grenade, Bittern, Arab. Aston 
Villa, Gaul. Rutlandshire and St 
Goran. All will be welcome at a 
modest ceremony on Norwegian 
National Day. Tel 0207 603 1396 
for details. - J. Gritten, London 
W14. 


It would appear that the 
Navy docs not consider that all 
Warrant Officers are employed 
at a management level and 
should therefore be treated 
equally. Regardless of source 
branch, all" Warrant Officers 
are placed in positions of 
responsibility, authority and 
trust, and in some cases in 
posts normally held by officers. 

Since I was promoted to WO in 
June 1993 I have felt that my 
experience, technical knowledge 
and ability as a WEM(R) has stood 
me in good stead for dealing with 
any problems that come my way. 

My own staff consists of a mix of 
senior rate WEAs and WEM(R)s 
who all come to me for advice and 
guidance on both technical, 
administrative and personal 
matters. I now- find that as far as 
PAY 2000 is concerned my position 
counts for nothing, when my 
CCWEA receives more pay and in 
April one of my CPOWfcAs will be 
paid more than me. 

Clearly this cannot be right or 
just - DO CFO should be paid more 
than a WO. 

Surely there should only be one 
table for all WOs. It could remain 
in its present format, ic a senior 
Chief will earn more than a junior 
WO. however the WO will receive 
pay increases as he gains seniority 
and the CPO will remain at the 
highest level achievable. 

I would like to point out that in 
the Royal Marines, an integral pan 
of the Navy, all W02/ls arc in the 
higher tabic. 

As a Warrant Officer of almost 
eight years seniority I am now left 
with the feeling that the Royal 
Navy no longer values my ability 
and the commitment I have made 
to the Service - and hence my 
feeling of being betrayed and 
somewhat worthless. 
WOWEM(R) P. A. Herring, Staff 
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of Rag Officer Submarines. JSU 
Northwood. 

PAY 2000 is one change too far. 
Emphasis has been placed on the 
job value of individuals within 
their respective branches, but have 
our senior officers forgotten that 
the reason wc arc here is to fight? 

Unlike the Army and RAF. all 
within the Senior Service can at 
any time be plunged into conflict 
right in the front line in a grey or 
black metal box where wc arc all 
dependent on each other for our 
lives. 

That is what wc arc paid to do - 
not to he a paper-pusher, cook, 
steward, maintaincr or whatever. 
As someone who has been placed 
in the higher pay band, to say that 
I am worth more than a CMF.M. 
for example, is insulting to both 
him and me. 

Also, how can it he right that a 
Leading Hand can be paid more 
than a CPO, let alone a PO? It is of 
note that this discrepancy does not 
apply to officers (apart from 
UCE/Midshipmcn). 

Whilst I deplore pay banding, I 
do welcome the introduction of 
increments which recognise 
qualifications and seniority. 
However, there arc many faults 
with the scheme as it has been 
presented. 

As a CPO of 11 years seniority, 1 
am pitched in at Level 1 with no 
recognition that before their 
demise, I received seven 
consecutive Exceptional efficiency 
assessments. 

It would not have been a 
difficult task to retrospectively 
adjust pay levels for all, by basing 
the transition on C&E and 
seniority dates. 

Also, for example, a newly 
promoted CPO with a seniority of 
May 2000, starting off on Level 1, 
will be eligible tor Level 2 this 
coming May, whereas my seniority 
is later in the year. 

Therefore, the “sprog" Chief 
will likely he paid more than me 
for the intervening period every 
year thereafter! 

I urge our senior officers to 
review their decision.! am sure that 
all Ratings will accept their peer 
being paid more because of 
qualifications and seniority, but 
tnat is provided wc all start from 
the same basic rate of pav. 

After 24 years enjoyable service, 

I leave the RN later this year with 
a very sour taste in my mouth. - A 
serving CPO (name and address 
supplied). 

I READ with interest the article 
on Pay 2000. I was serving in the 
RN in the late 1960s when this 
exercise was carried out before. 

My job was compared with two 
civilian trades - one was a bus 
conductor and the second was a 
postman. The only thing wc had in 
common was a blue uniform. 

At that time I was an Able 
Seaman Clearance Diver (Second 
Class) employed in a Bomb and 
Mine Disposal Team. 

As you can imagine, there were 
no large pay rises, just another tier 
of administration. - T. L. J, 
Gosling, Alford, Aberdeenshire. 

Chief of the Defence Staff 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce has 
said that the new pay structure 
needs to be given time to work - 
it will allow sailors to earn more 
as their careers progress - and 
he points out that overlaps in pay 
scales have long existed. - Ed 
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MIXED VIEWS OF ROYAL OAK 



THE EVOCATIVE picture 
of HMS Royal Oak 
(February issue) brought 
back vivid and poignant 
memories for me. And 
underlined just how lucky ! 
am to be alive and writing 
this. 

April 1939 saw me kicking 
my heels at HM Signal 
School in Portsmouth. My 
idle days ended when I 
received a draft chit to HMS 
Effingham as a Signalman, 
She was flagship of the 
Reserve Fleet flying the flag 
of Vice Admiral Max Horton. 

The Effingham carried a 
signal staff comprising a 
Chief Yeoman, Yeoman, 
Leading Sigs, but only one 
Signalman. He was a lad 
named Effemy, the same age 
as me, 19, he was a friendly 
chap and he showed me 
around and briefed me on 


routine before his transfer to 
the Royal Oak. 

Effingham did not put to 
sea and I was left wondering 
why I had not been drafted 
directly to HMS Royal Oak. in 
July i joined her sister ship, 
HMS Revenge - and then 
came the devastating news of 
The sinking of the Royal Oak. 

I scanned the list of all who 
had perished and was deeply 
saddened to see that of Sig 
Effemy. Fate had dealt us dif¬ 
ferent cards. - E. Taylor, 
Sutton, Surrey. 

I WISH to praise your item 
about the Royal Oak - howev¬ 
er, when will someone do the 
same for HMS Hood? Dr 
Robert Ballard has discov¬ 
ered the Titanic, Bismarck 
and others including the 
Yamato, but alas, not the 
Hood. - L. G. Cheyne, 
Stoc kto n -on-Tees. 


FOR ME the sinking of HMS 
Royal Oak is still one of the 
stranger mysteries ofn World 
War II. 

On November 13 1940 I 
joined HMS Nelson in Scapa 
Flow, where I later met CPO 
Stoker Terry who was one of 
the lucky ones who got off 
the Royal Oak. 

He was a quiet, level-head¬ 
ed sort of fellow and he told 
us that one of his jobs in her 
had been damage control - 
so he had to know the ship. 

On that ghastly day, he 
said, the explosion came 
from within the ship and was 
not a torpedo-type explosion. 

All through the war. at 
Scapa at low tide one saw 
quite a length of the ship's 
mainmast. 

As the years went by, did 
the ship eventually topple 
over? - Ben Paekham, 
Ducklington, Witney, Oxon. 


AS AN ex-seaman gunner of 
World War N I was awed and 
humbled when I looked at the 
picture entitled Royal Oak s 
place of rest', but on reading 
the story behind It I was 
aghast to discover the man¬ 
ner in which it had been pro¬ 
cured. 

In actual fact, I was looking 
at a photo-cum-artfst’s 
impression in which a model 
had been used. 

This fact detracted wholly 
from the significance of the 
picture. 

I was extremely disappoint¬ 
ed to think that such a sub¬ 
ject should be treated in this 
way. 

Technology is all very well 
in certain circumstances, but 
for this particular subject, the 
resting place of Royal Oak. it 
was totally out of place, - E. 
Watson, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, 
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Nelson Troop 
scouts around 
for helpers 


WJi ARE a large Admiralty-recognised Scout Group who have for many years operated 
two very successful Sea Scout units. We have a small fleet of Wayfarer and other sailing 
craft based at the Portchester Sailing Club, which we use to give boys their first taste of 
life afloat. 


The Scout Movement, in 
common with many volunteer 
organisations, is finding it 
increasingly difficult to recruit 
sufficient adult leaders with 
the dedication and expertise to 
fulfil its commitmemts to 
young people. 

At 3rd Portchester Scouts the 
future of many of our Beaver, 
Cub and Scout groups is in con¬ 
stant danger because of the 
severe shortage of leaders. 

While alt of these groups are in 
desperate need of additional 
help, the situation regarding our 
Sea Scout units is becoming criti¬ 
cal. 

At present we have barely 
enough assistants to cope with 
our classroom-based winter pro¬ 
gramme, hut nowhere near 
enough qualified leaders to get 
the hoys out on the water in the 
summer. 

Unless we tan find at least one 
additional leader in the next few 
weeks ii is likely that one of our 
units. Nelson Troop, will have to 
close. 

Is (here anyone in the 
Portsmouth area, possibly a pre¬ 
sent or former member of the 
Royal Navy, willing and able to 
help us? Past scouting experience 
is not essential, hut we desperate¬ 
ly need someone with a knowl¬ 
edge of sailing and the ability to 
pass on their skills to young peo¬ 
ple. 

For over 29 years Nelson 
Troop, in the tradition of the 
great Admiral, has given count* 
less young men valuable training 
in the ways of the sea. 

In an area with such a great 
Naval and maritime history as 
Portsmouth, it would be tragic if 
this facility were to be denied to 
future generations. -1, Edwards, 
Portchester, Hants. 


Special 

rations? 

REGARDING Mr Distircy's 
query about the initials ‘SRTT 
stamped on rum flagons (March 
issue), my hobby at one time was 
bottle digging - and J unearthed 
one of them. 

The ‘"experts" - all hobbies have 
them - told me that “SRD" stood 
for "Special Rations Depart¬ 
ment". The reason was that the 
Church objected to issuing rum to 
the troops before they went over 
the top, so thev scrubbed out 
“Rum" and put ".SRD" on instead 
- and still issued it. F. M. Rouse, 
Newark, Notts. 

I BELIEVE the acronym “SRD" 
stands for "Southards Rum 
Distillers". I bought a few hollies 
in Malta and the UK in the 
195fW60s and “SRD" was primed 
in large letters on ihe label, - C. P. 
S. Hooper, Bristol. 

Canberra 

dedication 

PETER Burrows, the General 
Secretary of the Royal Navy 
Veterans & Associates in Australia 
(Inc) in Canberra was painting 
some of the 66-odd placards that 
arc needed for the ANZAC Day 
March - similar to Remembrance 
Day March in the UK. 

A phone call from the Stale 
President of the Ret timed and 
Serves League (like the British 
Legion) saw him scurrying down 
to the State HQ for “morning tea 
and to give an update on the plans 
for ANZAC Day March and 
Service this year." 


There were many senior offi¬ 
cials at thai morning tea. The 
Slate President Derek Roy lance 
then dropped the bombshell - 
Peter was awarded an Australia 
Day Medal “for 26 years of dedi¬ 
cation to the Veterans in assisting 
with organising the Parade, mak¬ 
ing the placards, asking for no 
expenses, organising the uni¬ 
formed youth groups to carry the 
placards each year, organising the 
serving Cadet Officers to carry out 
marshalling and other duties, and 
taking over as Chief Marshal and 
Co-ordinator for the past five 
years/' Peter has always worked 
Hard for the Veterans, He claims 
that it is his family and the support 
that he gets from the RNVAA 
friends and shipmates and ship¬ 
mates in ihe Interstate RNA 
Branches that keep him going. - 
Kevin Kelly, president 
RNVAA(lnc) r Canberra. 

It wasn’t 
Wakeful 

Wl lAT is the destroyer on page 17 
(March issue \ illustrating the story 
on Wakeful! It looks hkc an if* 
class - was not this picture used a 
few years ago as a puzzle? Don't 
worry, you're in good company; 
The Times illustrated the Wakeful 
story with u drawing of a C-class 
cruiser! - D.K. Brown. Bath, 

THE photograph is ccrtainlv not 
HMS wakeful, more likely IIMS 
Havant, atso lost at Dunkirk, or a 
similar vintage ship of the 11 or ex- 
Brazilian H classes. The letter 
about HM destroyer Boxer being 
present at the LM10 episode is 
also strange - the only RN 
destroyer named Boxer was lost in 
1^1 X! Tltcre was, however, an ITT 
of that name in World War II. P, 
C. Smith, 


DEVONPORT Barracks, 1941. Tm detailed 
Colour Parly with Charlie Greenway. There's a 
full turnout on the parade ground The Guard 
stamp and bash ihetr rifles about, shouted at by 
a nasty-looking Gunner's Mate. The Royal 
Marine Band take up position. The Commodore 
is taking the salute, Charlie is on the halyard, 
casing the Ensign up and I'm on the pulling end. 

Carefully I pull Up the Ensign while Charlie keeps It 
nice and taut. Then disaster strikes! The halyard jams! 
The Ensign is stuck halfway up at “Send him victori¬ 
ous". The Commodore's face is turning puce! the Gl's 
eyes are popping! I pray for oblivion. 

"Chrisi Almightyr shouts the CM over the hand, 
"tiei Ihe bastard up!" Ir> desperation I heave and 
heave, swinging both feel off the ground. Something 


gives. Both Ensign and pulley-block hurtle down. I 
crash on my back, the Ensign gently covering me like 
a shroud. 

We eventually hem the Ensign on a yardarm hal¬ 
yard. As the Commodore totters off to the nearest 
pink gin and Charlie is sent to the sickbay with recur¬ 
ring nervous retching and hiccups, I have to report to 
the Jaunty and the GOD. 

I moan all over a Killick in the Regulating Office, 
complaining how bloody unfair it all is - why blame us, 
we’re not maintenance barrack stanchions and that 
pulley block could have been rotting up there since 
Nelson’s time. 

"Unfair? What’s unfair?," he says. "If life was fair, I 
would be lying on a beach in Waikiki wrapped around 
Dorothy Lamour. IT you can’t take a joke, you should¬ 
n't have frigging joined!* - M. Cross, Bristol. 
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• AWAY BOATS: The first wave of Royal Navy personnel going 
ashore. SNFL Flagship U$S Tortuga can he seen in the back¬ 
ground heading towards the beach. 
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Westminster in disaster exercise 


HMS WESTMINSTER has taken part in a major humani¬ 
tarian aid exercise on the island of Curacao as part of 
her deployment to the Caribbean with Standing Naval 
Force Atlantic, 

The Type 23 frigate arrived off the Dutch Antilles with a multi¬ 
national force of seven warships to lest their ability to provide 
emergency assistance in the wake of a major hurricane, 

A plan to land personnel equipment and stores was quickly 
established on board the ship, making best use of their boats, 
helicopter and local expertise and a multi-skilled team with a 
huge variety of equipment was landed in under four hours. 
Immediate efforts were concentrated on the treatment of 
approximately 50 casualties and the feeding of 15Q survivors, 
before embarking on the complex task of establishing a beach 
head, refugee handling station, field hospital and kitchen. 

With these facilities in place, specialist teams set about 
restoring power and essential services before preparing for the 
hand-over of the relief effort to a more permanent force. 

HMS Westminster landed over 100 personnel during exercise 
Relieve Discomfort' and helped with tasks as diverse as fire¬ 


fighting, damage repair, first aid, refugee processing and com¬ 
mand and control. 


Equipment taken ashore included radios, specialist lifting, 
cutting and welding gear, food and water for sailors and sur¬ 
vivors, galley utensils, first aid and fire-fighting equipment 
HMS Westminster's Lynx flew more than 60 under-slung loads 
during the landing and recovery phases and conducted many 
recce patrols with the Governor and senior officers. 

The ship's two sea boats were also kept busy, remaining in 
the water for over 12 hours a day in constant use, helping to 
ferry the 300 SNFL personnel that were landed from the force on 
a daily basis. 

The exercise proved HMS Westminsters ability to quickly 
deploy an effective first aid force In the wake of a major disas¬ 
ter ashore. Such operations, known as Military Operations 
Other Than War (MOOTW) are becoming increasingly important 
After the exercise the ship's company enjoyed a highly suc¬ 
cessful port visit to the island’s capital, Willemstad, together 
with her fellow SNFL ships FGS Rheinland-pfalz and HDMS 
Peter Tordenskiold, where local people were most impressed 
with the ship's achievements. 
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Postcode. 

Telephone number. 


email: @fo rcesi aw . demon .to .uk 

FORCES LAW HELPLINE: 

0845 6011260 


The Forces Legal Network 


Kuwait welcomes frigate on 
Gulf anniversary 

H 


MS LANCASTER played an important role in events held to mark the tenth 
anniversary of the liberation of Kuwait during the Gulf War and the coun¬ 
try’s 40th year of independence. 

In a busy and emotional five-day visit, the Duke-cl ass Type 23 frigate attended several 
cremonies to celebrate the raising of the Kuwaiti Hag in Ahmadi, the suburb of Kuwait City which 


ceremonies 
was the first area to be liberated 


by Allied forces. 


• KUWAIT CITY: HMS Lancaster arrives at the port of Kuwait 
City to take part in the celebrations which marked Kuwait's 
National Day and the tenth anniversary of the country's 
If be rat ton during the Gulf War . Picture; Dave Coombs, 


--- 

irating, Bereaved or 
Acquiring/Selling Property?" 
"Need Help and Legal Advice?" 

!f you're in the Forces fhere's a fast way to make 
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language. 
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of 
established, independent solicitors who ali provide: 

• FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews 

• Staff with experience of service problems 

• Legal Aid and "No Win-No Fee" accident claims 

• 24 hour emergency legal cover 

• A full range of quality assured legal services 

• Competitive fees 

One call puts you in 
touch with confidential 
advice on any service 
or family legal matter. 


The cclchraikiits came ul a sen¬ 
sitive time m the Middle East fol¬ 
lowing l he UK/US bombing of 
Iraq a few days earlier and HMS 
Ijineaster was the only warship 
alongside, 

Her presence was much appreci¬ 
ated hv the locals and the shin fea¬ 
tured strongly in local newspapers, 
Kuwaiti T\ programmes and cm 
BBC Television News. 

One at the highlights of the visit 
was a party held an hoard for the 
children of the prisoners of war 
who arc slill held in Iraq and 
orphans of the war. 

The children are extremely well 
cared for by the Kuwaiti 
Ciovernmeni and the Hmir of 
Kuwait's personal photographer 
visited the ship to take pho¬ 
tographs of the youngsters with 
Batman, Superman, several 
Flints tones, pirates and a 
Thunderbird! 

On the National Day itself, the 
ship provided a sunset party for a 
Garden Party at the British 
Embassy where Lady ITuudier and 
former Prime Minister John Major 
planted a memorial tree he lore 
meeting members of the ship’s 
company. 


• SUNSET: Guests at the Garden Party at the British Embassy 
in Kuwait included former President George Bush , Lady 
Thatcher John Major. US Secretary of State Colin Powell , 
Norman Schwarzkopf, former Defence Secretary Tom King and 
former Argentinian President Carlos Menem. P/cturv Daw Coombs 


Ci 1 


After this, Ml of the ship’s eom- 
Jiny were bussed to a 
K/US/Kuwuiti Flag Raising 
Ceremony in Ahmadi itself. 

Guests al the extraordinary 
event included former President 
George Bush, Lady Thatcher, 
John Major. US Secretary of Stale 
Colin Powell, ’ Norman 
Schwarzkopf, former Defence 
Secretary Tom King and former 
Argentinian President Carlos 
Menem, with LOM(C) Jackson 
and QM(C) Smith raising the 
Union Mag to a rousing rendition 
of the National Anthem. 

Many of the ships company had 
their pictures taken with the VIPs 
and the event ended with a bullet 
supper. 


Sir Dennis Thatcher enjoyed a 
three-hour visit to the ship and a 
football match against top local 
side AI Arabia was played. 
Despite being heavily outclassed. 
HMS Lancaster's team gave a 
creditable performance under 
Combined Services* player 
CCWEA Steve Johnson, 

Lancaster's CO, Cdr Richard 
Buckland said: ' It has been an 
incredible visit. We knew it would 
be high-profile but the scale of the 
interest and warmth towards the 
UK and the Royal Navy has been 
fantastic, 

“Although it has been hard 
work, we have all enjoyed it and it 
will be hard to match as the high¬ 
light of the deployment." 


Bulldog visits 
Italian port 

LINKS with the Italian Navy's 
Hydrographic Institute were 
strengthened when the survey 
ship HMS Bulldog called at 
the Institute’s home port of 
Genoa. 

The Italians operate a number 
of survey ships from Genoa, birth¬ 
place of Columbus and the centre 
of chart and map-making in the 
Middle Ages. 

Bulldog, on her Iasi deploy¬ 
ment before finally paying off. 
played hast to senior members af 
I he Italian Navy's hydrographic, 
coastguard and general service 
branches. 

As well as indulging in the obvi¬ 
ous pleasures of sightseeing and 
food and drink, the ship s football 
team played their first maich of 
the deployment, losing against a 
side from the Hydrographic 
Insulate. 

Alter the visit. Bulldog contin¬ 
ued her six-month do ploy mem by 
sailing to the Gull tor survey work 
there before heading for her ulti¬ 
mate goal of the Indian Ocean. 

Free beer on 
run ashore 

SAILORS from HMS 
Hdinhurgh downed £500 
worth of beer in VI) minutes 
after an invitation to visit a 
pub owned by the Lord 
Provost of Edinburgh. 

A colleague of the Lord Provost 
said the sailors should pop in for a 
free drink during their visit to 
Edinburgh and CTIr Torn Ponton 
said: “You can imagine my sur¬ 
prise when two coach-loads of 
thirsty sailors turned upr 


oyal Marines want YOU to name 
lieir protected all-terrain vehicle 


THE ROYAL Marines are enlisting the help of Navy News 
readers in their bid to find a name for their brand new 
all-terrain vehicle. 

The vehicle, made by Haglund of Sweden, is currently known as 
the All Terrain Vehicle (Protected) and It is unique to the Royal 
Marines. 

When it enters service the vehicle will give protected mobility to 
Commandos during expeditionary operations and it is also bigger 
and more powerful than the 8V206 which ft replaces. 

Royal Marines spokesman Lt Col Kevin de Val said: “We are 
looking for a catchy, appropriate name which is easy to remember 
but in keeping with the concept ot operations of the Royal Marines 
Commandos. 


“It could be the name of an animal as vehicles have been called 
'Scorpion' and 'Fox' or a martial name such as the vehicles 
'Warrior' and 'Scimitar*, if your suggestion is chosen the prize is 
the chance to drive the new combat vehicle during a day out with 
the Royal Marines Trials Unit, It will be a chance to really put it 
through its paces so get your thinking caps onf" 

Write your suggestion and contact details in the coupon print¬ 
ed below and post it to Royal Marines Combat Vehicle 
Competition, Editorial Dept, Navy News, Leviathan Block, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH. 


ROYAL MARINES COMBAT VEHICLE COMPETITION 

Vehicle's new name...... 

Your name.,........ Age 

Address......... 
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The Royal British Legion is 
dedicated to help serving 
and ex-service men and 
women and their families... 

...1,000 people are helped to 
visit war graves every year 

...over 300,000 calls for help 
are answered every year 

...54,000 people are helped 
with war pensions every year 

...5,000 people are helped with 
a stay in our homes every year 

...100,000 visits are made each 
year to the housebound or 
those in hospital. 


if you are interested in joining 
The Royal British Legion, 
would like to make a donation 
or require further information, 
please call 08457 725 725. 
Alternatively, visit our website 
@ www.britishlegion.org.uk 
Reg. Charity No. 219 279 


THE ROYAL BRITISH 

LEGION 


# 













\vy NHWS, APR 11 a*) 




Options 


n.M. Forces only! 

Warning! - don't get involved in high cost 
civilian finance schemes for people with 
inferior credit ratings - try.. 

Walker Car Sales 

205 Goldsmith Avenue, Portsmouth 
Over 100 cars in stock from £200-£50,000 
...10 minutes from HM5 Nelson 

Portsmouth's HAL Forces finance specialist 

Uunied OvM Qrokvi, deuili on >kibj«t mini 




Don't want to be 
lonely this year Y 

I inti new friends tit share 
lifes experience# with! 

It 's so easy! Simply follow 
the instructions 
below ... j 

SM 

& \ 


" to find new fiienh ° l "~ 


HOW TO ADVERTISE Simply wruc your (£ ID for up to 10 words. Each cxm word 

£1 to a maximum of IS wordil Send your cheque or PO payable to L Navy News' to; 
'Funf Rends', Navy Nem. HMS Nelson, Porumouth POI 3HH Replies to your box number 
will be forwarded on daily. (Payment by credit eardftwtteb please use coupon on page 4 ). 


HOW IQ RtPU Any person who writes to an advertiser rnun uie a stamped envelope 
bearing the advertisers bo* number clearty In the bottom left hand comer The letter 
should then be enclosed in a second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot 
guarantee that unstamped letters will be redirected 

Please note.,, you mutt be over It to advertise in this column 


Name: ...,.......Age: ... 

Add ress:........... 


Tel. No.: 


E l / 43, seeks malt? naval officer 
for fricndship/rdaiionship. Likes 
travelling, walkmg. raiding. Photo 
appreciated. Box April 1 

SLIM, PRETTY Air Hostess (24) 
needs single Sail nr/Mari ne for 
friendship/relufionstiip/ktters. 
Box April 2 

LEESE. 32. G.S.O.H.. good listener. 
Enjoys euoking. cinema, earing out, 
swimming. Box April 3 

STUNNING BLONDE and quirky 
brunette, early 2()'s, Seek sexy 
Servicemen, Box April 4 

CAROLINE, IS, attending college. 
W.LT.M. serv ice person to write to. 
Bust April 5 

EMILY 2b. fun, friendly, sporty, 
literate female wishes in write to 
Servicemen. 2S+, Box April (* 

MAUREEN 38. G.S.O H. Seeks 
male penpal 36/42. Photo 
appreciated. Box April 7 
DONNA 2SYRS, single mum, 5' 8". 
long brown hair, enjoys socialising 
and lots more! Box April 8 

AWAY FROM HOME, nothing to 
do? Write to me. IMJ write to you! 
Sarah. Box April 9 

JAYNE, 34, blonde single mum. 
G.S.O.H., fun personality. Seeks 
penpals 24*35. Box April 10 
SUE, (39). Bubbly brunette likes 
pubbmg/dubbing. Seeks sailor aged 
37—40 for friends hi p/re I at ion ship. 
Box April 11 

ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 39 
Likes Science Fiction. Films, Father 
Ted. Red Dw arf, Box April 12 
DEBBIE 22. attractive, G.S.O.N 
Seeks Sailor/Marine for friendship/ 
relationship. Box April 13 
SWEDISH AMERIC AN Military 
Nurse, G.S.O.H. wishes lo write 
Marine penfrtends. Box April 14 


SUE, 37. At tractive blonde, hlue 
eyes, slim. Seeks penfrtends. 

Box April 15 

FEMALE 37, tall, brown eyes/ 
hair. Seeks single mate penpal. 

Box April 16 

SUM, ATTRACTIVE and 
energetic lady, early forties, would 
like to correspond with male 
penfriendx. Box April 17 
SINGLE PARENT, solvent. 
38. W.LX correspond with 
hu me rou i/lntc rest ing gent le man, 

Box April 18 


PERSONAL 


LINK LINE is a British Registered 
Charity committed to bringing people 
together as pen friends, Get to know 
a companion or partner, like yourself 
before you meet. Just exchange 
letters until you fed comfortable with 
your new friend. 

Details: SAE; Linkline (NN), 
Box 7358, LONDON N1 5QF 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new- pertfriend from over 
SfHJ photos, APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, IA10) Chortey 
PR7 4BS, nr ring 01257 4HOI55 
(24hu u rs) 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted for 
entry into the Navy News 
Pen friend Column are subjected 
to copy approval 
Navy News reserves the right to 
make any amendments which it 
considers necessary or to edit 
copy which is in excess of the 
number of words paid for 

Plt'avi* note: We am utke iu> 
responsibility for the nature or source 
of the replies received. 

\ou must he over IH to advertise m 
this column. 


www. navy news, cth uk 



Wren’s hard 
work earns 
NATO prize 



• PO Wren Jacqui Gartner, who has been voted 
NATO Military Member of the Year. 


N ATO chiefs were so impressed 
with Northwood’s PO Wren 
Jacqui Cartner that she has 
been voted North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation Military Member of the 
Year. 

And the prestigious award was presented to PO 
Wren Cartner by NATO Supreme Allied 
Commander Atlantic. US Army General William F 
Reman. 

General Kermin said: **PO Wren Gartner's 
exceptional performance resulted in her selection 
as l he Regional Head quarters East/M eadquarlcrs 
Naval Forces North Military Member of the Year 
for the calendar year 2000. 

**As the Senior Rate in charge of the Operations 
Room she showed great initiative in reorganising 
watch routines to improve the well-being, motiva¬ 
tion and job satisfaction of the operators. 

"Additionally, she developed standard 
operating and training procedures which 
resulted in significantly increased effec¬ 
tiveness through improved dissemination 
and retrieval of information and prompt 
recognition of potential problems. 

"She also contributed to the community through 
voluntary social work with the Samaritans. Thedts- 
anguished accomplishments of Petty Officer Wren 
Cartner reflected great credit upon herself. Allied 
Command Atlantic, the Royal Navy and The 
United Kingdom." 

21HII is turning out to he a great year for PO 
Wren Cartner. She was awarded an MBh in the 
New Year’s Honours list and is also on the signal for 
promotion to CPO Wren Radar! 


Ganges old boys get together 

WHEN HMS Invincible 
hosted a reunion dinner for 
personnel trained at HMS 
Ganges there was a combined 
total of 371 years of Service 
to the Royal Navy amongst 
the guests, 

HMS Ganges was a shore 
establish merit which closed 25 
years ago and the 14 'Old Boys' 
in the aircraft carrier are 
believed to he the largest group 
of ex-Ganges men serving at 
sea. 

Tilc Honorary guest was Cap! 

R A McLean, and the 'Ganges 
Old Boys' included CPU Jim 
Mark lew'. WQ Sieve McLirni. 

C CPO Max Halhaucr. CTO Paul 
ASA Huslum, WO Phil Jackson, 

WO Chris Browne, CPO Steve 



Murray, WO Dick Hussey. Ll 
Cdr Jack Kerr, Lt Cdr Eddie 
Garlick. CCPO Clive Hast Mow. 
CPO Nick Wilkin and CPO Baz 
Talbot, 


• RBUNiON: The gathering in HMS Invincible is believed to be 
the largest gathering of sea-going Ganges Old Boys , There was 
a combined total of 371 years of RN service between the guests , 



• Maj Rob Forster ; who won 
£4,000 on the Sports Lottery. 

Major win on 
the lottery 

ROYAL MARINES Major 
Rob Forster had to take 
time out of a tough training 
exercise in the Mull of 
Kintyre to he presented with 
a cheque for £4,(MX) from the 
RN & RM Sport's Lottery! 

Major Forster, DC of R 
Squadron. Fleet Royal Marines 
Protection Group, was present¬ 
ed with a cheque for his win¬ 
nings by his Commanding 
Officer, Col Mark Noble. 

The lucky winner, who is 
based at RM Condor in 
Arbroath, said that the result 
came as ‘u very nice surprise’ 
during the arduous training 
which he was conducting with 
his Squadron on ihe West Coast 
of Scotland, 

RN presents 
medal to US 
Navy officer 

AMPHIBIOUS Task 
Group Commander, 
Commodore Niall Kilgour. 
had an unusual request 
from the United States 
Navy to present a medal to 
an American Serviceman 
under his command. 

The Nava) and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal 
was awarded to Lt Cdr Jim 
Ha mill, a US Navy exchange 
officer who has accompanied 
Britain's Amphibious Task 
Group on a number of high 
profile deployments, 

Lt Cdr llamill, from 
Placentia, Southern California, 
was awarded Ihe medal in 
recognition of his exemplary 
service as Navigator of the 
US5 landing ship Bon horn me 
Richard, a draft which includ¬ 
ed a UUHKbmilc transit around 
South America. 

He joined the staff of 
COMATG in January 2IMK) as 
a planning officer and has 
served on board Ihe assault 
ship HMS Fearless and heli¬ 
copter carrier HMS Ocean. 


Pilots play spot the difference! 


REMARKABLE similarities between a 
Royal Navy officer and his Royal Air Force 
counterpart show how little difference 
there can be between airmen in Joint Force 
Harrier. 

Cdr Dave Mackey RN and Wing Cdr Mike 
Jenkins RAF are both Commanding Officers of 
their respective units, 899 Naval Air Squadron 
and No. 20 (Reserve) Squadron RAF. 

Both officers had similar flight training and 
now fly Harrier aircraft on the RN and RAF 
Harrier Operational Conversion Units, and they 
both operate on a regular basis from RNAS 
Veovilton and RAF Wittering. 

Both men have deployed on most of the same 
operations and they have both operated from 
aircraft carriers as well as land bases. 

To cap It all, they both own a vintage 1946 
Cessna 120 private light aircraft, and they both 
share a keen interest Tn sailing as well as flying. 

In fact, the biggest difference between them • Cdr Dave Mackey, Commanding Officer of 899 Naval Air Squadron (left) and 
after 20 years in different arms of the Services Wing Commander Mike Jenkins. OC of No . 20 (Reserve) Squadron RAF are pic- 
see ms to be the colour of their uniforms! fared with their aircraft at RAF Wittering. 
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Special offer for 
Navy News readers 

Cover as a driver or 
passenger in 
any vehjcte 

4 out of 5 

breakdowns repaired 
on the spot 

Roadside repairs 
completed tn an 
average of just under 
24 minutes 

No call*out 
discount option 


Quoting code GE0008 


Visit builds link 
with Portland 


• HAPPY SNAPPER: PQ 
George Tweedte with the 
commendation from CGRM 
Major General Robert Fulton. 

George earns 
Royal respect 

ROYAL NAVY photographer 
George Tweedie snapped 
up a commendation from 
the Commandant General 
Royal Marines at the end of 
an 18-month posting to 
CTC Lympstone. 

PO Tweedie joined the staff 
at the Commando Training 
Centre as the unit's Senior 
Photographer in May 1999 and 
made an immediate impres¬ 
sion when his pictures of a 
visit by England's Rugby 
Union team appeared in local 
and national press. 

His coverage of a myriad of 
Important occasions at 
Lympstone kept the Royals in 
the public eye and he used his 
technical knowledge to equip 
the unit with the latest digital 
imaging hardware and soft¬ 
ware. 

In the commendation, 
CGRM Major General Robert 
Fulton said: "Throughout his 
lime as the unit's senior pho¬ 
tographer he has taken enor¬ 
mous pride in his work and 
shown remarkable diligence, 
enthusiasm and consistency 
despite a prodigious work¬ 
load. 

“The manner in which PO 
Tweedie has applied himself in 
the last 18 months at CTCRM 
has been exemplary and the 
contribution he has made has 
been quite remarkable. 
Despite having no previous 
experience of the Royal 
Marines he has earned the uni¬ 
versal respect and praise for 
his professionalism and sheer 
hard work." 


H MS PORTLANDS 
links with the 
South West were 
strengthened when the 
Lord Mayor of Weymouth 
and Portland made her 
first visit to the new Type 
23 frigate. 

The frigate is keen to 
develop links with Weymouth 
and Portland and CO Cdr 
Jonathan Handley used the 
visit ig discuss the ship's future 
involvement in charities, festi¬ 
vals and events throughout the 
Borough with Cllr Sandra 
McGown. 

One of the main topics for 
discussion was HMS 
Portland's commissioning 
ceremony at Devonport 
Naval Base, which is due to 
take place on May 3 during 
events described by Cdr 
Handley as ‘a two-day 
extravaganza: 

As well as the com missioning 
ceremony itself, the ship will he 
hosting a black lie ball and a day at 
sea for the families of the ship's 
company, and the civic dignitaries 
from Weymouth and Portland are 
already on the list of special 
guests. 

Cllr McGown said: “I am 
delighted that I will still be in 
office on the big day. This will start 
an exciting new chapter in the 
Borough's association with a 
brand new ship which was named 
especially to recognise our trudi- 


• BACK TO SCHOOL: HMS Talent's Lt Andrew Dutton with Maria 
Volkova at Bishop Cornish School, Saltash. 

Submariner goes 
back to school 

A ROYAL Navy officer has returned to the classroom to 
help a young Russian girl to brush up on her English. 

Ten-year-old Maria Volkova has been attending Bishop Cornish 
Primary School at Saltash since January after moving to England 
from Siberia with her mother Lora and older sister Kseniya. 


• MAYOR: Cllr Sandra McGown and HMS Portland's CO, Cdr 
Jonathan Handley. It was her first visit to the new Type 23. 


tional links with the Royal Navy." 

The association and affiliation 
of the Royal Navy with the 
Borough of Weymouth and 
Portland is long established, not 
least because it is the site of the 
former Portland Naval Base and 
the RN Air Station HMS Osprey. 

Despite the declining numbers 
of ships in the Fleet since World 
War 11, Portland has remained 
affiliated to a Royal Navy ship for 
the last 40 years and the current 
vessel is the P200U Fast Patrol 
Boat HMS Blazer. 

HMS Portland, a Puke-class 
Type 23 frigate which will be based 
at Devonport Naval Base, is the 


eighth Royal Navy vessel to bear 
the name of Portland. 

The last HMS Portland was a 
Bangor-class minesweeper which 
was captured by Japan in 
December 1941 while she was still 
on the stacks at Taikoa Dockyard. 
Hong Kong. 

The ship was completed as 
Japanese Minesweeper M/S> I til 
and she was eventually sunk by 
American air attack on March 10, 
1945. 


As Marla understood very 
little English and nobody at the 
school spoke Russian her 
teachers approached the Royal 
Navy to see If any locally- 
based Servicemen could help 
and LI Dutton, who studied 
Russian and French at Leeds 
University volunteered his 
services. 

Since then, Lt Dutton has 
made a series of visits io the 
school to teach Maria English 
and to Interpret her lessons 
and the youngster has already 
made great progress- 

Lt Dutton said: "Her level of 
English so far is amazing. The 
level of understanding Is cer¬ 


tainly there. For someone to 


a very clever little girl: 

Headmistress Jenny Thomas 
said: “We are delighted to have 
Marla at Bishop Cornish 
School. Coming from Siberia 
she helps to focus our chil¬ 
dren's Interest and knowledge 
of the wider world. 

We do so appreciate the 
Navy's help and support in 
allowing Lt Dutton to come to 
school to help teach Maria 
English and to translate for 
her.” 


Captain F6 calls in 

ANOTHER recent visitor to HMS Portland in Portsmouth was 
the Captain of the hth Frigate Squadron, Cap! Tony Johnstone- 
Burt. 

Capt Johnstone-Burt, who last saw the ship when she was still under 
construction, presented her Operations Officer* Lt Cdr Paul ‘Dusty 1 
Miller, with a General Service Medal for Air Operations Iraq in 1999. 

During the visit he also presented turd a Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal to the I lull department's POMRM( M) George 
Nicholson, to mark 15 years of unblemished service to the Royal Navy. 




High praise for Chaplain’s 
ministry on the waterfront 

NAVY CHAPLAIN Nick Woodcock has been blessed with a Commander-in-Chiefs 
Commendation for his work as waterfront chaplain for HMS Nelson in Portsmouth. 

The Commendation from 
Second vSca Lord Vice 
Admiral Peter Spencer on 
board HMS Victory, praised 
'the highly dedicated and 
professional manner' in 
which he established the 
waterfront chaplaincy. 

Rev Woodcock (54) has 
served in the Royal Navy for ten 
years in a variety of posts includ¬ 
ing HMS Warrior, at sea with the 
Second Frigate Squadron, HMS 
Sultan and Britannia Royal 
Naval College. Dartmouth. 

During his current appoint¬ 
ment he was charged with pro¬ 
viding pastoral care and support 
to those serving in ships along¬ 
side in the Naval base, an estab¬ 
lished role which had previously 
been handled from Admiralty 
House, whieh is a considerable 
distance from the ships'jellies. 

On his own initiative. Rev 
Woodcock established a perma¬ 
nent waterfront base in the guise 
of a portuhle building bedecked 
with a wooden cross and steeple. 

The idea proved enormously 
popular and has drawn acclaim 


• HIGH PRAISE: The Rev Nick Woodcock receives a 
Commendation from the Second Sea Lord r Wee Admiral Peter 
Spencer, on board the Admiral's flagship, HMS Wcfory. 




from all of the ship's companies 
to whom Rev Woodcock admin¬ 
isters. 

The commendation was m 
ticularly well-timed as R 


ar- 

.ev 


Woodcock is retiring from the 
Royal Navy Chaplaincy Service 
after ten years to become 
Presenter at Ely Cathedral, 
Cambridgeshire. 
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1 MOMENT OF TRl/TT/: P//ot Sfeve Nou/a/m fakes off in Sea Fury VR93Q, its first 1tight for more than 40 years . Ffofl/ air engine teste are scheduled tor the end of March . 
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HMS VANGUARD 

The Last British Battleship 

Replica model in 1:1250th tcalc, hand cast in metal and painted, the 
model which measure* 8" long, is mounted on a wooden plinth 
HYZ" complete with brass 


York tops list of 
trophy winners 

W ITH A hat trick of trophies for gunfire, the Type 42 destroyer HMS York 
leads the field among the 18 Royal Navy ships that have received 
annual awards for a range of activities in the year 2000. 

York took the Giytvikcn Cup for naval gunfire support as well as the Bcrcsfurd Cup for gunfire 
against surface targets and the Hibernia Trust Fund Award for the most efficient close-range firing. 


Three other ships - all Type 2.1 frigates - were dim- 
hlc winners: 

HMS Montrose wa.s awarded the McDonnell 
Douglas Harpoon Trophy and the BAB Scawolf 
(Vertical Launch) Shield for top performance in oper¬ 
ating both missile systems. 

HMS Norfolk look the Reel Sonar Efficiency 
Trophy and the Dowry Marine towed Array (sonar) 
Trophy, while HMS Grafton won ihe Chubb Fire 
Trophy for fire and damage control in major war 
vessels. RFAs and submarines - and l he UAL 
Maritime Trophy for her lop contribution in the field 
of maritime development. 

Other winners: Fleet Electronic Warfare 
Effectiveness Trophy - HMS illustrious; DAE Scawolf 
(Conventional Launch) Shield - HMS Cumberland: 
Emperor of India Bowl for contribution to surface-to- 
surface guided weapon use - HMS Cornwall. 


Marconi Scawolf Hacker Trophy - won by CFO 
Aspey of HMS Coventry; Mamie Cup for the most 
improved close-range weapons firing - HMS 
Glasgow; Kelvin ! iughes VFICTAC Trophy for simu¬ 
lated torpedo drops - HMS Liverpool. 

Surface Flotilla Communications Trophy - HMS 
Marlborough; Chubb Challenge Cup tor fire and 
damage control in minor war vessels - HMS 
Pembroke; Wamsham Trophy for contribution to inte¬ 
gration with the RAF HMS Southampton; James 
Acton Mincwarfare Efficiency Trophy - HMS 
Inverness. 

GlkhI Luck Cup for mincwarfare vessels' dose- 
range weapons use - HMS Middleton; Rcdifon 
Communications Trophy for minor war vessels - HMS 
Ledbury; Vosper Thornycrofi Efficiency Plaque for 
P20LHI Vessels HMS Express; Hone Trophy for 
survey ships' operational efficiency - HMS Beagle. 


Flight 
Sea Fury 
takes to 
the skies 


T HE ROYAL Navy 
Historic Flight has at 
last got a Sea Fury fly¬ 
ing again. 

The Flight received its origi¬ 
nal Sea Fury FB11 TF956 in 
1971 as a gift from the Hawker 
Aircraft Company and a sec* 
ond Fury, this time a T20 two- 
seater trainer, was donated by 
the Federal German Navy in 
1976. 

Sadly, after more than a 
decade of flying these aircraft 
at displays around Great 
Britain, both were lost in acci¬ 
dents. 

TF936 crashed into the sea 
off Prestwick in 1989 and the 
T20 was written-off after a 
forced landing in a field in 
Wincanton in 1990. 

Fortunately for the UK's fly¬ 
ing heritage, BAE Systems 
volunteered to undertake a 
massive restoration project to 
bring Sea Fury VR930 back lo 
flying standard. 

The project began at the 
BAE Systems Brough factory 
in June 1994 and with all the 
airframe work completed, the 
aircraft returned to Yeovil ton 
in 1998 for engine perfor¬ 
mance testing and test flying. 

Unfortunately, the engine 
suffered serious damage 
during ground running trials 
and had to be sent to Ricardo 
Consulting Engineers Ltd at 
Shoreham for repair, a task 
which took two years to 
complete 

The engine was then refitted 
to the aircraft by the Royal 
Navy Historic Flight and dur¬ 
ing the necessary perfor¬ 
mance checks. 

The checks revealed a leak 
In the Sea Fury's fuel tank 
which was repaired, and a sec¬ 
ond round of performance 
tests showed that all systems 
were functioning property. 

VR93CTS big day arrived on 
March 1 when the aircraft was 
taken for its first flight in 40 
years by pitot Steve Noujaim. 

Mr Noujaim, who normally 
fiys Paul Morgan's Sea Fury 
display aircraft WH5Q8, spent 
20 minutes in the air before 
cutting the flight short to 
make routine adjustments to 
the engine's running speed 
before proceeding to full air 
testing procedures. 

The next test flight was 
scheduled to take place as 
Navy News went to press. 


Final 
flight of 
Fairey 
Gannet 


AN AIRCRAFT which has 
stood at the gate of HMS 
Gannet for over 20 years 
was airborne again for a 
few seconds last month . 

Fairey Gannet number 
XL497, a propetler-driven early 
warning aircraft which operat¬ 
ed from the decks of Fleet air¬ 
craft carriers, retired to the 
main gate at HMS Gannet In 
1978 and It has remained there 
ever since . 

But it ta now badty in need of 
restoration, and a targe crone 
was used to move it across the 
road to the hangar workshops 
where it witi be renovated 
under the supervision of KLTZ 
Schleicher \ a German naval 
officer on exchange with the 
Royal Navy at HMS Gannet , 


1b iVfJcr your model *tnd ytmr name, juldrts* and daytime telephone number along 
with Vtmr with cheque or i rvdit ranj detail* (v^nuisirnrani) in: 

Angela Bowler, SKYTRTX LTD, Park Houre, 25 Park Road, Loughborough 
Leicestershire. LEll 3ED Tel: 01509 253298 Fax: 01509 210336 
v Emailukyiredidffcompuscrvc.com ru-asi At i.ou uayn mi i ivth> a 


Kit & Contents 
Insurance? Call 

/naafi^\ 

\financial') 


on: 00800 76 76 77 77 (free from the 
UK & Germany) Or drop into your local 
NAAFI Financial Centre 
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Options 




The Microloans 
repayment 
holiday i - - 


Borrow up to 
£2000 this 
April and make 
no repayments 
until July! 


Whatever you want... 

microloans 

...mates, vt possible. 


you re an 
raet with 


£1DO - ££,□□□ available at 
preferential rates far all 
serving members of the 
British Armed Forces 1 

Fixed repayments for easy 
budgeting 

Quick and easy to arrange 

Optional Payment Protection 
available 

IMo early settlement fees 
IXIo administration fees 


0800 54E488E 

Ilf LI 026 

Bam - Bpm everyday 

or visit our new website 

www. micralaans. co. uk 



Imperial Consolidated 

group of companies 


’Subject to status. Written quotations available on request. Data Protection Act: Telephone calls to and from Imperial Consolidated Financiers Ltd may be recorded 
or monitored for your security and to help improve our service In order to process your telephone application, we will need to check your financial standing by making 
a search at a credit reference agency which keeps a record of that search. Details of how you conduct your loan may also be disclosed to any credit reference agency \ vjfCCTAj/ t 

and this information may be used by other lenders in assessing applications from you and for occasional debt tracing and fraud prevention. Consumer Credit Licence /J'f 

No 451201 Imperial Consolidated Financiers Limited is part of the Impenal Consolidated UK Group * n *' ^ 
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Helping. Hands 



Former reservist 

shelters chldren 


Talks - and action 

DUNCAN Grant comes back to the UK during the spring and autumn 
from four to six weeks to give illustrated talks on the shelters to 
schools, churches, clubs and other organisations. 

Duncan can be contacted at the Anchorage Shelters, 301, 
Colsbawala Building, 71, Colaba Causeway, Mumbai - 400 005, India, 
tel 00 91 22 293 8960, fax 00 91 22 285 2037. 

The point of contact in the UK is Lt Cdr Alan Waters, who visits 
Mumbai three times a year to relieve Duncan. Contact Alan on 023 
9254 7301 for more details; donations should be sent to him at NSCTC, 
HMS Excellent, Portsmouth P02 6EB. 

Donations are always welcome - £5 will provide breakfast for 50 
street children at the shelters, and £25 will set a street child up with a 
nascent business - postcards, toys and balloons to sell to tourists. 


HEN former 

Naval Reserve 

officer Duncan 
Grant decided to 
put down some roots for the 
first time in his life, he chose a 
penthouse property close to 
the tourist centre of Mumbai. 

For £35,000 he got a room 14 
metres long and 5 metres wide with 
use of a touct, sink and shower. 

When the neighbours heard a 
foreigner was buying it, they were 
pleased - but not for long. 

Dunam (57) said: "They were 
horrified when I turned up with 25 
shrieking kids. Tbev complained to 
the police, bui l*d already spoken to 
them - and to the mayor.” 

Duncan insists on politeness from 
the children, and gmxl relationships 
with neighbours have been restored. 

In fact, Duncan - who spent 
more than 30 years in the RN 
Re senes, leaving as a lieutenant 
commander - had been thorough 
in hts preparations. 

After a working life which 
ranged from selling domestic elec- 
trical components to helping devel¬ 
op marinas in Turkey and the 
Caribbean, he worked for charities 
on the sub-continent: "I soon 
realised I was building up this clas¬ 
sic love-hate relationship with 
India," he said. 

When in W5 he decided he 
wanted to help street children in 
Mumbai, there was a ready-made 
umbrella group in Rescue a Child, 
set up by Catherine Douglas, and 
although there were no funds, his 
Anchorage Shelter Foundation 
became an outreach project of the 
main charity. 

When Duncan arrived in 
Mumbai, with just two bags as pos¬ 
sessions, he moved into a Salvation 
Army hostel and set about building 
a rapport with local people by hir¬ 
ing a char-wallah and drinking tea 
with anybody who wanted it in the 
gardens by the Gateway of India. 

"I quickly realised you cannot 
help everyone in Bombay, so 1 
ring-fenced an area, and asked a 
local group about setting up a shel¬ 
ter,'' said Duncan. 

"ITtcy said it was a wonderful 
idea, but the price of property was 
utterly exorbitant, so there was no 
chance of treading on anyone 
else's toes." 


Six months of searching and 
negotiations paid off when he 
secured the bright, airy third-floor 
room off Colaba Causeway, 
around ten minutes' walk front the 
Gateway of India, and just over 
two years ago the property was 
extended out on to a roof terrace. 

The populat ion fluctuates, peak¬ 
ing at just over 50, though at pre¬ 
sent it stands at 32. They all - 
Duncan, two UK gap year students 
and the children - five, eat and 
sleep in the property, which bene¬ 
fits from a water supply for about 
35 minutes a day if they are lucky. 

"There are no criteria for com¬ 
ing here except that they are from 
tins area of the city, Wc do not go 
out looking for them, residents 
bring people in,” said Duncan. 

"Most of these children are not 
orphans; they arc very underprivi¬ 
leged children from chaotic fami¬ 
lies and often if there's a stepfather 
in the house they tend to get 
chucked out. 

"Usually people who come in 
here do not go out to the streets 
again - we have managed to reset¬ 
tle about 21. 

“People often say to me it's a 
drop in the ocean, but here, in this 
area, we have made quite a dent in 
the negative attitude of the author¬ 
ities towards street children 

"Wc have had some people from 
very high up in the authorities who 
sit "and cal biryani with the street 
children. And* hopefully a child 
who benefits from this will mean 
an entire family tree which also 
benefits all the way down. But we 
are not going to win them all," 

T here are additional bene¬ 
fits to living in the shelter 
- once the children have 
an address, they are able 
to claim free medical and dental 
treatment, and can attend school. 

As the children got older, they 
moved out - most still keep in 
touch - but pressure of space 
meant a second shelter was neces¬ 
sary close by in Bedwar Park, a 
£5,000 waterfront building with 
spectacular views across a rubbish - 
strewn foreshore, where children 
play cricket among the rocks and 
pools of sewage, to the skyscrapers 
and luxury homes of Mumbai. 

This is home to 24 older youths, 
who do some form of apprentice¬ 
ship or take simple courses. 



Report: Mike Gray 

Pictures: PO(PHOT) Bernie Pettersen 


Looking for a 
better deal on 

CAR INSURANCE? 
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• Duncan Grant at 
the waterfront shelter 
for older youths. One 
resident. Dlpak Said , 
said: “Duncan la a 
very nice father to us. 
If it wasn't for him, we 
would be living on the 
footpath," 


As a party from I IMS 
Cumberland visited, one lad 
proudly showed off his suitcase, a 
Naval relic marked Junior Acting 
Cook M. Higgins'*. 

The shelter is simply decorated, 
with two iconic pictures - one of 
"The Good Shcphcred 1 (sic) and 
the other of the Kinetic Honda 
Scooter, 

A third shelter is rented at 
another sheltered harbour several 
miles away, a bolthole from the 
jnner-dty to where many of the 
shelter’s inhabitants graduate. 

Felicity Kendal is the shelters' 
patron, and the actress -who spent 
art of her childhood in Bombay - 
as visited twice in two years, She 
said she feels a particular affinity 
for Duncan s work. 

“1 know Bombay very, very well 
- I grew up there, and I know the 
situation, so as soon as 1 found out 
about this I became very intcrest¬ 
ed,” said Miss Kendal, who plans 


to visit the shelters once a year. 

The actress said she used to play 
with Indian children, picking up 
the language, and she still marvels 
at the attitude of the boys at the 
shelter and their compatriots on 
the streets: "They arc just so posi¬ 
tive with so very little, compared to 
what wc have got," she said. 

Duncan has spoken at the school 
attended by Miss Kendal's son. 
which prompted a fund-raising 
drive, and she has noth inn but 
praise for Duncan's efforts: "He is 
doing an extraordinary job - he is a 
wonderful man.” 

The visitors from HMS 
Cumberland were greeted like 
heroes, the warmth of their recep¬ 
tion causing one or two emotional 
scenes when the sailors finally left 
that evening. 

"When a ship comes there is a 
real big ‘Yippee!’ - it really 
reaks the monotony of life here, 
said Duncan. 



• Children tour HMS 
Cumberland with Weapons 
Engineering Officer Lt Cdr 
Peter Couison. 


"They have been looking for¬ 
ward to getting on hoard HMS 
Cumberland this morning - it's a 
little trip to Star Wars for them, 
“And the Royal Navy’s reputa¬ 
tion as being barmy about kids is 
well-known throughout the world. 

“Wc have had a tremendous 
response from Cumberland, The 
Zoo Mess (OMs) on board donat¬ 
ed their stereo equipment. 

"Lt Cdr Alan Waters did a 
round-robin of the Fleet, and 
Cumberland picked it up and said 
‘wc arc coming.’ 

"They sent £300 before they got 
here, and have brought £700 now, 
and there’s the stereo, and they held 
a party on board, and they have 


brought a barhccue here. It's been 
such a pleasure for the children. 

“The ship's company arc doing a 
paint job on the new terrace para¬ 
pet walls and the rear facade 
“The electrician from the ship is 
checking earthing connections and 
putting m a rat-proof power cable, 
"Newcastle and Suflierland were 
here Iasi year. Newcastle did a 
paint ioh at Anchorage 2 and host¬ 
ed a ship's visit on board.” 

PO Neil Carleton, one of the 
ship’s party, said: "There were 
about 30 volunteers, but we could 
only bring 12 as wc couldn't gel 
them all in. We always get quite a 
lot of volunteers for this sort of 
thing,” 



• Volunteers from HMS Cumberland had plenty of willing assis¬ 
tants when they decorated the Anchorage shelter. 
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Helping Hands 



Iron Duke 
pays up 

A CHEQUE for £3,000 has been 
passed on to the Si Mary's 
Hospital New Born Intensive C ure 
Baby Unit in Portsmouth by the 
ship’s company of HMS Iron 
Duke. 

The money was raised during 
the Type 23 frigate’s six-month 
deployment to Sierra Leone and 
the South Atlantic, where the lev¬ 
els of poverty and the conditions 
in which children were being 
raised spurred the ship’s company 
on to greater fund-raising efforts, 

Events including horse racing, 
hat racing, a raffle and a spon¬ 
sored no-smoking campaign are 
expected to have raised a grand 
total of £3,300. and it is hoped the 
money will he used towards the 
purchase of an incubator. 

Argonaut cash 

ACTIVITIES by the ship’s compa¬ 
ny of HMS Fearless during 
Exercise Argonaut 2tKHJ raised 
money for three causes in 
Yorkshire. 

Capl Chris Pam. Commanding 
Officer of the amphibious assault 
ship, travelled to Scarborough 
Town Hall to present the cheques, 
each for i 145, to the Mayoress* 
Community Fund, Scarborough 
branch of the KNLI. and 
Wood I ands School in the town. 

Trek challenge 

FUNDRAISERS who Fancy an 
arduous five-dav trek along the 
Yellow River in Inner Mongolia in 
aid of the National Autistic 
Society in September should con¬ 
tact Melanie Jaques on 020 7003 
3522 or e-mail no.\ . org.ttk 

for details and an application 
pack. 



War dead 


honoured 


"We want to use the cycle ride to 
bring comfort lo those" who have 
never seen their loved one’s grave 
or memorial," said Ll Cdr Rawson. 

“We arc offering relatives of 
those buried in 151) 
Commonwealth W^r Grave ceme¬ 
teries or commemorated in the 
Somme the opportunity to receive 
a photo of their resting place." 

For a donation of £15 the 
cyclists will provide a 5.75 x 4in 
photo, including all production 
costs and postage. 

[lie offer is limited to the first 
150 applicants. 

For further details, or for spon¬ 
sorship enquiries, contact Lt Cdr 
Rawson on 0173b 763002 

(evenings) or visit the website at 
www, hehton netfeydesomme 

Run for KIDS 

A RATING at HMS 
Collingwood is running the 
London Marathon this month 
in aid of KIDS charity, the 
Fareham organisation which 
helped his Tour-year-old son 
overcome speech difficulties. 

WE A Richard McKinstray 
has already received pledges 
of several hundred pounds, 
including one of £350 from the 
establishment's rugby club, 
but further donations are wel¬ 
come via Marie Lortey. 

Col ling wood's public relations 
officer, on 01329 332312. 


AN ABSEIL down the air 
traffic control tower at RN 
air station Culdrose 
raised £400 towards a 
boat for the Bishop's 
Forum, which runs out¬ 
door pursuit centres for 
disadvantaged children. 

Culdrose Survival 
Officer S/Lt Tony Dunn 
(second left) and officer 
candidate CFO Doug 
Davie presented the 
cheque to instructors 
Malt Sharp and Mike 
Kevern at the Forum's 
Goodygrane centre at 
Halvasso. 


THREE Royal Navy cyclists 
arc planning a sponsored trip 
around the cemeteries and 
memorials of the Somme next 
month to raise funds for the 
Royal British Legion and 
Combat Stress, and to com* 
memoralc the 125,000 dead of 
World War 1 who are buried 
there. 

Lt Cdr Clive Rawson, Ll Chris 
Canning imd PO Michael Weston, 
ill I of HMS Seahawk, are making 
the ten-day trip in their own time 
and hope to raise L3.fHH) for the 
Poppy Appeal. 

There is also the chance for rela¬ 
tives to obtain a memento of a lust 
resting place of a family member. 


Seeking the high 


PEOPLE with a head for heights 
may wish to consider helping the 
Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow 
Trust hy taking the direct route 
down from a crane or monument 
i n Scotland 

Kevin Baker, of the Trident 
Club at H MS Neptune, is organis¬ 
ing two charity abseils. 

The first, on April 2L is a 160ft 
free ahseil from the Finniestuii 
Crane in Glasgow, and the second, 
an Mas PL will be a 220fl descent 
of the Wallace Monument. 


Money raised will go towards 
research into leukaemia and help¬ 
ing fight the disease. 

lb make a donation, or for fur¬ 
ther details, contact Kevin or John 
Anderson at the Trident Club, 1IM 
Naval Base Clyde, Helensburgh 
am SHt„ tel 1)7779 IMHI7IS fruit 
93255 3533), 

Further details an I he work of 
the Trust, and how nr become a 
hone marrow donor, call l NO I HK2 
2234 or sec the website at 
wwwutnifumy'tttthm f irg.uk 


In Brief 


TWO helicopters, their crew and 
support personnel from 819 Naval 
Air Squadron have returned to 
MM*S Gannet after their global 
deployment with RFA Fort 
Victoria and brought with them 
a cheque for £960, raised at vari¬ 
ous events, to the Ayr-based 
Malcolm Sargent Trust, which 
helps provide respite care for chil¬ 
dren w ith cancer 

SENIOR rates from HMS 
Collingwood have donated a 
digital camera to Shaw Trust, 
Harbour Enterprises, a centre 
providing support to people 
with mental health problems, 

THE CULDROSE Air Day fund 
has yielded £5,000 for King 
George’s Fund for Sailors, and 
Commodore Chris Waite, the 
Commanding Officer of the air 
station, handed over the cheque to 
u former Culdrose officer - Capl 
Donald Morison, KGFS chairman. 

CAMEL races and mess fines 
during last year's Gulf deploy¬ 
ment contributed to a total ol 
£800 raised by HMS Monmouth 
for the Diabetes Clinic at 
Derriford Hospital, Plymouth. 

The clinic is of particular sig¬ 
nificance to CPO Geoff Roberts, 
whose 15-year-old son Ciaran 
needs daily insulin injections to 
control the condition. 

THE BAND of HM Royal 
Marines Portsmouth is performing 
at the Freemasons’ Hall, Covent 
Garden, on April 5 in aid of King 
George’s Fund lor Sailors. Tickets 
cost £17, and are available from 
KGFSon (120 7932 (Km 

A 24-HO UR snooker marathon 
at HMS Nelson by POSTD 
Richie Farman and OM Dusty 
Rhodes has raised £684 for 
Comic Relief. The pair man¬ 
aged 47 frames. 




Yacht Brooch 
with enamelled 
sails. 

WAS U4& 

NOW £65 

A ho available with 
Gild salts 






Jjj'j! Gold 

Yacht Brooch 
with enamelled 
sails. 

WAS £J&tr 

NOW £150 

Available in White/Rlue 
and Yellow f Blue 



Yacht Brooch 
with enamelled 
sails . 

WAS 

NOW £99 

Avaitable in White/Blue, 
White/Yellaw and 
Blue/ Yellow. 



. J 41 


Gold 


Red and Yellow 
Gold yacht 
brooch. 

WAS &9G 

NOW £150 

Aha available in 9ct 
Bed and Yellow Gold 


T- elegant collection of 
yacht brooches has been 
exclusively designed for 
Navy News by Sceptre 


Jewels of London. 



Each piece of jewellery comes 
presentation boxed. 


SB Illustrations are not 
actual size 



Yacht Brooch 
with enamelled 
sails. 

WAS 

NOW £189 

Available in WkitefBlue, 
White/Yellow 
and YtllowfBlue. 
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<e last remaining survivor of the sinking of HMS Hood recalls the events of 60 years ago 







Seconds from 


death - and 60 


years to reflect 


A S TED Briggs 
gulped down oily 
water deep in die lev 
seas of the Denmark 
Strait* he didn't feel very lucky. 

The young signal man had lite r¬ 
ally stepped from the bridge of rhe 
legendary battle cruiser HMS 
Hood as she rolled and sank, riven 
by explosions and fires started by 
shells from the German battleship 
Bismarck* 

At first sucked down by the 
dying ship* Ted si ill recalls his 
struggle for life* and the realisation 
that he would not survive - only to 
be forced up through the oil-slick 
on the surface in tunc to see the 
last moments of the warship which 
first weaved its magic on him in the 
summer of 1935 when he had 
gazed in awe at Hood as she lay off 
a Yorkshire town. 

”1 was 12 years old when I saw 
her - that still sticks in my mind." 
said led. now a charming* thought¬ 
ful man who looks younger than 
his 78 years* 

“1 wasn't really looking to join 
the Navy before that, but Fsau this 
ship at Re dear twach and I was 
quite impressed/’ 

Indeed. Ted's luck begun almost 
as soon as he joined the Royal 
Navy, spurred into the service by 
his attraction to the ship. 

lie trained 
Ganges, and his 
draft fulfilled hi 
dreams by send¬ 
ing him to join 
the Hood at 
Scapa Flow. 

Sharing a 
capital ship 
with 1.420 
others 
came as a 
shock ini¬ 
tially* but 
by May 24, 

1941* when 
Hood was 
steaming 
north in com- 

P any with HMS 
ririce of Wales, in 
search of the 


TED BRIGGS talks 
exclusively to MIKE GRAY. 


German ships Bismarck and [Tin/ 
Eugen* Ted fell at home* and in no 
immediate danger* 

"There was no sense of anything 
being wrong with the ship on that 
day. said Ted. 

“We knew two powerful ships 
were coming, hut there was no 
sense that we were going to gel 
sunk* or pounded* or anything like 
that/' 

The two German raiders, aiming 
to break out into the Atlantic to 
wreak havoc on convoys, were 
being shadowed by the cruisers 
Norfolk and Suffolk, which guided 
the British capital ships to their 
fateful rendezvous. 

Hood and the Prince of Wales 
had steamed to the area at 29 
knots, leaving their destroyer 
escort some 50 mites in lheir wake 
as the smaller ships struggled 
through heavy seas. 

As Ted worked as the Flag 
Lieutenant's runner on the com¬ 
pass platform, from where the 
admiral's staff directed the action* 
he was privy to the thoughts and 
plans of Admiral Holland and 
Captain Kerr, who wanted the two 
heavy' ships to concentrate their 
fire on the Bismarck 
while Norfolk and 
Suffolk engaged 
the Prinz, 
Eugcn, The 
destroyers 
were to 
join the 
action as 
soon as 
possi¬ 
ble. fir¬ 
ing tor¬ 
pedoes, 
B u I 
t h c 
smaller 
German 
ship had at 
some point 
taken the 
lead* and with 
their similar 
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in the Hood was 
not as good hs 


lines. The Bismarck was at first 
ignored. 

“Gunnery 
good, hut 
Bismarck*” said Ted. 

■‘We fired a couple of salvoes at 
what we thought was the Bismarck 
before the Prince of Wales said we 
were firing at the wrong ship and 
we changed over, 

“At I hat distance you could only 
see the superstructures/’ 

"We fired about six salvoes 
before Bismarck answered - we 
took her by surprise. She had no 
idea there were heavy units in the 
vicinity* because of radio silence. 

“We had hit her with one which 
caused a fuel leakage, hut it wasn't 
all that serious. 

“When she did reply, her 
first salvo fell short - you 
could see the splashes. The 
next went over and you 
could hear the roar like a 
thousand express trains. 

“The third hit the ba*se of the 
mainmast* causing u fire in the 4m 
ready use ammunition lockers. 

“The Captain said leave it until 
the ammunition has been expend¬ 
ed. and clear the boat-deck of per¬ 
sonnel. That was when Bob (AH 
Hob Tilbum, of the 4in gun atm on 
the hout deck l saw what was going 
on - there was sheer carnage." 

“In the next salvo one shell took 
away the spotting top, hut didn't 
explode. 

“An officer fell on to the bridge 
wmg - the only way we could tell he 
was an officer was ny the rings on his 
sleeve. He had no face left* and no 
hands. That shook up Bill Dundas 
(action midshipman of the watch). 

“The fifth salvo hit us us wc were 
coming in, bows on, to dose the 
range io 12 mites as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. 

“There was no explosion that I 
could hear. We were thrown off 
our feet and I saw a gigantic sheet 
of flame which shot round the 
compass platform, 

“The snip started listing to star¬ 
board, about I (M2 degrees, then it 
started to right itself. 

“The Quartermaster reported 
that the steering gear had gone, 
and we were to go to emergency' 
conning, but as we did the ship 
started going to port* and it kept 
going. 

u lt got to 30-4B degrees and we 
realised the ship wasn't coming 
hack. 


“There was no panic - 
it’s uncanny, hut every¬ 
thing seemed to be in slow 
motion. 

"We tried to get out of I be 
starboard door. The Gunnery 
Officer was just in front of me, 
and the Navigating Officer 
sUkkI to one side to let me go 
through, 

“I had got half-way down the 
ladder to the admiral’s bridge 
when we were level with the w'ater. 
We were just dragged under. 

“1 do not know how long it was, 
bul I got to the stage where I just 
couldn’t hold my breath any more. 

“It sounds silly but there was a 
cartoon of Tom and Jerry- where 
Tom is drowning, and he had a 
blissful smile on his face. I was 
just like that - a calm accep¬ 
tance - and then suddenly I 
shot to i he surface* 

“1 came up on the 
side, even though I f 
gone out of the si a 
board door - 1 don't 
know how t got 
there and 1 was 
roughly 50 yards 
away from the 
ship. 

“The ship 
was standing 
on end from 
B-lurrei up - 
that was the 
most terrify' 
mg sight you 
could see. 

*i swam 

away as fast as 1 could* so that 1 
wouldn’t get sucked down again, 
and when t looked back the ship 
had gone, hut the oil on the water 
had caught fire. 

“I panicked and swam a wav 
again, but when I looked back 
again the fire was out.” 

~ Ted clambered on to one of the 
3fl square rafts that floated in the 
wreck age-strewn oily water* and 
spotted Midshipman Bill Dundas* 
from the compass platform* and 
AB Bob Til bum, who had survived 
the carnage among the 4in gun 
crews on the boat deck. 

Both had scrambled on to rafts, 
which meant that there were just 
three survivors of the sinking which 
claimed the lives of 1*418 sailors, 
“There wasn’t a sign of anyone 
else - wc couldn't see any bodies or 
anything.” said Ted* 

“1 think those below decks 
would not have stood a hope in 
hell* and those on the upper decks 
were killed or wounded before the 
ship went. I just couldn’t grasp it. 
"Wc could see the Prince ol 




• Ted Briggs reflects on his escape from the sinking battle cruiser HMS Hood, 
which he joined in 1939 on completion of training at HMS Ganges (picture left). 

Picture. LA(PHOT) Flo Footti (ZSL) 


Wales disappearing, still firing, and 
when she had gone I could see in 
the distance the tops of three fun¬ 
nels - one of the cruisers, bul I did¬ 
n't know which one. And that was it. 

“I remember Bill Dundas was 
singing Roll Out the Barrel, like he 
was conducting a band - he was 
just keeping his circulation going* 
because it was biller cold,” 


T h 

: 


hey drifted for nearly four 
hours in the ocean .swell 
until laic morning, when Bill 
Dundas saw- the destroyer HMS 
Elcctra making her way towards 
the three survivors. 

Once on hoard Elcctra. the Hood 
men were taken down to the mess 
decks and liberally plied with rum, 
which had the beneficial dTcei of 
making them sick, bringing up some 
of the oil they had sw allowed 
They were landed at Reykjavik* 
and after their initial recovery they 
went hy troopship to Greenock 
and on by train to London, i ravel- 
ling in some style but not allowed 
to sec or speak to anyone. 


“ 


• HMS Hood\ launched in 1918 
and the pride of the Royal Navy 
between the war$ f pictured at 
speed 


The HMS Hood Association website, dedicated to the memory 
ot the men and the ship, is at www.hmshooil.com 


In London they were ushered in 
to see Second Sea Lord Admiral 
Whitworth* Admiral Holland’s 
predecessor* who recognised 
Briggs - “I hud knocked him on to 
his bum coming down from the 
compass platform of the Hood one 
dark night*” said Ted. 

The sinking shook the Royal 
Navy and everybody else rigid. 
When it came out* everybody just 
kept saying they just couldn't 
believe it, 

“She weni down at 6,05am on 
Mav 24, and it was announced* so I 
understand, on the six o’clock news 
that night/' 

AFtcr the sinking, the trio were 
deemed unfit for sea. and Ted went 
to the RN Signal School at the RN 
Barracks in Portsmouth, which was 
in the process of moving to 
Lcydene as HMS Mercury 

1 was sent out there to help out 
but il was more or less ’leave him 
alone and let him do what he 
wants'/’ said Jed, 

“l used to wander down the 
broad walks. The chap in charge 
was an old and hold signal bosun, 
and he came across me one day 
and said: ’What are you doing?’ 

“I said 1 just wanted to forget, 
and he said: ’You are never going 
to forget - you are a Naval curio 
and no one will Jet you forget '/' 
Ted then spent a year at HMS 
Royal Arthur* u hostilUics-oniy 
training establishment in a con¬ 
verted holiday camp at Skegness, 
before he was declared fit for sea 
duties again, and he was back on 
the water after 18 months ashore. 
Again* luck was with Ted, for 
while he certainty did not have it 
easy for the remainder of the war 
and after, he emerged unscathed - 
**! was bloody lucky* I didn’t really 
get any damage at all,” he laughed. 

He was at the Sicily landings. 
Salerno and D-Day with 
Combined Ops HO ship HMS 
Hilary, then with frigate 

■ Turn to pa go 17 
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Remembering the Hood 


uesert 
poses no 
problem 

A SAILOR who crossed the 
Sahara on a motorbike for 
charity overcame giant 
sand dunes and sand 
storms, but almost came 
unstuck at a party. 

CPO Simon Newbound. of 
HMS Talent, took six weeks to 
complete the trip, losing a 
stone in weight in the process. 

He admitted to worries when 
on his own, particularly in 
sand storms in the middle of 
the desert, though his BMW 
R1150 GS bike did not fail him. 

There was also time to won- 
der at the beauty of it all. 

“The sheer scale of the 
sand dunes and beauty of 
them was amazing - the 
dunes looked so perfect they 
didn’t look real. They were as 
much as 400 metres high," 
said Simon. 

An invitation to a function at 
the British Embassy in Rabat 
posed Simon a wardrobe chal¬ 
lenge. 

“The smartest clothes I 
owned were stolen in Tantan, 
which left a limited choice,” 
said Simon. 

“One set - stinking and 
filthy from over two weeks 
continuous wear in the desert, 
and the second - my 
Manchester United shirt and 
green combat trousers.” 

Simon is raising cash for 
the children’s ward at 
Derriford Hospital, Plymouth, 
and Manchester Children’s 
Hospital, and any further 
donations are welcome using 
charity account number 
10116971 at Barclays Bank 
(sort code 20-68-10), or send¬ 
ing cheques made payable to 
Sahara Crossing for Kids, c/o 
CPO (Sonar) Simon 
Newbound, HMS Talent, 
Devonport Naval Base, 
PLymouth PL2 2BG. 


Training 
is put to 
the test 

TWO ROYAL Navy pilots 
under training found their 
leadership experience and first 
aid training pul to the test 
sooner than they expected. 

Lt Philip Richardson and S/Lt 
Matthew Punch, under training at 
RAP College Cninwcll and taking 
part in a mountain leadership 
exercise in the Lake District, were 
asked to help rescue a climber. 

A 19-year-old from Halifax on a 
character-building exercise. Shane 
lerry. had fallen several hundred 
feet to a ledge, and the two Navy 
men. along with RAF colleagues 
Sqn Ldr Alan Pearson and APO 
James Taylor, had to clamber 
down the side of the mountain and 
climb back up to the stricken man. 

When they reached him, he was 
suffering a broken leg, hypother¬ 
mia and deep shock, so the 
Servicemen dug a shelter and 
administered first aid before an 
RAF search and rescue helicopter 
flew him to hospital. 

Lt Richardson said he talked to 
Shane for more than an hour to 
keep him awake while awaiting the 
arrival of the helicopter. 

“After a while I began to run out 
of things to talk about, so to keep 
him conscious I resorted to listing 
every type of ship in the Royal 
Navy. I tnink it worked.” 

■ Itoo helicopters from 819 Naval 
Air Squadron, based at HMS 
Gannct. took pan in a mountain 
rescue exercise at Glencoe with 
the Royal Logistics Corps, 
Glencoe mountain rescue team 
and 25 Russians from the civilian 
EMERCOM disaster relief team. 

The helicopters also helped the 
Russians move about in difficult 
snow conditions - they were 
apparently unused to the maritime 
influence, which can bring waist- 
deep slush at lower levels and hard 
snow at height. 


iau< 

world, the football team of 
HMS Newcastle set its 
sights on a goal closer to 
home - and came away with 
the spoils. 

'The TVpc 42 destroyer 
proudly represented her name¬ 
sake city when she undertook 
the global deployment Naval 
Task Group 2(KM) last year. 

Her footballers managed to 
complete the deployment unbeat¬ 
en. and their reward was a new set 
of Newcastle United kit. courtesy 
of St James’ Park. 

The ships Commanding 
Officer. Cdr Steve Pearson, has 
made it a priority to develop his 
ship’s affiliations, and he believes 
the effort will have spin-offs for 
both the ship and the city. 

The football link goes back to a 
visit Cdr Pearson made to the 
North-East to return Salty the 

f lobe-trotting bear to Marine Park 
irst School in Whitley Bay. 
“Bobby Robson was staying in 
the same hotel as me. so I went 
over and introduced myself,” said 
Cdr Pearson. 

M I told him that my football 
team went round the world unde¬ 
feated, and laid a challenge to him 
for a game between a representa- 


• Newcastle United manager Bobby Robson meets up with sailors from HMS Newcastle. 


live Newcastle United team 
against the lads from the ship.” 

The possibility of playing that 
match is being investigated, out in 


Sailors plan reunion 


ALMOST 25 years after the 
making of the documentary 
Sailor , some of the partici¬ 
pants are planning a reunion. 

A group of radio operators 
from the old HMS Ark Royal 
in 1976-77 are getting togeth¬ 
er to reminisce. 

Any ROs (T or G, PO or 
LRO) who served in the Ark 
at the time should contact 
George (Weekes) Mitchell at 
ttiesparker&thefreeinternet. co. uk 
or Tom Barr at 8, Grosvenor 


Avenue, Lowton, Warrington, 
WA3 2JL, tel 01942 729211. 

The organisers believe it 
possible other members of 
the ship's company might 
want to arrange their own 
reunions to coincide. 

Organisers are also partic¬ 
ularly keen to hear from a 
gravelly-voiced Scottish 
singer called Rod, believed to 
be in the Los Angeles area, 
who had something to do 
with the theme song. 


the meantime the club presented 
the destroyer’s football team with a 
new Newcastle United strip - both 
club and shin proudly feature the 
distinctive black-and-white stripes 
wherever possible. 

The club also made it possible 
for the men of HMS Newcastle to 
lake a party from the Percy Hcdlcy 
School to the United training 
ground, where they met a number 
of their heroes, including former 
England captain Alan Shearer. 

“Bobby Robson was there. He’s 
a wonderful man - he spent a lot of 
time talking to the kids and speak¬ 
ing to the sailors.” said Cdr 
Pearson. 

“We swapped advice we sug- 
esled how he might push for 
urope. and he gave us some 


advice on the use of wing-backs in 
the Royal Navy football competi¬ 
tion.” 

The ship also look the opportu¬ 
nity to present a cheque for £1.000 
to the Percy Hcdlcy School, which 
caters for children with special 
needs. 

The money was part of the total 
raised by the destroyer during last 
year’s deployment. 

Enough money had also been 
raised by the sailors for a digital 
camera, which came in very useful 
as the children sought out their 
own particular Gcordie stars for 
pictures and autographs. 

Plans have been made for a visit 
by the ship itself to the Tyne before 
the end of the year. 


ROYAL NAVY 
SUBMARINE 
CENTENARY 


Orders are now being taken for the Commemorative Brochure for this historic 
event involving the biggest ever international gathering of submarines at Faslane 
between 28 May and 2 June 2001. 

The brochure will include articles and pictures from all the participating nations 
as well as information from companies who support the Submarine Service. 

The brochure will be a high quality, full colour souvenir of the weeklong 
celebrations in Faslane. 

To order please complete the application form below. Brochures will be 
despatched during the last week of May 2001. 


NAME . Please post to: 

. ebr Event Management Ltd, 

ADDRESS . Riverside House, 

. Clough Bank, 

. Edmund Road, 

. Sheffield, 

POSTCODE . S2 4EL 


Please makes all cheques payable to; 

ebr tvent Management Limited. MasterCard, Switch, 

Solo and Visa accepted - please include card details. 


Brochure cost - £5. Add £2 post and 
packing for UK addresses and £4 post and 
packing for all overseas addresses. 


An online booking service is available at www.sub2001.com 


■ From page 16 

HMS Kingsmill at the Walchercn 
landings. 

“I was terrified hy the action 
side of it, but it was something 
entirely different so it didn’t really 
bring the Hood business back 
then,” said Ted. 

“The ships were never hit - a 
couple of near-misses with bombs, 
that sort of thing, but nothing 
else.” 

After the war, in another frigate. 
HMS BrLsscndcn, Ted served on 
the Palestine patrols, then he 
spent over two years in the cruiser 
HMS Ceylon, including the 
Korean War. 

He took his officers’ promotion 
course and rejoined the C eylon in 
time for the Suez crisis but 
strangely, he never, in more than 
30 years, sailed again through the 
Denmark Strait and over the wreck 
where so many friends and ship¬ 
mates lay. 

Ted finally left the Service in 
1973. his last appointment being 
on a leading rates' leadership 
course at Whale Island. 

“I left as a two-ringer with an 
M BE as a consolation prize,” said 
Ted. 

”1 look back at my Royal Navy 
catccr with pride. I was sorry to 
leave, but the time had come, 
because I was in communications 
and the new technology was get¬ 
ting way above my head, so I had 
no regrets. 

“I had 35 years in, and I was 
thoroughly satisfied. I still have a 
sense of pride in the Navy. 

“I get quite sad when I look at 
the size of the Navy today, but. for 
example, four of us at the associa¬ 
tion were invited aboard HMS 


Newcastle, and when I looked 
round on a conducted tour I 
realised that that ship packed more 
firepower than Hood and quite a 
few others put together. 

“So although the Royal Navy 
has got smaller it’s still good, it’s 
still the best.” 

Tfcd’s fellow survivors arc both 
long gone now. and Ted bears the 
brunt of the enduring fascination 
with the loss of a ship which sym¬ 
bolised British - and Royal Naval - 
power and pride between the wars. 

T ired of his role as a “Naval 
curio” as each anniversary 
rolled round, Ted is now 
more sparing in his interviews - 
although it is not because they 
bring everything back into sharp 
focus. That happens anyway. 

“Looking back, it’s still fresh in 
my mind - I do get quite emotion¬ 
al at times. For example, it takes a 
hell of a lot of getting out. that 
exaltation that I do every year at 
Boldrc church for the memorial 
service.” he said. 

“It still affects me - I fill up. And 
ten years ago a psychiatrist told me 
that was natural - I said it was 50 
years ago, but he said it was so 
deep-seated that I will never get 
rid of it.” 

Ted was invited out to the site of 
the sinking with a Danish ship 
some years ago, but his doctors 
blocked it, saying it would do him 
harm. 

His emotions also make it diffi¬ 
cult for him to contemplate the 
prospect of divers going to the 
wreck, or pictures being beamed 
back from the sca-bed well over a 
mile down. 

“When the idea was first sug¬ 
gested I said ‘No, in no way.’ She is 


a war grave and should be treated 
as such,” he said. 

But members of the Hood 
Association were receptive to the 
idea. 

“At an AGM. a friend of long¬ 
standing said: ‘What is your objec¬ 
tion. Ted?’ I said she’s a war grave 
and she shouldn’t he touched. 

“He said if you went into a 
cemetery and took a photo of your 
mother’s grave, would you regard 
that as desecration? I can sec his 
point. 

“As the association agreed. I 
went along with it reluctantly, so 
long as they look, but don't touch. 

“And if they went down, there is 
still some doubt about what exactly 
happened, so they might get some 
photographic survey and it could 
clarify the matter. 

“But I still have reservations 
about anyone going down there.” 

Ted bears no ill feelings toward 
those who brought about the 
destruction of his pride and joy, 
and he has met Bismarck survivors 
- around 110 were plucked from 
the sea by the cruiser HMS 
Dorsetshire after the German bat¬ 
tlecruiser was sunk, little more 
than three days after she had 
despatched Hood. 

Around 2,100 died, many 
drowning as the Dorsetshire was 
forced to leave the scene, a report¬ 
ed sighting of a U-boat causing her 
commanding officer to make the 
safety of his ship a priority. 

"They were doing their joh and 
we were doing ours,” said Ted. 

“One of the German survivors, 
Josef Statz, wrote a book about the 
Bismarck - he should have come 
over with a small German contin¬ 
gent to a reunion hut he wasn’t 
very well. He actually died about 
three days later. 

“He wrote a dedication in it: To 
the only living survivor of the HimkI 
from one of the few surviving mem¬ 
bers of the Hismarck. in the desperate 
hope that such idiocy never happens 
again. 

“I think that sums it up.” 


The Imperial War Museum is holding a lunch-time recep¬ 
tion on Wednesday, May 23, to mark the 60th anniversary 
of the sinking of the Bismark. Guest of honour is Sir 
Ludovic Kennedy. Veterans of this action, whether offi¬ 
cers or ratings, who would be interested in attending the 
reception should write to Christopher Dowling, Imperial 
War Museum, Lambeth Road, London SE1 6HZ. 


Geordies earn stripes 
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Sea Cadets 




SOUTHERN EXCHANGE TO SYDNEY 


C ADETS from Southern and South West Areas 
travelled to Sydney to take part in an interna¬ 
tional exchange with others from Singapore, 
the USA, South Korea and Hong Kong. 

The UK group led by Lt(SCC) Kevin Milligan, CO of 
Camber ley unit, spent two and a half weeks in both 
Sydney and Canberra, visiting naval bases including 
HMAS Watson, 

It was here that they visited the bridge simulator used 
to train officer of the watch students, while the first week 
was also spent touring ships at the Garden Island Naval 


Base and sailing in the harbour 
They took the chance to visit the Blue Mountains, 
about two hours' drive from Sydney - so called because 
of the blue haze that rises from the trees. 

The day also allowed LC Kirsty Longley to meet up 
with her great aunt for the first time. 

The first weekend saw more sailing, sun bathing and 
shopping, together with training with the Australian Sea 
Cadets. On the Sunday the group began a three-day visit 
to Canberra, staying at the communications base HMAS 
Harman. Here they visited the Houses of Parliament and 
the Australian War Memorial before cooling off at the 


water theme park Wonderland. 

Back in Sydney they were invited to take part in 
Maritime Commander's Divisions - the first that had 
been held for 20 years - where they were inspected by 
Rear Admiral G. Smith. 

Divisions also provided a chance for another member 
of the group to catch up with family, as also on parade 
was Lt Milligan's brother, a POMEM in the RAN who 
transferred from the RN four years ago. 

• The international Sea Cadet Exchange at HMAS 
Brisbane , with the UK group at the top of the brow. 


TS COVENTRY'S Sian Coles represented the unit at the 
Children's Society’s Christ! ngle celebration at Coventry 
Cathedral. 

She joined hundreds of children from across the country 
in a procession to light tea lights and raise funds for the 
Society's work with some of the UK's most vulnerable 
young people. 

Thousands of candles have been lit in churches through¬ 
out the Christingte season to represent the 100,000 children 
who run away from home or care each yean 


Sian lights the 
way fop youth 




CLEO CARRIED ON 


HMS CLEOPATRA Old Shipmates Association has 
bought the nameboard of the Leander-class frigate at 
auction -and handed it over to TS Cleopatra for safe¬ 
keeping. 

The ship was first commissioned in 1966 and was in 
service with the Royal Navy for 25 years. She was the first 
of her class to be fitted with the Exocet surface-to-sur¬ 
face missile. 


• Cdr E, A. Rowe , president of the HMS Cleopatra Old 
Shipmates Association , hands the ship s nameboard to 
the CO of the Harrogate unit, U Debbie Williams. 
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Vengeance 
collects an 
express 
delivery 

RA1LTRACK Pic have steamed in with £300 so TS 
Vengeance can buy new uniforms for their junior section. 

The Stratford and Urmston unit were presented with the 
cheque during their Ministry of Defence Part 2 Inspection. 

• Seen here with the king-size cash bonus are (left to 
right) Atison Kerry (Rail track), junior cadets Jermaine 
Hope , Zeshan Choudhry t Andrew Baxter Kim Bond t Cara 
Phitiips and Karen Gee (Railtrack). 





BEST Overall Visiting Unit to 
Holyhead Sea Cadet Boating 
Station last year was TS 
Dolphin. 

Lt A. McAvady travelled 
down to Chatham to meet 
members of the Keighley unit 
and accompany them on a 
week’s offshore training on 
hoard the Marine Society 
Vessel TS Earl of Romney. 

He is seen presenting the 
Holyhead Trophy to Lt 
M Jones, commanding officer 
TS Dolphin, while the Earl of 
Romney was alongside 11 MS 
President at Tower Bridge. 


BRADFORD unit won the Senior Boys section in 
the Eastern Area Five-a-Side competition held at 
St ivo Recreation Centre, St Ives, Huntingdon. 
Together with the other team winners, they went 
forward to the National Finals held at 
Portsmouth as Navy News went to press last 
month. 

Here they receive their trophy from Deputy 
Area Officer Major Angus Person, RM. 


I The Team Works I 


Navy News 


The Team Works 


Team Work has always been 
what the Royal Navy 
is all about - and in today’s 
highly sophisticated technical 
warships it matters just as much 
as it did in the days of sail. 

Also, more than ever before, it means 
being able to work as a team in 
joint operations with the rest 
of our Armed Forces. 

Our calendar features some of the 
people who help make sure 
TheTeam Works in 2001. 

A collectors calendar of splendid colour 
pictures printed on fine grade paper, wire 
bound at the head and with high quality 
varnish cover. 

Size approx: 37cm. i 28,5cm. 

T o 

Price — £2.00 uk 

£2.60 Surface Mail Abroad 


send your orders to.* The Business Manager, Navy News, HM5 Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 
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NEWSVIEW 


Soul survivor 


T ed Briggs’ sole claim to fame in the tide of Naval his¬ 
tory is that he is the bast surviving survivor of HMS 
Hood’s last voyage in pursuit of the Bismarck, 
ft is not a distinction he has ever much enjoyed - and 
these days less and less. For the past 60 years he has 
been regarded, not so much as a naval hero, but as a 
naval curio. 

There were just three survivors from the battlecruiser 
known as the ‘Mighty Hood' (the other two are long dead 
now), for long the pride of the Fleet when she was viewed 
as the embodiment of British Naval power 
She toured the world to huge acclaim in the 1920s and 
30s - and then she was suddenly and spectacularly 
blown away, along with nearly 1.500 of her ship’s compa¬ 
ny, 

Ted Briggs was just 18 years old when it happened. He 
emerged unscathed - physically, anyway - from this 
event, and from the rest of World War [I, despite being 
present in some of its stickier patches, such as Ihe Sicily 
landings, Salerno, D-Day and Walcheren. 

Thereafter he served in the Palestine patrols, the 
Korean War and the Suez crisis, got his commission and 
finally left the Service in 1973 "as a two-ringer with an 
MBE as a consolation prize", as he modestly assesses his 
career 

In ail that time, though, he has shouldered the burden 
of his curious celebrity as a lucky remnant of the Senior 
Service’s most notorious catastrophe with quiet, self-effac¬ 
ing dignity 

The trauma that the disaster visited upon him has 
never left him, though - a psychiatrist told him it never 
would. And his doctors have since advised him not to 
accept any invitation to revisit the site of the sinking. 

The way he has coped with these problems deserve our 
respect - and so it may be said his unlooked-for fame is 
well-deserved 

It has also often been said, and truly, that the personali¬ 
ty of all great ships is an amalgam of the individual per¬ 
sonalities of the people who have inhabited them 
In which case, Ted Briggs may be seen as as fine a 
single exemplar of the soul of one of the Navy's best¬ 
loved ships as you could hope to find. 

Vanishing skills 

T HE Skillforce Initiative to deploy ex-Servtce instruc¬ 
tors to city schools where some youngsters are 
falling behind with their GCSEs (see page 24) has 
been a considerable success - and it is now to be 
expanded. 

This should not be so surprising. Officers and senior 
NCOs do not achieve their status without proven skills in 
leadership, communication and building teamwork and 
self-esteem - exactly the qualities that their target audi¬ 
ence may be lacking 

There was a time, not so long ago, when many teach¬ 
ers in our schools had a Service background These skills 
were already inbred in them and so they commanded 
respect - and even a healthy amount of tear - which 
showed in the academic results they achieved. 

It is no fault of todays teachers that they lack that par¬ 
ticular education in leadership. Its a shame, though. And 
m the years to come Skillforce will find still fewer ex- 
Service people around to help redress the balance. 


1 can't wait for the new hatch to arrive! 7 
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T HE BIGGEST festi¬ 
val in Britain this 
year was launched 
by the Princess 
Royal, who made 
an impassioned plea to 
increase public awareness 
of the importance of the 
country’s maritime her¬ 
itage. 

The patron of the 
International Festival of the 
Sea - also billed as the largest 
maritime festival in Europe - 
attended a reception at HMS 
President, the RNR Head-quar¬ 
ters on the Thames, to outline 
the programme of the event, to 
be held at Portsmouth Naval 
Base on August 24-27. 

Some 45 warships including 
those of ten overseas navies 
will be featured - among them 
the new American destroyer 
USS Winston 5, Churchill, 
making her first overseas visit. 

Said Festival organiser Capt 
Malcolm Farrow: “We are hon¬ 
oured and delighted that the 
USS Winston S. Churchill will 
be able to take part in this fan¬ 
tastic event - we have ensured 
that she has a prime location 
moored alongside HMS 
Marlborough, enabling as 
many visitors as possible to 
see this great ship named 
after such a great man" 

Over 20 giant Tall Ships, and 
600 classic and traditional 
boats from 19 countries will 
join with over 2,000 entertain¬ 
ers and hundreds of maritime 
exhibitors at the first of a 
series of events designed to 
replace the Royal Tournament 
- which means that the Royal 
Air Force, the Army and the 
Royal Marines will be putting 
on a full show. 

There will be a daily "battle" 
tn one of the giant docks , tea* 
taring Apache gunshtps, 
Lynx Merltn and Sea King 
helicopters. Harrier jets. 
Tornados and possibly a 
Typhoon Eurofighter 

The Red Arrows, Battle of 
Britain Flight and the Royal 
Navy Historic Flight wifi be 
showing off their own special 
flying skills. 

As part of the new Defence 
2001 policy of showing the 
public how the country Is 
defended, the Services will 
also be contributing to several 
specialist areas, including an 
‘Adrenalin Island" where 
teenagers can try out an 
assault course, simulators and 
other hands-on areas. 

There is a policy of music at 


every turn with 2,000 musi¬ 
cians to entertain the visitor 
There will be shanty music, 
traditional music from around 
the world - and each night a 
major concert in a purpose- 
built 10,000 seat arena. 
Performers on ihe main stage 
include the BBC Concert 
Orchestra, the Band of HM 


Royal Marines and top line 
popular bands. 

More historic scenarios will 
unfold and there will be a 
return of the popular Georgian 
Street markets with hundreds 
of costumed actors adding to 
the atmosphere. 

Tickets are available now 
through Ticketmaster with dis¬ 


counts for groups travelling by 
coach. 

The Festival hotline for 
enquiries and tickets is 08705 
50 SO 40 - and for groups. 
00705 94 94 94. 

* More information from 
www festivaiofthesea.coMk 
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Glasgow support ng 




• HMS GLASGOW springs off RFA Sir Percivale during her first 
visit to Freetown t Sierra Leone. 34 Field Hospital can be seen on 
the Jetty, The haze in the background of the picture is caused by 
high humidity and smoke from cooking fires. 



Praise for 
fire school 


DEFENCE Secretary Geoff 
Hex in was full of praise for ihe 
Royal Navy's stale-of-the-art 
Fire-l ight mg I raining School 
after a visit to HMS Excellent 
in Portsmouth. 

After meeting the 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Excellent, Commodore Adrian 
Murms. the Secretary of Stale 
saw how the Senior Service 
ensures that all Naval person¬ 
nel know how to tackle a hi a/e 
on board ship. 

The Fire-fighting Training 
unit at HMS Excellent uses the 
latest technology to simulate 
fires in machinery spaces, gal¬ 
ley and living accommodation 
in Royal Navy warships and 
keeps track of how the 
students perform using (her¬ 
nia I imaging on me ras. 

The new facility on Whale 
Island is one of three schools 
hu ill and maintained by 
Flagship Fire-fighting Training 
Ltd under a £l8D-miJlion 20- 
year public/private finance 
initiative. 

Flying visit 
to Jersey 

THE Combined Cadet Force 
hi Victoria College, Jersey, 
was given a first-hand account 
of life in the Fleet Air Arm 
during a flying visit by X48 
Nava) Air Squadron, 

Many of the 160-strong 
cadet force turned out to meet 
a Sea King flown by Lt Steve 
Doubleday and they were 
rewarded with a full briefing 
on the unit and the helicopter. 

The visit by Yeovilton- 
based X4H NAS was arranged 
hy CPO(S) Nick Slater Area 
Instructor for the Southern 
Region, and the cadets, led by 
their Officer-in-Commaud, Lt 
Michelle Millard KNR* were 
given the import unity of a 20- 
mmuie flight over the island's 
coastline. 

TTic all-volunteer CCF at 
Victoria College includes a 43- 
strong Royal Navy section. 

Kayak team 
aims high 

SERVICE kayakers arc being 
sought to go to the I limalayas 
U> brave Mime of the most 
remote and powerful rapids in 
the world. 

Exercise Khola Kayak is a 
four-week adventurous train* 
ing expedition for up to IS 
kayakers in three teams, with 
supporting personnel and 
medical staff. 

I he planned departure date 
for Nepal is October 2tl. For 
details contact the Expedition 
Leader. Army Major Stuart 
Williams, on Military number 
9491 42698 after April 2, 

Information on the expedi¬ 
tion cun also be found in Joint 
Service Defence Council 
Instruction 26,01. 

Memorial 
for WWII 
warships 

A MEMORIAL service for 
men who lost their lives in HM 
ships Glorious, Ardent and 
Acasla in World War II is to 
he held at Devon port. 

The ships were lost in 
action off Norway on June 8* 
1940 and the memorial will be 
held at the church of St 
Nicholas in HMS Drake on 
Sunday, June 10. 

Former crew, aircrew, sur¬ 
vivors and relatives are all 
welcome. For more details, 
telephone David Woodcock 
on 01229 462414. 


H MS GLASGOW and 
RFA Black Rover 
have had a busy 
start to their deployment 
as the Atlantic Patrol 
Task Group (South). 

The ships, which look over 
from HMS Iron Duke south of 
Tenerife at the end of 
February, are required to con¬ 
duct a variety of missions in 
Sierra Leone as well as sup¬ 
porting the Falkland Islands. 

And the CO of HMS Glasgow, 
Cdr Alasdair Ireland, said that the 
vessels hud already made their 
presence fell in West Africa. 

He said: "Apart from visit¬ 
ing Freetown, the capital of 
Sierra Leone* the two ships 
have so far paid calls to 
Lagos in Nigeria, Dakar In 
Senegal and Tern a near 
Accra In Ghana, 

"Further port visits in the West 
African und South Atlantic arcus 
arc planned, and we will always 
remain at notice to assist wherever 
we arc required around the South 
Atlantic or near West Africa," 
While Ihe ships are in Sierra 
Leone they are under the control 
of the Joint Task Force 
Commander, currently Brigadier 
Jon Riley, based in Freetown, 
Operating as the Maritime 
Component of the Joint Task 
Force, Glasgow and Black Rover 
would he able to support a with¬ 
drawal should that be necessary,or 
to provide naval gunfire support if 
the scenario demanded it. 


The fishing vessel had hauled 
up a World War II mine from the 
sea hed and it needed to be 
shepherded into shallow water by 
Brecon and two lifeboats so that 
the mine could he marked and 
dropped. 

Clearance divers from the 
Northern Diving Group were 
alerted and the team and their 
equipment were airlifted out to 
Brecon in a Sea King helicopter 
from KI9 Naval Air Squadron. 

While diving on the mine was 
taking place, Brecon kept fishing 
vessels dear of the area and the 
5(J-y ear-old weapon was den mat¬ 
ed later in the evening. 

The Roval Navy operation was 
captured by an Army him crew in 
a Royal Air Force Wessex heli¬ 
copter and the footage was shown 
on BBC television news the same 
evening. 

The Commanding Officer of 
1 IMS Brecon, Li Tony Rack ham, 
said: “It has been an unusual day 


Cdr Ireland said: "Thankfully 
the situation ashore at the moment 
is stabilising by the day, and 
although we practice regularly, it 
looks less likely that we will he 
called upon to perform either of 
those tasks." 

JIMS Glasgow's Lynx heli¬ 
copter has been busy too, as it is 
the only UK military helicopter in 
(heal re. 

As well as supporting the busy 
programme of exercises in the 
area* it has also carried several 
VIPs including Sierra Leonean 
Head of Slate. President Kabbah, 
and Chief of the Defence Stuff, 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, who 
was visiting the country shortly 


with the ship undertaking mine 
clearance duties again but wc do 
have many rotes in Northern 
Ireland. 

"With all the different forces 
and agencies involved it has been 
a big communications exercise for 
the ship but fortunately we are 
reasonably well-equipped for 
this." 

Kent rating 
sentenced 

A RATING who broke into 
the armoury of HMS Kent and 
ran amok with a pistol has 
been sentenced to nine 
months in a young offenders 
institution. 

Duvtd Hogg (19) of Acton 
Road, Wrexham, said he was dis¬ 
traught after his girlfriend ended 
iheir relationship by text mes¬ 
sage. 


after assuming his appointment. 

With a Royal Marines 
Protection Party embarked, HMS 
Glasgow' also has an enhanced 
capability lo conduct hoarding 
operations if required. 

The main focus of Glasgow's 
activities in Freetown so far has 
been assisting in the training of the 
Sierra Ixonc Navy. 

I 1 Clare Craig, Navigating 
Officer of I IMS Glasgow, has been 
leading ihe team charged with 
developing iheir expertise in every 
urea. She said: “Tt is rewarding to 
he involved in such an important 
tusk. Our help is making a real dif¬ 
ference to Sierra Leone's small 
navy, and everyone involved is 


gaining a real sense of achieve¬ 
ment/ 

In addition to helping to rebuild 
the Navy. Glasgows sailors have 
found time to assist in a project at 
the Wilhcrforce Hospital in 
Freetown. 

On most days that the ship is 
alongside a working parly spends 
lime in the intense heal trying to 
create a new children’s ward in the 
hospital. The current facilities are 
limited und overcrowded, and 
with the sailors* help conditions 
arc improving day by day. 

Arranging rest and recre¬ 
ation is not easy in war-torn 
Freetown* but with the help 
of the British High 
Commission a certain 
amount has been set up. 

Groups have managed to par¬ 
ticipate in organised activities hy 
day and in the evenings alongside. 

And holh ships have been able 
to anchor off one of the remote, 
idyllic beaches some distance out 
side the capital to allow limited 
groups lo enjoy a few hours 
ashore. 

Other popular options have 
included escorted lours of the 
safe, rebel-free areas of the coun¬ 
try side. 

During one of these tours mem* 
hers of HMS Glasgow's ship’s 
company met up with old friends 
from the Second Battalion, Royal 
Gurkha Rifles, who arc engaged 
in training the Sierra Leone Army. 

TTie last time the two units met 
up was when both were involved in 
the operations in East Timor in 
autumn 1999! 


Submarine 
crew visits 
Rugby 


THIRTY men from HMS 
Tireless were given a warm 
welcome by the people of 
Rugby during a five-day visit 
to the submarine's affiliated 
town. 

Tireless has been affiliated to 
Rugby since 1985 and the town is 
also (he home of GEf Alstom, 
the company which makes tur¬ 
bines for the submarine fleet 

During the visit they called at 
local school*, manned a recruiting 
trailer and helped out at Rugby's 
Sea Cadet unit, TS Tireless, 
where a cheque for £500 wt is pre¬ 
sented hy ( apt Ian Thorpe of the 
Meet Air Arm Officer* 
Association. 

The crew also helped to tidy up 
the garden* at Admiral's Court 
Respite Centre and several other 
sailor* raised cash for the Myton 
Hospice Appeal through a 24~ 
hour sponsored cycle. 

On the Sunday the crew, 
accompanied by the Corps of 
Drums from the Royal Marines 
Band at CTC Lympstonc* 
marched from ihe town centre to 
a church service and in the after¬ 
noon they enjoyed an exciting 
rughy match al Rugby School 
where William Webb Fill* first 
picked up the ball and ran with it. 

Despite a spirited effort the sub¬ 
mariners lost the inaugural match 
but they are I miking forward to a 
chance to level the score. 

A reception was hosted by the 
borough and Tireless responded 
with u cocktail party at Rugby 
School to say a big thank you for 
their warm welcome. 

Alter the visit, Tireless's Lt 
Nicholas Stratton said: "This 
extremely successful visit helped 
strengthen our ties with the town 
as well as promoting the Royal 
Navy." 


Chatham calls at Hamburg 

AFTER a demanding start to the year the ship's 
company of HMS Chatham had the chance to visit 
Hamburg for a five-day run ashore. 

A dawn transit up Ihe Elbe River brought the frigate to 
Hamburg s Uberseebrucke jelly where crowds of people* TV 
cameras and radio journalists were awaiting her arrival. 

An official reception was held on the flight deck and the fol¬ 
lowing day the Hamburg Senate Invited a large group of at) 
ranks to breakfast'. 

Visits to the EADS Airbus assembly works. Blohm and Voss 
FI24 Frigate builders* the Rickmers Museum Ship and 
Hamburg City Bus Tours proved very popular and the ship's 
rugby football and volleyball teams were alt competed against 
local sides. 

The ship's company also had time to relax and get to know 
the city and its other famous sightseeing' attractions and 
thousands of visitors came on board to look around the ship. 
The success of the visit bodes well for HMS Sutherland, which 
is due to visit Hamburg at the end of May. 




FLEET SUPPORT LIMITED VACANCIES 

Fleet Support Limited (FSL) is a successful joint venture between BAe 
Systems and Vosper Thomycroft. Employing over 1000 people* we are 
responsible for the management of Royal fSlavy and commercial ship 
repairs and general engineering services and can offer a wide range of 
career opportunities. 1 

Our production directorate has vacancies for: 

WEAPONS ELECTRICAL TEST FORM & TRIALS CO-ORDINATOR 
(52 WEEK FIXED TERM CONTRACT) 

Reporting to the Electrical Production Manager this role will encompass 
maintaining a test form data base* undertaking installation and inspections, acting \ 
as the company focal point with MCTA and drafting trials plans for all projects as j 
well as many other activities. ‘ 

The ideal candidate will have in depth WE/Marine Engineering experience in a 
j warship environment, be computer literate, conversant with MS office and Project 
"98. Be educated to HNC or equivalent with knowledge of MCTA procedures, 

AREA MANAGER - ELECTRICAL (PERMANENT POSITION) 

Also reporting to the Electrical Production Manager the principle activities of this 
role will be to ensure projects are completed to time and budget managing 
resources, human and material* ensuring electrical engineering core competence J 
ts maintained whilst providing leadership and motivation to your electrical 
engineering team* Liaising with customer representatives in regard to engineering 
aspects of specifications and projects, ensuring high standards of work are 
maintained as well as company quality systems and safety practices are adhered 
to in all projects. 

The successful candidate will be qualified to HND/HNC level or equivalent in an 
electrical discipline. Served a recognised apprenticeship and ideally have at least five { 
years managerial experience in the ship repair industry* with specific knowledge of 
electrical and enhancement installation on MCMV's f Type 23 r s and RFA's. 

CVs/Application Forms to: Closing Date: 6th April 2001 

Karren Hanwell / X / \ | 

Recruitment \ * 1 K f 

Human Resources Department 

East Office Block EtagnSM 1 

HM Naval Base \ 

Portsmouth / \ f ^ 1 

023 9272 3306 k _ ) 


Brecon reverts to 
minehunting role 

NORTHERN IRELAND Patrol Vessel HMS Brecon reverted 
to her former role as a minchunter when she received a distress 
call from a trawler near Carlingford Lough. 
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• HMS Cumberland in Malta on her passage home to the UK. 


Memories stirred 
as trigate returns 


Building bri 


M emories were to the 
lore as Cumberland 
returned to 
Devonporf* 

The sights, sounds and 
smells of Mumbai would still 
be fresh in the mind, helped 
along by the souvenirs picked 
up in the markets and tourist 
shops. 

But for some the memories 
flew back decades rather than 
just weeks - certainty in the 
case of the Commanding 
Officer, Capt David Cooke. 

On the way home, his ship 
called in at Malta, where he 
was born in the 50s while his 
father was serving there. 

And his father, Admiral Tony 
Cooke, was in Valetta to greet 
his son, and to join the frigate 
for her passage to Gibraltar. 

The family link goes even 
further back, with Capt 
Cooke’s grandfather, also an 
admiral, having been Senior 
Engineer at the dockyard 
before he spent ten years of 
his retirement on the island. 
Indeed, Cap! Cooke's com¬ 
mand of Cumberland - his 
father served in the frigate's 
predecessor after the war — 
means the Cooke family can 
claim to have commanded a 
Royal Navy vessel in every 
decade for the past half-centu¬ 
ry; Admiral Cooke was in 
charge of HMS Brighton in the 
1960s and HMS Galatea in the 
70s, while his son has driven 
HMS Onslaught in the 60s. 

HMS Torbay in the 90s and 
now Cumberland in the first 
decade of the new millennium. 

This is the first time since 
1977 that I have been in Malta, 
which is why I dragged my old 
man out" said Capt Cooke. 

The ship has visited 16 
ports in 11 countries over the 
past six months, steaming 
more than 32,000 miles. 

The homecoming also 
brings the curtain down on the 
sea going career of the ship's 
Mechanical Engineer Officer, Lt 
Cdr Steve Ryder, who believes 
he held the dubious honour of 
being the oldest sea-going 
MEO in the Navy at 49 years 

• Ra tings from HMS 
Cumberland greet fellow 
sailors from far-flung navies a! 
the fleet review headquarters, 
by the symbolic Bridge of 
Friendship. 


UMBAI 
thrives on 
contrasts, 
11 boasts of 
more millionaires than 
Manhattan, but also 
admits to the largest 
slum in Asia* 

The Bollywood film 
industry brings glamour 
to a city where millions 
have no other home than 
crumbling pavements. 

Visitors stepping out of 
the magnificent Taj Mahal 
Hotel must pick their way 
past bat tic-scarred dogs 
and tiny, fragile mothers 
begging for money for their 
tiny, fragile children. 

But Mumbai confounds on 
a deeper level, too, leaving vis¬ 
itors emotionally exhausted 
yet uplifted and challenging 
their perspective on life. 

Inin this maelstrom of some tb 
million people sailed more 80 
warships of more than 211 navies, 
from the UK to Australia. 

The occasion was the Indian 
International Heel Review, cele¬ 
brating the founding of the 
Republic of India, hut for thou¬ 
sands of sailors it represented 
much more than just pageantry. 

Tor i be Dcvonport-based lype 
22 frigate, Mumbai - the name by 
which Bombay is now known 
represented the Iasi official duty 
of a six-month Gull deployment, 
and at first mil everyone on board 
regarded the dry as having poten¬ 
tial lor a good run ashore. 

For a start, Cumberland was at 
anchor some four miles or so from 
the jetties, and was served by an 
erratic schedule of liberty boats. 

There was also an exhaustive 
programme of rehearsals and drill 
for the set-piece events - the 
review it sell and a parade through 
the city the following morning. 


49 years and four months, 

**i loved Ihis trip, but then I 
love this job anyway," he said, 
"There is no finer job then 
being the MEO of a ship. 

"Mechanically, these are 
good ships, and I’ve got a 
good team behind me - my 
charge chief is a super chap, 
and all the team around me 
make my life easy. 1 ' 

The ship hosted several visi¬ 
tors during her deployment, 
including Prince Michael of 
Kent, the First Sea Lord, 
Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh, 
and two journalists from 
newspapers in the West 
Country and Barrow, in 
Cumbria, 


t Capt David Cooke with his 
father\ Admiral Tony 

Cooke, in Valetta. 


"'This is different - not many 
people Have been lo Mumbai 
before, and not mans t>l them 
have been to a fleet review," said 
ibe Commanding Officer of the 
frigate, Capt David Cooke. 

“They are working hard - peo¬ 
ple were shaken at 115 this morn¬ 
ing to do the rehearsal, bul I hey 
will gel a bit out of ii as well. I 
hope h is a unique opportunity. 

'The Gulf deployment is a rou¬ 
tine one now for Royal Navy 
ships, but occasionally we can go 
further afield, and on this deploy¬ 
ment undoubtedly the highlight 
for us is the opportunity to come 
to Mumbai and participate in the 
Indian Fleet Review 
"We are delighted to he here, 
and you only have to look out of 
the window to see the strung repre¬ 
sentation from around the world. 
One thing we are looking forward 
to is meeting our fellow mariners." 

The importance placed u[H»n 
the meeting of minds in India was 
reflected in the presence of the 
First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Nigel 
FXxeithigh. who buttled and final¬ 
ly overcame a nasty bout of 'flu. 

The review was shrouded by 
haze. presenting observer* ashore 
from seeing the full spectacle. 

Nevertheless, everything had to 
be jusi so on hoard Cumberland 
for Li Mike Dinecn, ihc ship's 
Gunnery Officer, also responsible 
for ceremonial training. 

"If it all goes right, the C aptain 
gets the accolades. If it goes 
wrong. 1 get the blame," he said. 

CPO Alan Toncc and PD 1 lurry 
Harrison, prowling the decks, 
ensured Captain Cooke would get 
his accolades - "They are the 
experts on board* especially the 
Chief," said Lt Dinccn. 

in eight years in the Navy fve 
never done a man and cheer ship 
- it’s becoming increasingly rare. 

Mercifully the 150 or so mem¬ 
bers of the ship’s company on 
show were facing uwuv from the 
fierce sun as the President’* barge 
weaved through the fled, but 
there were still those on the 
exposed foVsIe who had almost 
two hours to endure before they 
could relax, winning their own 
accolades from CTO Tongcr 
They have done the job today to 
a good standard*" he said. 

The same attention to detail 
was apparent on the bridge* as the 
engines were nudged ahead or 
astern In keep the ship precisely 
in line, using the anchor as a pivoi. 

As the President approached in 
it Sukaya-class patrol vessel, the 
men and women of Cum he Hand 
acknowledged the VIP with the 
familiar circular wave of their 
caps one of the many Naval pro¬ 
cedures which the review 
showed lias 
spread 


throughout ihcwurld- 
Thc Gateway of India formed a 
suitably stirring backdrop to a 
Beat Retreat ceremony which fea¬ 
tured a wide range ol musical 
styles, from the Bangladesh Navy 
to ihc US Seventh Meet Band, hui 
it was I he bagpipes and horns of 
the French Hu gad del aim Hi hone, 
with it Breton flavour, which stoic 
ihc show and hail the invited 
guests tupping their feet 
Then Inc ordinary citizens of 
Mumbai had their chance to join 
m, when more than 30contingents 
from all the participating navies 
took part in a parade along the 
spruced-up Marine Drive* accom¬ 
panied by Hi marching hands. 

V When Cumberland 
■ 111 arrived oil Mumbai, 
tU Wm the British tended to 
V W go ashore For shop¬ 
ping, sightseeing or entertainment 
m Chilian clothes. 

But as the week wore on. it 
became apparent that other 
sailors were reaping the benefit 
of their “whites", as Mumbai wcl* 
corned them with open arms, 

Ry the lime the ship drew 
alongside the South African sup¬ 
ply ship Drakensberg* guided in 
hv Executive Officer ft (dr Mark 


Sluttard as Capt Cooke watched 
from the jetty, there was a dis¬ 
tinctly more favourable view of 
the delights of Mumbai. 

OM Hadvn Andrews was one 
of four sailors who were whisked 
off by Naval photographer PO 
Hemic Peltersen for some local 
colour shots on the streets of the 
City* attracting curiosity, smiles 
and welcomes from the citizens, 

“This is my First time in 
Mumbai, and f think if* quite 
nice, hut very third world, and ti 
makes you feel like a different 
person, he said. 

"We are obviously far better off 
than them, hut there is no sense of 
threat, ft feels quite weird." 

Many naval visitors to Mumbai 
commented on the safety aspect - 
whatever the time of day or night, 
however deep you burrowed into 
Ihc alleyways and side-sire els of 
Mumbai, pnsi ramshackle busi¬ 
nesses and dilapidated Victorian 
piles, there was never a sense ol 
danger or resent meat. Even the 
beggars were unfailingly polite, 
though often insistent. 

Other nations were just as 
touched by the gentleness of this 
vast country, and did their best to 
reciprocate. 

SAS Drakensberg had diverted 
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• The party from HMS 
Cumberland pass the VIP dais 
during the International 
Parade in Marine Drive . 
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to get further a tie 14. 

Two parties made the lung trip 
to the i:i? Mil hill and Agra, tours 
taut ori by the Indians, others w ent 
to the in* Service National 
Defence Academy at Pune* 

YC> Garv Manning* who has 
already had ten years m the Navy 
a* a rati ng* was pa rt i cu \ a rly 
impressed by the elephant they 
saw standing patiently by the side 
oi the road less than an hours 
drive from Mumbai 

There is no doubt that the 
ships company of M MS 
Cumberland did themselves 
proud, and have left a good 
Impression of the Roval Nav \. 

But they probably gained far 
more th;m they could ever give, a 
fact appreciated by LMBM Sticky 
Stamp, who was on the woik party 
at the Anchorage children's shcb 
lers f p/gc Ml. 

■Mv first impression was that I 
was shocked* actually,’' lie said. 

“I have never seen anything like 
this. I expected it to be bad. hut 
not this had. Hut they arc all so 
happy, which surprised me. 

**This is a very good aspect of 
the Navy; I think the kills appreci¬ 
ate getting the chance to come 
and help people like this* 

■'ll gives them a different per¬ 
spective. 

“People moim about conditions 
at work and life hack home, but 
they should see this - and yet 
none of these people com plain 
I’m just trying to take it all in ..." 


oute front Simonsiown to pick 
\U) tons of emergency supplies 
>urban which were passed on 
iclp ease the plight of victims 
lie (iujurat earthquake, 

Hhei ceremonies and chance 
‘tings served to emphasise the 
that bind the navies of the 
Id - and the influence (hat the 
a) Navy has had in the deveb 
tent of those navies, 
ftlh Cumberland outboard ol 
kensherg, anil two more ships 
he Singaporean amphibious 
i RSS Itnd ii ranee and the 
*nese training ship Amagiri - 
n on just along the jetty, four 
hi rs ceremonies took place 
tin a few- yards of each other, 
lie four varied only in poinis 
cUiif and m la nguage a nd at I 
a dightly different idea of 
n sunset actually occurred, 
hie man in T.nduranee would 
been particularly pleased to 
* ■ " ‘ Richie 


Cunibciliintl 
okbank did his initial sea 
ling in the frigate when she 
loyed In the Gulf last 
[ember, and six in after went 
<i two-month Young Officer 
tange with the Singaporeans, 

A (nc rest-rooms of the Taj 
tail Intel* two Japanese sailors 
e accosted by art American 
nterpari. and smiles and hand¬ 
les easily overcame the hin¬ 
ge harrier a familiar scene all 
r Mumbai during the review* 
or a lucky Tew in the 
nhertond, there was a chance 


m After almost two hours waiting m the hot sun, the ship's company of 
HMS Cumberland mans and cheers ship during the International Fleet 
fleview in Mumbai Harbour (top), as the President of India sails past in 
an Indian Navy patrol vessel (above). 




• Local colour; from left, OC James 
A firms* OC John Hesketh, OM Cratg 
Blackburn and OC lain Vowles return 
to HMS Cumberland with new suits 
after a shopping session in Mumbai, 


x Taj Mahal Hotel in Mumbai, 
thing naval bands perform a 
if Gateway of India 


m The adventurous training party from HMS Cumberland pauses at the Taj Mahal on their way south 
to meet the ship at Mumbai 


Trekkers take in the sites 


A DOZEN sailors decided to take a more 
scenic route to Mumbai than that afforded 
by their ship as she ploughed across the 
Indian Ocean. 

The party - two officers, two senior rates and 
eight junior rales - flew Irom Abo Dhabi to Delhi 
to undertake Exercise Tikka Masala, an adventur¬ 
ous training expedition which would lake them to 
some of India's most famous tourist sites* as welt 
as off the beaten track. 

Using minibuses, trains* flights and the occa¬ 
sional elephant, the team saw Agra* Jaipur, 
Rajastan* Jodhpur, Udaipur and Aurangabad, fit¬ 
ting in a two-day tiger safari* before they rejoined 
their ship In Mumbai, having used one week of 
training allowance and the rest as annual leave. 

■I think this was a trip that was organised pre¬ 
dominantly for people who do not normally get 
the opportunity.’ said S/Lt Phil Rowe, who was 


one of the officers 

Adventure training in the Navy tends to be for 
diving and that sort of thing, so to come on a trip 
tike this was out of this world. 

It was planned as a cultural and spiritual trip 
through India - which ft was - and we got a real 
feeling for the country, which you don’t really get 
in Mumbai." 

For 22-year*o1d OM Mark Kee* it was another 
experience he has managed to pack into his six 
months in the Navy* 

“Tve done so much since I joined it’s unbeliev¬ 
able,'’ he said. “I didn’t think it would be this dif¬ 
ferent - 1 was a landscape gardener on the Wtrral 
15 months ego. so I've no regrets about joining;' 

Although there were grants from the RN 
Sports Lottery and money from the ship, the par¬ 
ticipants. none of whom had undertaken such an 
expedition before* paid several hundred pounds 
out of their own pockets. 


aval spectacular 
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Navy News advertising feature 



Flooding leads to the 
‘rebirth’ of Mayville 


AFTER the appalling flood¬ 
ing of September last year, 
which resulted in consider¬ 
able destruction at ftflayvilfe 
High School in Southsea, 
the school sees 2001 as the 
year of its rebirth. 

Well known tor the quality of 
education provided in small 
classes, where the indivlduars 
needs are paramount, 
May vine’s new accommodation 


will reflect this level of excel¬ 
lence. 

Whilst the total rebuilding 
will take some lime. September 
2001 will see the opening of the 
new Pre-prep Department, 
shortly followed by the new 
School Hall. 

Visit Mayville to see the 
exciting plans for the future. 

Please phone 023 9273 4547, 
or visit the website at 
www r mayvilleh ighschooi. com 


Portsmouth 
High School 


A LEADING INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS (4-15)_ 

* Outstanding academic standards 

> Strong personal, social and health education 

* Excellent Information technology provision 

- Highest levels of achievement in a wide 
variety of sports 

* Creative arts, music and drama 

* Encouragement of imaginative Ideas, 
exploration and discovery 


For further in for mat ion and a school pros pectus please 
comae l Th« Admiiiton* Secretary: 

©023 9282 6714 0 023 9281 4814 

0 admi5Sion5@pqr gd5t.net 
0 www.gdat.net Portsmouth high 
Financial das/slttnce available in the senior school. 


Sic tifftr a safe, 
atntcbtnd umJ s ihrimt 
environment tn ubiib 
each member uf our 
community can 
flourish and develop. 
ft* Hubc, IMtlurjvhcr 



v Day So**!) Ttussr 


NEWLANDS 

Coeducational day & boarding school 
for pupils aged 2‘7 2 ■ 18 years 

Quality Education 



Academic/ Cultural & Sporting Excellence 
Fees in line with BSA 
High percentage of Forces boarders 
Accelerated Learning Centre 
Theatre Arts Course 

Tel. 01323 490000 

Ntwlands School, Last bo me Road, Seaford, East Sluscx BN23 4NP 

Fax: 01323 898420 e-mail: ncwkndslC^msn.com 

www. nc wl ands - school. com 

Charity No 29760* 




1 Portsmouth High School pupils try the Home Front Experience . 


A glimpse of times gone by 


THE HOME Front Exper¬ 
ience' ut the D-Day Museum 
provided the pupils of 
Portsmouth High School with a 
real-life opportunity to experi 
encc ihe Second World War 
first hand - particularly the 
evacuation of young children 
known then as ‘Operation Pied 
Piper/ 

They dressed up in clothes that 
children of their age would have 
worn and set off clutching their 
teddies and home-made gas masks. 

The Year b pupils learnt about 
food rationing, defused a bomb 
and s:it in an Andersen Shelter 

They also saw a video about the 


illy I 

siren that would have been used m 
factories in Ports mouth, 

Laura Gill said: "it was realty 
interesting and fun because we 
actually got to do ihings. It made 
me feel that I hud actually been 
evacuated," 

Spokeswoman for the D-Day 


Museum ian Hancock said: u Wc 
have been running the I tome 
Front Experience for several years 
now and we find it very rewarding 
as the children really do get a sense 
of what it was like during the war" 
For more information cull Judy 
Walker at Portsmouth I lieh School 
on 023 9282 6714. 


School maximises strengths 


IN THE three years since she 
was appointed Headmistress at 
St John’s College. Soulhsea, 
Mrs Suzanne Belt has led a raft 
of change and improvement. 


ROOKESBURY PARK 


Day & Boarding Preparatory School 

Boys & Girls 3-13 Girls Boarding 7 - 13 
Wickham, Fareham, Hampshire, P017 6HT 
Tel: 01329 833108 Fax: 01329 835090 

email: ro oke sbu rv. pa rk@u kon ime.c o.uk 

Visit this Happy Caring School with: 

High standards & excellent facilities. 

100% Pass Rate to Senior Schools 
Pre-Preparatory for rising 1 year olds, 
providing a safe, stimulating & flexible environment 
for the best start In life. 

Boarding House providing a 'borne from home” — 
Boarding Scholarships available. 

Scholarships for Service Children in line with B.S.A. 

Book in fur a Taster Weekend 



maximising the school's 
strengths. 

The school has achieved 
increasingly impressive academic 
results, pupil numbers have 
swelled, I he Integra lion of girls has 
gone smoothly and (wo additional 
co educational hoarding houses 
have opened. 

Every term sees further devel¬ 
opments atthis vibrant school. 

St John's College is a co-educa- 
lional day and boarding school for 
pupils aged 2-1K. with particular 
strengths in pastoral care, sciences, 
sport, drama and mathematics. 
Religious education remains at the 
heart of the core curriculum, 
enabling pupils to be trained s 
leaders who will bring about social 
change and make a difference to 
the world, 

'The school has a strong ethos of 
client care, which Mrs Bell and her 
team have led at St John's College. 

This has given staff the opportu¬ 
nity for improvement and the free¬ 
dom to respond to pupil and par¬ 
ent suggestions for continuous 
progress. 


Forces 
deploy 
in city 
schools 


ARMED FORC ES instructors 
are being deployed in city 
schools to" help youngsters who 
are struggling with their Gt’SEs* 
The pilot" project, known as 
‘Ski 11 force', was launched in 
September last year when two 
teams of recently-retired Service 
instructors started working with 15 
and 16-year-dlds at six schools in 
Newcastle and West Norfolk 
Six months into the scheme the 
results are so encouraging that the 
initiative is to be continued for 
another two years and extended to 
Manchester Bristol, Merseyside, 
Leicester. London, Great Yar¬ 
mouth and the West Midlands. 

Teachers at Newcastle and 
Norfolk have already reported 
better levels of attendance, with 
one school showing an attendance 
improvement in 74 per cent of 
those taking part, and 90 per cent 
of parents say they believe the ini¬ 
tiative is producing positive out¬ 
comes for their children. 

None of the instructors wear 
uniform and there are no weapons 
or cadet training. The aim of the 
exercise is to enhance the employ 
ability of the youngsters, improve 
their attitudes and cut down on 
truancy and juvenile crime. 

Children chosen for the 
pilot programme were 
deemed unlikely to achieve 
five passes at GCSE and 
were allowed to drop a cou¬ 
ple of subjects to spend two 
and a half days a week on 
Key Skills training, 
designed to build team¬ 
work, improve communica¬ 
tion skills and provide voca¬ 
tional qualifications. 

Residential work experience, 
outdoor pursuits and the chance to 
lake part in the Duke of 
Edinburgh and St John's 
Ambulance Young LifeSaver 
award schemes are also included. 

MOD spokesman Peter Cross 
said: "Ski 11 force provides an excel¬ 
lent opportunity for those with 
training and experience who are 
about to leave the Royal Navy (o 
take on a challenging new career 
working in schools, 

“Selection for the new teams 
will take place in May and June 
wiih work starting on July L 2001. 
Any one who is interested should 
contact their RFEA to register 
their interest and obtain further 
information." 

Each team is made up of a for¬ 
mer officer and two senior NC'Os 
with leadership and adventure 
pi i rsu h i nst rucl o r t gua I i Ilea t i on s. 


TRINITY 



C hmtanding careers begin with an outstanding 
education. The Duke of Kent School makes 
an important difference in young lives. 
The curriculum Ls excitingly varied. The 
environment is helpful and caring. The results are 
often remarkable. 

Contact the headmaster, Alan Cameron, 
to discover how you can give your child 
a flying start. 


Duke of Kent School 


1 Co-ed 4-13 

* Day full boarding 
and halfboard 
► Scholarships 


* Designated area 
of natural beauty 

* Superb facilities 
m Caring culture 


* Happy family 
atmosphere 

* Bursaries for 
service children 


Ewhurst Surrey GLJ6 7NS 
Tel (01483) 277313 
Fax (01483) 273862 

www:dukeofkentschool .org.uk 
email idolcschool^virgin. net 


Bookings are now 
being taken for our 
next Navy News 
EDUCATION 
SUPPLEMENT 
please contact 
the Advertising 
Department on 
023 9272 4226 



SCHOOL 


y dw p 


BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL K)H BOYS AND GIRLS PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR H IM- 

Trinity School is thriving: 

Wt haw t tier east rtf' pupil numbers and first rate exam ami sports results. 
The Sdioul is focused on the needs of in did duals .iml help*, tn build 
confidence, thus helping them to realise their full potential 
Ctiursrv uin be tailored tu nurture individual ability 

Statement f rom a recent School leaver; 

“The teachers help ns become more mature, and to respect others 
opinions They are ail so eery helpful here", 

Over £1 ittil Non has been spun I over the tart s years 
on a structured development programme including boarding 
accommodation with en-suite facilities. 

New Design Technology Outre and Classroom Block 
to he completed by September 2001. 

You *r til be warmly i tekemed urben you chit ibe School. 

Please contact teste) < w tin j'jt £ham 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 


BUCKER1DGE ROAD ■ TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON * TQl4 SLY 

Tel (01626) 774138 Fax (01626) 771541 

e-mail; Trinscl 23^aat.com www.tr 1 nity 5 chooLco.uk 

Trinity School it 1 charitable inumilr lor ibe education of children 
Member of ISIS, BSA. CISC & At’.CJS - Re*. Chiffcy No 276960 - Accredited hy ISC' 
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CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT 

TO: Parents willing to invest £283 (+BSA) per term in 

their child's future. 

FROM: Chilton Canfeto, a small 'family' school 

(Dorset/Somerset borders) offering a broad 
first-class education to boys and girls aged 7-18. 

RE: Further information, please contact us today on 

{01935) 850555 to arrange a visit. 


At Wykcham House we offer 

• a L radii inn nf single se\ educaliun 

• a happy yet xliimitaiinE environment 

• a broad and bulnnrrff curriculum 

• small class sixes to ensure personal attention 
m a partnership between hum? and whnnl 

• a L'limmilini'nl In extra-curricular activities 

• modem Information IVchnoloKy suites 

• New School Ball and Music Room 

• excelled I GCSE results 
■ two Nursery Classes 

For more information contact: The Headmistress at. 
Fast Street, Farrham, MamvPOHS CIBW Tel: 01329 - 280178 nr Fax: 01329 - 923964 

Etna 11; W HS ft*Wy keham m?it, demon. cr> uk Wehs »te: hlip. t/v ww, wy kcliani t nstjlc mon , co.uk 



^HO 0 '' 


USA DAY SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS AUKD1>1-16 



r o r\ 


Mayville High School 


BUILDING 
for the FUTURE 


Scholarship* and 
Trustee assisted 
places available 


35-37 S: Simon's Road SOUTHSEA Tel: 023 9273 4847 


w w w. m ay v i 11 e h i g h s c h o o L c o m 



DAY 3 - IK Yenn; BOARDING 9 - IK Year* 

• Excellent Spurts Hall utlh spacious grounds 

• Caring family atmosphere 

• IIM Forces buntadei available 
Pros peel u.\ enquiries wrrlromrd: 

P1n»amtacft Head's Secretory Td: 01794-512206 or Fu: 01794 519737 

hdrtfrra rfcutl> rtWBt H MKitt AUm 


GRENVILLE COLLEGE 

BLdeftvrd, Devon, EX39 3JR 
Co-educational Boarding and Day 
2 l h -18 years (boarding from age 8) 

* Caring and friendly environment 

* Staff ratio 1:9 

* Excellent academic record 

* GCSE* AS, A-level and GNVQ courses 

* Dyslexia Unit - 30 years' experience 

* Sixth Form Study Centre 

* Superb location for outdoor activities, dose to sea and moors 

* Extensive grounds * Strong sporting tradition 

* Stabling and exercise rides for residenl pupils 1 pomes 

* Substantial Service bursaries - where Boarding School 
Allowance is payable, we guarantee your contribution is 
only 10% of fees 

Tel: 01237 472212 or Fax: 01237 477020 

r’ltiail: info@ jjrr nvillf.de von.sch.uk 
wtbsilc - tillp://www.grenvUk.devon.sch.uk 
Registered Charity No.269669 


QUEEN VICTORIA 
SCHOOL 

Kef in 45 acres of ficaun/iif Perthshire countryside 

♦ Stable and uninterrupted coeducational boarding for 11 -18 year aids; 

♦ Quality education including school clothing at low cost - 

termly charges below E250; ♦ School hospital and resident Sister; 

-e Overall pupil teacher ratio 8 5 to 1; total school roll: 275; 

♦ Eligibility Includes children of Service personnel, serving or 

have served in Scotland; ♦ Easily accessible by road, rail or air; 

♦ Warm, friendly, lively atmosphere where pastoral care takes high priority; 

♦ Full range of curriculum following the Scottish Education system; 

♦ Extensive programme ol sport, music and extracurricular activities; 

Visits to the School are welcome at titty time „ 

Far prtmpcvtus amt farther infomuttitm nr uti upfHrintmvnt. 

THE HEADMASTER, QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL 
DUNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE. FKI5 IXIY 

Ifcfc (1131 310 2901 or 01786 822288 Fax: 0131 310 2926 







St. John's College 




TMr Independent Day and Boarding School 
with a wrong interdenominational and 
international dimension provides 
an excellent education for hoys and girls aged I to IH, 

UPPER SCHOOL Scholarships available 

& 


SIXTH FORM 


Separate sciences taught 
34 acres of playing fields 

LOWER SCHOOL Full use of upper school facilities 
French laugh l throughout 
Specialist subject teachers 

NURSERY Open from 8am to fipm. 

51 weeks per year. 

Please Call for A Prospectus 


Tel: 023 92 815118 Fax: 023 92 873603 

E-maiUjciouths*o@lineone.n«f 
www,stjohnscollege.eo.uk 


/GREAT BALLARDS 
SCHOOL 

Co-ed ucational I APS Day & Boarding 2-13 



■ Saturday morning 
lessons years 
7 & 8 only 

* Specialist small 
group teaching. 

• Flexible boarding 
arrangements. 



For further details, please contact: 
Great Ballard School, Eartham 
(between Chichester & Arundel) 
on 01243 814236 



West Hill Park 


A great start with a great finish 



West Hill Park is a coeducational Preparatory Schtxil 
for children from 3-1 i yean. Nursery, Prc-Preparatory 
and Preparatory departments with boarding from 7-13. 


West Hill Park School 

Tltchfkld. Faieham, Hants POH 4B5 
Fur a prospectus pleaw contact the School Registrar 
T: mSZfJ K4Z356 

K: wc5lhiUWrmpk-.co.iiL 
W: www.wtrvihilUhjmts.Mhi.uk 
iVnr Mill School Itinf limifiT} 

X iuftl(Unv llltlllnl tn tiuUllln' 

Hr* NO fiVJ/tt* t lUiilX Krj Xit W*4 1 


compare the results 
contrast the fees 
consider . 



Wellington School 



for further details, please contact the Bursar 
Cdr H D Coupe OBE RN 

Wellington School, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8NT 

01823 668800 

Email; admin@wellington-schooLorg.uk 

Reg Charily No 310268 to provide quaHty education lor chikRofi 



Alderley, Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire GLI2 7Q7 
Telephone: (ON53) 843196 and 521524 Tax: (01453) 842765 
Headmaster: ftC.G. Lyne-Tirkis Cert Ed. m MHfM 


7?o.«’ @ TfifI 
Sc/ioof 


Providing 
Quality Education 
in a 

Demanding World 

Children aged 
6- I5yrs, 


T T appinevs, ac^dc-iuk rigour .md keenest ol spirit an- real Ruse II ill I 
■ I virtues. Host' Hill h not a hoarding idiooL. ii is an Kdiicaiinmd 
JL JL Hotel and wc have hosts of happy and successful boarders to 
prove it. We have more under Ten Year Old Service Hoarders ilun any other 
I APS Pnrp SlIhhjI n I turn parable sire in (he IJK! 

At Rose Hill School we believe strongly in the individiul jnd strive to 
develop every child * poicntuil to the limit. 68% of our Sixth Form won 
Scholarship or Inhibition Awards ro their chosen Public Schools last year. 
100% First Choice success at Common Lntrance for over a decade. 

Plej.se dunt make a decision vmj might live in regret. Nothing is more 
piecimu than your child's education. We could Ire exactly what yuti have 
been hmking lor. Bring a Rmriullhn isn't simply great... it s marvdknid 

Please give os a ring and tome and see for ymifselves:- Ol453 843196 


unique 9 (-ek). 

Adj. Being the only one 
of its kind, having no like 
or equal or parallel. 

Because not all schools 
are the same 


11+ & 12+ Assessment Tests 
Saturday , 3rd. February , 2001 


For further details apply to; 

The Registrar. Kelly College, 
Tavistock, Devon, PL 19 OHJ 

Tel: 111822 813155; H.v: OIK22 612050; 
e-mail: KirwinCt^unlxom - www.kcllycol Icgrauri 

4 Nt%uirnrtt < Turin n<hk h ett a \ m fnmJr rs/u, atum 
i'hitrtn Hf&l ,W m?f* 



Navy News is Online 


Visit us at www.navynews.co.uk 



























































































co.uk 


NAVY NEWS, APRIL 2001 27 


Association 





£27.50 

Individual 
cover for 
a year 


navy \ ’ 
NEfliL V 


c£r4To&-i 


£3,000 flows in after our D- 
memorial 
appeal 

A VETERAN destroyer man whose seven-year dream 
of erecting a Royal Navy memorial on the beaches of 
Normandy was clouded by funding problems, is now 
almost half way to his goal since his campaign was 
highlighted in our January issue. 

Shipmate David Cottrell of 
Bristol branch, who survived 


the sin king of HMS Swi ft off 
the D-Day beaches* now has 
£3,21K) of the £8,000 he needs 
to have the memorial erected 
at Hermanvillc-sur-Mer 
With a little help from his 
friends Frank Bat ter ham - a fellow 
Swift survivor and Newport branch 
chairman - and Dd)av veteran 
Billy Swift of Portsmouth. David's 
appeal through Navy News has 
drawn responses from RNA mem¬ 
bers anti others from as far afield 
as New Zealand and Canada, 

"Two of the biggest dona¬ 
tions of £1,000 each came 
from Portsmouth City 
Council and the Association 
of RN Officers," said David. 
"And there have been many 
donations from individuals 
- including $100 from an 
HMS Swift widow in Canada. 

"But 1 would like to see more 
come in from RNA branches" 
David and Frank are now dis¬ 
cussing arrangements for the erec¬ 
tion and unveiling of the memorial 
with the Mayor of HermanvilJe. 
who has already agreed to provide 
a site as well as maintenance and 
lighting. 

But almost £5.000 is still needed, 
and David is renewing his appeal. 

“If there is a surplus it wilt go to 
naval charities," said David, "half 
of it to charities in this country and 
half to those in France." 

Donations should be made out 
to the Normandy Memorial Fund 
and sent to David Cottrell at 9 
Tvndale Court. Chertscv Road, 
Red I and, Bristol RSh ONE 


Cavalier 
gets the 
tools for 
the job 


TAKING AS their example the 
resolute words of Churchill 
("Give us the tools and we’ll fin¬ 
ish the job”), RNA members are 
proving themselves key 
figures in the restoration of 
Britain's only World War I! 
destroyer HMS Cavalier. 

Here, one of them - Shipmate Ron 
Simmonds, a member of both 
Rayleigh and Southend branches - 
displays some of the 160 toots he 
has donated to make work possible 
on the museum ship. 


He and other members at Rayleigh 
and Southend are helping in the 
restoration so that the interior of 
Cavalier will be ready for public 
access at Chatham Historic Dockyard 
later this year. 

As well as carrying out the work, 
the veterans have dug deep into their 
toolboxes to donate toots in all 
shapes and sizes which, after being 
used in the ship, will go on public 
display in the engineering workshop. 

Ron, who served tn fleet oiler 
Bulawayo in the 1940s. said: "There 
Is a lot of support in the Naval asso¬ 


ciations to help Cavalier I love boats 
and ships so 1 regularly go and work 
on her 

"Bulawayo, too, was an interesting 
ship. She was originally a German 
oiter, the Nordmark and was seized 
by the British at Copenhagen at the 
end of the war. She was RN-manned 
and wore the White Ensign, and 
could refuel at sea several ships at a 
time.” 

Alison Marsh, Curator with 
Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust, 
said it was important to preserve 
Cavalier for future generations, and: 


“The donations and efforts made by 
Ron and his colleagues are key fac¬ 
tors in our work.” 

Cavalier has been at Chatham for 
almost two years after a campaign to 
save the ship and bring her south 
from her Tyneside berth. Built in 
1944, she served on Arctic convoy 
duty near the end of the war, and was 
decommissioned in 1972. 

She will form part of a memorial at 
the dockyard to the men who lost 
their lives serving in Britain’s 153 
wartime destroyers. 


Around the Branches 


fk 


50 standards 
expected for 
Area’s big day 

DEDICATION of No 4 Area's 
new standard at HMS 
Raleigh is expected to 
attract more than 500 ship¬ 
mates and guests. 

At least 50 standards are 
expected to be at the event 
on September 9, It will take 
the form of a drumhead 
service. The altar will be 
made up of drums of the 
Royal Marines Band 
Plymouth. 

Those planning to attend 
should contact Shipmate 
Bill Dent, 40 Essa Road, 
Saltash, Cornwall PL12 
4EE. 


Hanworth 

Scotland's much ♦loved burd was 
honoured fittingly hv 124) ship¬ 
mates and guests who attended a 
Burns Night celebration staged by 
the branch. 

After the ceremony of 
Addressing the Haggis, performed 
by guest Ron Syme. the company 
took a ‘wee dram' as they sampled 
the haggis and neaps. 

Fleetwood 

In recognition of his work lor 
the branch, its secretary. Shipmate 
D. R. Scrivener, was honoured 
with life membership at the annual 
general meeting. 

Shipmate Scrivener helped to 
found the branch after 44 years in 
the Sea Cadet Corps, 28 of them as 
Commanding Officer of the 
Fleetwood unit. 

Meanwhile, the branch has chal¬ 
lenged other branches to a sea- 
manshrpo quiz with questions 
drawn from Volume I of the 
Seamanship Manual, 

Redruth & Camborne 

Good food, good music and 
good company were enjoyed by ail 


at the branch’s annual dinner. 
Guests included a contingent from 
RN air station Culdrose, and the 
Rev Roger Burns and his wife. 

Tribute was paid to standard 
bearer Shipmate Bob Saxhy, who 
in the course of his duties paraded 
the branch standard 38 times last 
year. .Sadly missed was the late 
Shipmate Leslie Rowe, 

Mitcham, Morden 
& Wimbledon 

Branch member Shipmate Ian 
Light foot found that World War 1 


Holbrook VC, is honoured in a big 
way Down Under. 

During a visit to New’ South 
Wales. Ian called on the town of 
Holbrook which is named after the 
submarine CO. 

1 lc discovered that there were 
plans there to celebrate the cente¬ 
nary of the Royal Navy's 
Submarine Service in June and 
also plans to hudd a museum. 

Thanks to the help given by Cdr 
Holbrook’s widow, the town 
already has the upper half of the 
Australian Obcron-class subma¬ 
rine Otway which Mrs Holbrook 


unveiled in 1977, the year after her 
husband's death. 

Cdr Holbrook's Victoria Cross 
was the first to be awarded to a 
submariner and the first Naval VC 
of World War l. 

He earned it as a lieutenant in 
command of HM submarine BM 
which sank a Turkish battleship in 
the Dardanelles in December 
1914, 

Londonderry 

When Londonderry' Shipmate 
Jim MeOearanee look a holiday in 
Australia he came back with more 
than a suntan. When he popped his 
head around the door of Perth 
branch. Western Australia, he not 
only got a warm welcome bui was 
presented with a Certificate of 
Comradeship by Shipmate Kan 
Hunter. 

Cardiff 

The branch laid up its old stan¬ 
dard on March 18 and dedicated 
the nesv one at St John s Church, 
live ceremony was preceded by a 
march past ted by a Royal Marines 
Band and was followed by a rceep* 
tion ai City 1 tail. 


Naval Quirks 


RELIEVE IT OR MOT, 
WE ACTUALLY 0UILT 
Sr£AM FDWEREP 
SUBMARINES IN THE 
FIRST WAR~ 


HOWEVER they 
WERE NOT A 
SUCCESS.. 

..THEY WERE ACCIDENT 
PRONE ,Took too 
LOHG TO DIVE ANP- 

-ANP THEY WERE Tpo 
EASILY DETSCTBP 
WHEN SUB/VlER^Ep/ 

£ 

r i 

# w+A&J 

*7/ ** '% 



Separating rights” 

about the change* wj — 






Specialist legal advice to the Armed Forces in: 

Famtly/Childcare - Wilis, Probate and Trust 
Conveyancing, Mental Health - Personal Injury 
Clinical Negligence - Financial Services 

Courts Martial "COFFIN” 

Call 01329 825617 MEW& 

FREE initial advice in many instances CLOVER 


www.coffi n m ew.co.uk 


SPECIALIST MILITARY TRAVEL INSURANCE 


ANNUAL & SINGLE TRIP 
COVER AVAILABLE 


Introduce a 
friend and receive 
a £10 Marks & Spencer 
voucher when they buy 


JUST t STEP 
TO INSTANT COVER 


Special Rates 
for Group 
Bookings 


£48.00 

Family 
cover for 
a year 


The specialist insurers for military personnel and their families 

CALL NOW +44 (0)1243 817777 quote navyniS76 


Other policies available: Personal Accident, Kit & Home. Life 
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P raftv: Full Time Reserve Service 



Reserves needed in 
peacetime and war 


The War Drafting Control Office 

THE WAR Drafting Control Office staff, located in 
Centurion Building (phone BT 023 9270 or Mil 93844) are: 
WDCO and Registrar of Reserves: Lt Cdr Nigel Parry, 2384. 

Asst. WDCO/Office Manager: POWWtr Tracey Newell, 2105. 
Office Writer: WWtr Becky Nellisi. 2485. 

Reserve Admin RN/RM Pensioners: Pauline Bennetl 2046, 
RN/RM RFR (A-K): Jayne Attewell, 2253. 

RN/RM RFR (L-Z): Gail BroOker, 2199. 

RFR Annual Reporting & FTRS; Ron Harley. 2252. 


T HE WAR Drafting 
Control Office in the 
Naval Drafting 
Directorate in Centurion 
Building is responsible 
for co-ordinating the 
allocation of RN active 
service and reservist rat¬ 
ing manpower to crisis 
and war billets. 

It also administers all Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines ex- 
regular Rating and Other 
Rank reservists. 

And an increasingly busy aspect 
of the work is Full Time Reserve 
Service (FTRS), which is managed 
by the section, and is the topic for 
this Drafty s Comer article. 

It offers attractive opportunities 
for those who would like a short¬ 
term commitment on leaving the 
Regular Service. 

The FTRS scheme, equally 
applicable to officers, enables cx- 
regular ratings and other ranks of 
the Royal Fleet Reserve (Non 
Commissioned) ■ RFR(NC) - and 
members of the Royal Naval 
Restive (RNR) and Royal 
Marines Reserve (RMR} to volun¬ 
teer to fill gapped service billets. 

ti is also possible for Pensioner 
Reservists of the Recall Reserve 



(RR) to apply for FTRS, which 
would simply require transferring 
to the RFR(NC). Such transfer 
would only be permit led if an 
FTRS job had already been provi¬ 
sionally identified and earmarked 
for the individual. 

The length of a single FTRS 
commitment (contract) is normally 
between three months and two 
yearv, with a formal agreement 
drawn up between the Service and 
the individual. 

Reservists may subsequently 
apply for extensions or further 
commitments and FTRS preserved 
pension rights apply retrospective¬ 
ly once an aggregate of two years is 
completed. 

Reservists can apply either in 
general terms or for a specific bit- 
let, hut FTRS employment will 


always depend on a suitable job 
being available and so cannot be 
guaranteed. 

Basically, the more flexi¬ 
ble an applicant is prepared 
to be, the better the chance 
of a commitment. 

Eligibility is subject to the satis¬ 
factory completion of a full service 
Medical examination, although 
acceptance in less than Me deal P2 
can now exceptionally he approved 
by Medical Director General 
(Navy). 

There are three types of FTRS. 
called Home Commitment (HC), 
Limited (LC) and Full (FC), deter¬ 
mined by whether the defined 
duties of the job are carried out in 
the one general location or involve 
a need for deployment. 


Each case has to he decided on 
its merits hut alt sea jobs, for exam¬ 
ple. are automatically Ft'. The HC 
type definition is nothing to do 
with where the person's normal 
home area is. 

Basic pay rates are as lor regular 
personnel and the same for each 
FTRS type, but the rate of X* 
Factor differs, being 0% for HC. 
5% for Lt' and the maximum of 
13% for FC. 

Entitlement to allowances is 
generally less than for Active 
Service and accommodation, for 
example, will differ between FC, 
effectively equivalent to active ser¬ 
vice, anti the two other types of 
FTRS, Full details on the FTRS 
scheme are available on request. 

There arc now over 3211 
Reservist ratings on FTRS, 60% 
being RNR. Females make up 
about 20%. with an increasing 
number being RFR(NC). Any ex- 
regular female, even though she 
may have had no reserve liability, 
should note that she may still vol¬ 
unteer for an RFR(NC) liability - 
if youVe unsure, don't hesitate to 
ask. 

FTRS ratings arc employed in a 
wide variety oF shore and sea hi I- 
Ids, in particular Communications 
and Operations support hut also 
General Billet jobs. Interested 
Junior Rate applicants should par¬ 
ticularly note that there arc now 



vacancies in the area of establish¬ 
ment security. 

From the Service point of view, 
the scheme is helping to provide 
manpower to Units that may oth¬ 
erwise have to accept gaps. 

From the Reservisl angle, there 
is the obvious benefit of defined 
employment without having to 
commit themselves for several 
years, as well as, especially in the 
case of ihc RNR, providing oppor¬ 
tunities for Further iraimng and 
experience. 

Any reservist interested in 
FTRS should enquire or apply 
through their Reserve Training 
Centre if RNR or the Registrar of 
Reserves section (WDCO) if 
RFR(NC) or RR. 


Situations vacant 

CPOAEA(R) for RAF 
Brampton. A shore billet at 
Huntington, Cambs, Support 
to Engineering Authority 
Required ASAP for 30 
months, 

MEM Is. Two sea billets in 
Portsmouth-based OPVs 
HMS Alderney, and HMS 
Anglesey. MEMOC required 
from August for 21 months. 

MEM1 for HMS Shoreham. 
A sea billet in Portsmouth- 
based SRMH, MEMOC 
required from August for 21 
months. 


Incorporated by the 
Royal Charter 


THE 



Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Once Navy, Always Navy 


Reg. Char. 266982 

The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money". It offers a broad range of support to people with a 
Royal Navy connection. We are ‘all of one company’ in helping 
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the distressed, 
maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval cadets, enjoying 
social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 500 branches in 
the UK and abroad offer an instant ‘network’ of local knowledge 
and opportunities to shipmates going to live in a new place or 
starting a new career. 

The association is for all serving and former officers, men and 
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS and QARNNS 
and their reserves. 

For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. 


NAME:. 

ADDRESS: .. 

.Postcode. 

SEND TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET, LONDON. SW3 SQJ 



Seamanship skills win 
civilian accreditation 



SAILORS who join the 
Merchant Marine when they 
leave the Royal Navy will save 
hundreds of pounds thanks to 
a small team at HMS Raleigh's 
School of Seamanship. 

WO Michael Howe, CPO David 
Cross and CPO Graham Gardiner 
have won approval from the 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
for Ihc School to award the 
Efficient Deck Hand and Able 
Seaman exam certificate which 
costs civilians £384) to attain. 

The qualification, based on 
skills taught in the Level II 
Seamanship Course and their sub- 
sequent consolidation in 
Seamanship Task Book L is a 
mandatory requirement for certain 


trades within the Merchant Marine 
and h an extremely valuable 
document for those wishing to 
pursue a career in that direction. 

Up to 5,IXM> RN personnel could 
already be eligible for the civilian 
qualification m addition to 1,500 
who pass through HMS Raleigh 


each year. RNTM 14/01 gives full 
details. 

In recognition of the team's 
achievement, CPO Cross was 
presented with certificate number 
one by Commander Training 
HMS Raleigh, Cdr Jonathan 
Westbrook. 


Final shot fired at 
HMS Cambridge 

ADMIRAL Sir Alan West was given the honour of 
conducting the final firing of a 20mm close-range 
weapon at the gunnery school HMS Cambridge. 

Com man der-in-Chief Fleet (left) was making a final visit 
to HMS Cambridge before Us decommissioning on March 
30 after 45 years of service to the Royal Navy. 

Training k being transferred from HMS Cambridge to 
HMS Raleigh at Torpoint, HMS Dryad at Portsmouth and 
HMS CotNngwood at Fareham. 

Between April and July the site will be prepared to 
transfer to Defence Lands but the ’Watchman' radar 
system, which is essential to the safe operation of Flag 
Officer Sea Training, will remain at HMS Cambridge for the 
foreseeable future. 
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PENHAGEN 1801 : BREAKING THE DANISH EMBARGO 


Nelson's 
hardest 
battle 
rages on 

The Battle of Copenhagen on April 2, 
1801 was Nelson’s hardest-fought battle, 
in which he actually came close to 
defeat. It was controversial at the time - 
and remains so to this day. Colin White, 
Deputy Director of the Royal Naval 
Museum, explains why: 



# Bomb vessels fn action : the Battte of Copenhagen by William Sadler. 


I n 1800 the Baltic was 
a vital source of trade 
and maritime supplies 
for Britain, worth 
over £3m in the prices 
of the day. So when in 1801* 
under the influence of a 
pro-French Russia, the 
Baltic states formed them¬ 
selves into an “Armed 
Neutrality of the North” 
and placed an embargo on 
British ships, the British 
government felt compelled 
to take action. 

A special Heel was formed at 
Great Yarmouth on the coast 
of Norfolk, under the overall 
command of Admiral Sir Ifyde 
Parker, with Vice Admiral 
Lord Nelson as his second, 
Denmark, with its key strategic 
position at the entrance to the 
Baltic, was seen as the first target 
of the expedition. However, 
Parker had been ordered to 
attempt to negotiate a settlement. 
So, to start with he remained with 
his Heel in the Kattegat while the 
diplomats went to and fro - a 
pause that gave the Danes the 
lime they needed to strengthen 
their defences. 

The negotiations failed and so 
the British fleet forced its wa> 
into the Sound and arrived off 
Copenhagen itself. The plan was 
to threaten the city with bom¬ 
bardment, using the special bomb 
vessels that had accompanied the 
fleet, thus compelling Denmark 
to negotiate. 

But by now the Danes had 
moored a line of warships and 
blocks hips across the front of the 
city and this would have to be 
removed before any bombard¬ 
ment could take place. 

The Danish line, supported by 
powerful shore forts, looked for¬ 
midable - but Nelson fell confi¬ 
dent he could deal with it and 
Parker gave him permission to 
by. 

Ndson had noticed that the 
Danish line was strongest in the 
north, where it lay close to the 
large Trekroner Battery. So he 
decided to attack instead from 
the south, knocking out the 
Danish ships in turn. 

He ordered a del ailed recon¬ 
naissance of the Danish line and 
the shoals that surrounded it, and 
went himself in one of the boats 
to see the situation at first hand. 
He then gave a dinner for his cap¬ 
tains to tell them of his plans and 
followed this verbal briefing with 


very detailed written instructions, 

flit* attack l>cgan at 9J0a,m. 
on the morning of April 2, and at 
once the Bmish encountered 
problems with the complex 
shoals. Three out of Nelson’s 
force of 12 battleships went 
aground and were unable to take 
their appointed places in I he 
attacking line. 

Nevertheless, Nelson pressed 
on and by 1all the avail¬ 
able British ships were engaged, 
including the frigates under Capt 
Edward Riou. which gallantly 
took on the Trekonrer Battery 

They encountered a most 
determined resistance from the 
Danes and a heavy gunnery duel 
ensued. At such close range, the 
casualties were very heavy - both 
sides lost over 1.000 men killed 
and wounded. For at least two 
hours the outcome of the battle 
hung in a delicate balance and 
victory could have gone either 
way. 

Meanwhile Parker was moving 
in slowly with the rest of the fleet 
from the north, against contrary 
winds. He could sec that Nelson's 
force had been reduced and that 
the Danish frre still appeared 
unabated, even after nearly two 
hours of intense fighting. So, at 
about Ip.m., thinking that Nelson 
might be forced to break off the 
action, he hoisted a signal order¬ 
ing him to do so. 

Nelson, however, could detect 
that his ships were at last begin¬ 
ning to overwhelm their gallant 
opponents and so, in a famous 
theatrical gesture, he put a tele* 
scope to his blind eye and claimed 
that he could nut see the signal. 
He also ordered that his own sig¬ 
nal for "Close Action” should 
remain flying. 

Half an hour later, the Danish 
fire began to slacken and by 
2.3l)p.m. all the ships in the centre 
of their line had surrendered or 
withdrawn, leaving a huge gap. 

H owever, The Danes 
were still able to 
reinforce their ship 
from the shore. As 
the fresh defenders 
arrived, they refused to allow the 
British to lake possession of some 
of the surrendered ships and 
showed signs of wanting to con¬ 
tinue the battle. So both the south 
and north ends of the line 
remained in action. 

Nelson responded by sending a 
message ashore under a Hag of 
truce addressed to "The Brothers 
of Englishmen, the Danes”. In it, 
he stud he would be reluctantly 
force to burn the captured ships if 


the firing did not cease. 

When a remly came back from 
the Danish Crown Prince ques¬ 
tioning his intentions. Nelson 
declared that his object was 
humanity, springing from a gen¬ 
uine desire to avoid any further 
unnecessary bloodshed, Tie urged 
the Prince to agree to an 
Armistice, 

The Prince agreed to a formal 
cease-fire and negotiations began 
in which Nelson played a promi¬ 
nent role. 

Nelson's famous message has 
attracted much controversy and is 
still regarded by some Danish his¬ 
torians as a questionable ru.se de 
guerre. EJui Nelson always insisted 
that humanity had indeed been 
his first object. Certainly, his cre¬ 
dentials arc strong, since he was 
usually a humane man and 
famously prayed for "humanity 
after victory” just before 
Trafalgar. 

B ut he was also con¬ 
scious that the defeat 
of the Danes was but 
the first step in a much 
bigger campaign and, 
during the negotiations, he 
frankly admitted that he wanted 
to gain time to move up the Baltic 
and deal with the Russians, who 
he suw as the main foe. 

In fact, no such extension of 
the campaign was required, since 
the pro-French Tsar Paul had 
been assassinated on March 24. 
When news of the battle reached 
Britain, Parker was recalled and 
Ndson placed in chief command. 
Without Paul's influence, the 
Armed Neutrality began to dis¬ 
solve and by the middle of June 
British trade in the Baltic was 
flowing freely once again. 

But tension between the 
British and Danes broke out 
again in 1K07 and another fleet, 
accompanied by an army, was 
sent to Copenhagen, This time 
the city itself was bombarded, 
with much damage to property 
and the loss of many civilian lives. 

To this day, many Danes still 
confuse the’ two events and 
believe, wrongly, that Nelson 
burned their capital city - thus 
adding further to the controversy 
ihat still surrounds the hardesf- 
fought of all his great battles. 

□ HMS Cardiff is to represent 
the Roytd Ntivy at a series of events 
in Denmark to ammemorwe the 
Battle of Copenhagen on its 200th 
anniversary. 

The Portsmouth-based Type 42 
destroyer will berth at Copenhagen 
from March 28 hr April 3 where the 


ship's company, 45 Royal Marines 
Bandsmen and Deputy 
Cammo tide r- in - Chief Fleet Vice 
Admiral Sir Fabian Malhan will 
take part in a sendee of remem¬ 
brance, Before departing for 
Portsmouth on April 3, HMS 
Cardiff wilt join a multi-national 


flotilla in a steam-past for the 
Queen if Denmark, .4 report and 
pictures will appear in the next 
issue, 

.4 special conference to mark the 
anniversary will he held in 
fantsmouth an Satitn/uv. Mas /9, 
Historians front Britain and 


Denmark will attempt to resolve 
some of the questions that still sur¬ 
round the battle. 

For details , contact Candyne 
Heneghan at the Royal Naval 
Museum on 023 9272 7565 . Email; 
camfvne. heneghan & to valtm lu/tntt- 
setun.org 


We’re proud 
of what we 
build here 

If you’d like to find out more about why wc are in such demand, 
please phone for an individual appointment. 

You will be made most welcome. We award service bursaries. 
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WIN! - WIN! - WIN! 
SUBMARINE CENTENARY 
STAMP COMPETITION 


i | 

'4 


To celebrate the centenary or the Suhnurinu Service the Koyai Mail 
is hi issue a superb set of com memo rative Mumps. Here is your 
chance to lie u proud owner uf line of these presenhiliun pucks, 

Simply answer Ihu (|UL‘slkin tieluw and posl vnaf entry to:* 

Nav> NcWHoyal Mail I'nmpditioii, Nan News, HMS Nelson* Queen Slreek 
Portsmouth, Hants FUl 3HH to arrive no Inter than Friday 4th Ma) 2001, 

The first 10 entries randomly selected will receive the Trained set and 
250 runners up will receive the standard Royal Mall issue of stamps. 

These special Issue stamps wilt be released for stile on IOth April. To 
O _ phut* tin tmler or to gel further information plume 

J the Royal Mail customer line on 08457 641641 

Question: I low' many Victoria Crosses have been awarded lo 
submariners in the last 1(10 years? 

Answer: ......................................... 

Name: .................. 

Add ness: .*........... 

PostCode: .. .Tel No.:........... 

The Ediiof * decision is final Ernploym and reladm til Navy Mews am metoflifclfl la enfef 


Rt?Vi5 

Ptwtelic Society 
H M Nov»l &IS* 


tiCtlp bIt tea, ifeijfagiK 

wkiir mm 


T HE ROYAL Mail pays its own tribute to the RN 
Submarine Service this month, with a special set of 
four stamps to mark its centenary issued on April 10. 
Mark Thomson, managing director Royal Mail stamps and col* 
lectibles, told Navy News it was being done in honour of the more 
than 600 British submarines that have patrolled and protected the 
waters of the world over the past 100 years - earning 14 Victoria 
Crosses in the process. 

"Our aim is to celebrate the most significant developments in 
the history of this unique service, and at the same time capture 
the immense power, heroism and endurance of submarines," said 
Mr Thomson. 

The four stamps, designed by Dick Davis, are as follows: 
j 2nd Class - Vanguard-class Trident missile submarines, the 
latest developed class in service, 

J 1st Class - Swiftsu re-class, a typical Cold War period subma¬ 
rine. 

J 45p stamp - U-class, a small but highly-successful World War 
II design, mainly employed to great effect in the Mediterranean. 

65p stamp - Holland-class, the Royal Navy's first submarine 
adopted in 1901, 

A presentation pack will be available, priced £1.96, and a First 
Day Cover and It is planned to issue a further set of submarine- 
related stamps and a special stamp book In October 
You can win framed sets of the April 10 issue stamps by enter¬ 
ing our competition (see below). 

Meanwhile, the RN Philatelic Society is issuing its own cover to 
mark the centenary (see above). Each will contain a text sheet by 


Cdr Jeff Tall, Director of the RN Museum and four double-sided 
photocards depicting the 14 RN Submarine Service VCs. 

There will be seven categories of this limited edition cover, five 
of which will be signed. For details contact the RNPS on 023 92 
820921, Also ask for details of special covers to mark the bicente¬ 
nary of the Battle of Copenhagen, 'HMS Jersey Through the Ages' 
and the International Festival of the Sea, 

• An exhibition to mark the centenary of the Submarine Service 
will open at the Imperial War Museum on April 12. Visitors will be 
able to experience the life of a submariner in a number of hands- 
on models aimed particularly at children who will receive an 
accompanying activity sheet 

Home from 
home , 1898 


SNStmB 


Rife 


The CENTENARY YEAR of the 
ROYAL NAVY SUBMARINE SERVICE 
1901'2001 


Battleships 
comes out 
on video 


ORIGINALLY published in 1970 and long out of print. 
Edwyn Gray's classic A Damned Un-English Weapon has 
now been re-issued as British Submarines at War 1914- 
1918 (Leo Cooper £19.95), 

The book tells how ihe 
Submarine Service won its 
spurs following its introduc¬ 
tion in 191)1 m the face of 
opposition from virtually every 
Hue officer in the Fleet. 

The dedicated enthusiasts who 
made up the crews were derided as 
members of "The Trade* - but ihcy 
fought the Edwardian Naval 
Establishment as fiercely as they 
were later to fight the enemy and 
victory w as their reward on both 
occasions. 

Death and disaster came in 
many guises in those days - mine¬ 
fields,’ explosive nets', surface 
ships, U-boats, shore batteries, 

Zeppelins as well as human error 
and ever-present equipment fail¬ 
ure. 

Freshly illustrated, this edition 
is issued' to mark the Submarine 
Service’s centenary, it tells how 
the first five submarine VCs were 
'Aim: how RN submarines ruled 
the Baltic from hMfr-ttt and 


wreaked mayhem against lurkish 
shipping in the kind-locked Sea of 
Marmora: and how the notorious 
K-elass steam-powered boats 
claimed 135 lives in 12 months 
without any enemy assistance.. . 


CHANNEL 4 s epic ser¬ 
ies The Battleships , 
exploring the rapid evo¬ 
lution of firepower and 
battleship design from 
Henry VilFs Mary Rose 
through to the Gulf War, 
is released on video by 
Delta as four individual 
videos priced at £7.99 
or as a double video box 
set containing ail four 
episodes at £15.99. 

Alternatively a DVD of 
the entire series is avail¬ 
able with extras of a 
photogallery and 

detailed battleship 
information, priced 
£19.99. 


The Captain's cabin in the cruiser HMS Powerful c.1898. 
In an effort to give it a domestic feel, he has furnished it 
with a campaign pedestal desk, slip-covered chairs, 
chintz curtains, potted plants, bookcases, oil paintings 
and framed photographs. 

- From British Campaign Furniture by Nicholas A, Brawer 
(Abrams £30). 


Resurfaced: 
'A Damned 
Un-English 
Weapon' 


Submariners get double 
stamp of approval 
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At Your Leisure 





Reniiwn 


Periscope Publishing Ltd 

PfmtuceiN nf ihe Arduimed i-iilea films 
‘The Mystery uf HMS AfTniy' 

(Iis i«‘nv(.Hh«ii mih ihe RN Svhrmmtfc Mwcuinj 
and 

Shipwrecks uf ihc Bull Ur at JutluniJ' 

These 30-minute films ecxnbtnc unique colour 
uttJen**Vcr film And nunlimc hutoiy lo 
revrrite (fftil mm tales of the 20" t culury 

4r*Uab1« Ter «*h imd. pkp from 
VO Bo% 11«3. M*ifcnhrod SL4 n Y X IM62I! 5UW> 


I T IS 100 years since Sir 
William White retired as 
Director of Naval 
Construction, He had 
held the post for 16 years 
during which time T David K. 
Brown suggests in Warship 
2000-2001 (Conway £30) he 
showed himself to be perhaps 
the greatest warship designer 
ever. 

HMS Renown (1895) may he 
seen as the definitive White battle¬ 
ship* he writes, her armour mark¬ 
ing a great advance over previous 
designs, 

‘Tier armour bdi was Kin of the 
new Harvey cemented armour, 
equivalent to twelve and three- 
quarter inches of compound 'Hie 
middle deck, level with the top of 
the belt, was 2in thick but the pro¬ 
tective deck was sloped down at 
the sides, Tin thick, to support the 
bottom of the belt. 

“The great advantage of this 
arrangement was that any shell 
penetrating the belt would meet 
the deck at 45 degrees and almost 
certainly fail. This arrangement 
became standard in most navies 
until the end of the Second World 
War: one of the last ships with this 
style of protection was the 
Bismarck, where it was fairly suc¬ 
cessful at close range. 11 

As PNC While was responsible 
for 43 vattleships, 26 armoured 
cruisers, 21 first class protected 
cruisers. second class. 33 third 
class and 74 other warships. 

They were, says Brown, “the 
best ships of the day, a statement 
which is justified by the frequency 
with which they were copied, par¬ 
ticularly by UK commercial yards 
building for export, 4 ' 

“One may see the Russo- 
Japanese war as fought between a 
Japanese fleet whose major vessels 
were largely copies of While’s fleet 
and a Russian fleet of French 
style/' 


HP BOOK FINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAL 
requ i red. Contaet: M oss la i rd. 
Brig O' Turk, Callander. FKI7 MHT 
Tc le p h o n c/Fax; (01877) 376377 
man i n @ hp- hot >k 11 mlers.et >. ul 


THE ILLUSTRIOUS AND IMPLACABLE 
CLASSES OK AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
1940-1969 

Nrll MrCurt 

or the first Lime in one volume, here are the 
comprehensive histories of ihe six fleet 
airemfi earners which domimiieil the R«yut Nnvy's m ini inn between 1940 and 
the early I95fh; HtustrioMS, Formidable. Victorious, indomitable. 
Indefatigable and Implacable The career at cilt’h vessel is described in detail, 
with plenty of phoiugraphs. Hardback, with laminated dust jacket. 

Price £23 phis p&p, ISBN I 901225 114 f> 

Also Still Avuiluhtv: 

HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p 
HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-4969 (Hardback) £21.00 plus p&p 
HMS CENTAUR 1943-1972 t Hardback 1116.95 plus p&p 
THREE ARK ROYAUS 1938-1999 (Hardback) £2.1.00 plus p&p 
TIGER, LION & BLAKE 1942-f9NA I Ihirdhaeki £21.50 plus p&p 
SS CANBERRA 1957-1997 (Hardback) £21.00 plus p&p 

PtraM.- adit £2.50 p&p for ihc t’K & IT nr £4.00 Um n^rldwiiJe suifoee mail Pjynwm hy 
Mcrling chape, poMal ufilcr ur Ivy VtS VMASTKRCAKIJ telephoned ia urdets uckiximJ 
Emm FAN PIIBUCATIOMS 17 Wyiruun Une, HieltuiiwjiL files CSI.^I VQA 
ItfFm 1)1242 5tf<i>K> H orroder fno#n m**! 


0 Sir William White (1845-191$) and his design for the armour in 
HMS Renown - an arrangement used in the Roy at Navy up to the 
end of World War 1 and in World War tt by the Bismarck. 


HISTORIC CD-ROMS: Naval & 
Murine Lists: Early Portsmouth 
Street Directories & Guides; 
Portsmouth Dockyard Photos 19011- 
1920: All CD's £14.44 delivered. 
Phone 023 9275 6275 for list or visit 

“HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . , video, Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition. One tear-jerking 
hour of nostalgia, produced 
by JOHN DOUGLAS author 
II.M.S, GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & H.M,S GANGES (Tales 
of the T.R.O.G/S.) 5.A.E. details 
Douglas Hse, Penmarth Redruth 
Cornwall TR16 6NX 


The Navy In The News 
& More Navy In The News 
UK Price £7.99 Each 


HMS Bronnington 
UK Price £5.95 

To order tel: 02392 826040 
or buy online at 
www.navynewsxo.uk 


THE FACE OF THE ENEMY 


SIERRA Leone has set our Armed Forces some stiff problems lately - notably the spectacular rescue reported In 
our October 2000 issue of eleven hostages held by the West Side Boys, described as one of the most daring oper¬ 
ations of recent years. 

The Royal Marines arrested several members of the notorious WSB taction - renegades high on drugs and alco¬ 
hol who would fight alongside the Sierra Leone Army one day and the opposition Revolutionary Front the next. 

Armed with an assortment of British, American and Russian weapons, they were responsible for some of the 
appalling injuries inflicted on women and children In Freetown prior to the arrival of British troops. 

This picture is taken from Commando - The Illustrated History of Britain's Green Berets (Sutton £25), in which David 
Reynolds tells the story of one of the UK's elite Special Forces from 1942 to the present day, including conflicts in 
Cyprus, the Falklands and Northern Iraq. 


I yVew JPJiotv's 

[ from O/c/f 


[Scratched ’ Ripped * Faded | 


Using a computerised process, 
we can invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your original image. 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements irom; £6,00 
Quantom imaging 
feeperst 1)007/ On sow*? rw$ 
PO m f&vrn 
mao 

TEC- 0800 073 0973 
www.quantom-imaging.co.uk 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

With 

The Pentland Press 

Kdloburxb OcmbridR? Ourhum USA 

Fsljblished publisher welcomes 

books m all *ufcu*et* 

Wrrtf) for details or son d your manuscript to: 

Pentlind Pmas (NN), 1 Hutton Clow, 
South Church, Durham 0L14 6XO 

Id 01388 776555 Fa* 01388 776768 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Uin&£ STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN HM (SATURDAY lfM| 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Martiime Books, 
98/1 DO Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upcn Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


THE AIRCREW 
ASSOCIATION 


For details contact 
Fred McMillan, 
Tel/Fax: 01753 526960 
or visit our web site 

www.aircrew.org.uk 


Your Biography 


t ampasi'd and him ltd fur 
pvrsvnal pleasure or family xife 


Has your Vite bean 
interesting? Has 
a relaiive led a 
Li fascinating Ii1e r * 
Then contact us and we lt 
write a biography to cherish. 


LIFE ANU TIMES 

37 Store Street 
London WC1E 7BS 
Tel-Fax 020 7353 2rV44 
www. life- and-timea.com 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


Navy News is Online! - Visit us at www.navynews.co.uk 


Thirteen days that 
shook the world 


O ctober m 2 , in ihc uk the 

Tornados were top of the charts 
with Tel star while in the cinemas 
Tom Courtenay was a rebellious 
teenager experiencing The 
Loneliness of the Umg Distance Runner. 

Meanwhile in Cuba, Soviet technicians were 
installing nuclear missile bases ut various strategic 
points, and in Washington the military and political 
establishment was getting very nervous indeed. 

The anxiety became global when news of the situa¬ 
tion emerged, and for almost a fori nigh I the Spectre of 
a third and probably final world war haunted every¬ 
one's thoughts. 

Thirteen Days tells the story of the crisis from the 
White House perspective. Though based on n book of 
transcripts (77rr Kennedy Tapes) Inc film does the smart 
thing, entertainment-wise, by placing a fictional char¬ 
acter at Its centre a senior presidential aide played by 
Kevin Kosincr (Costner, it will he recalled, also 
starred in JFK. a In mi the Dallas assassination a year 
on down the line from the events depicted here). 

Its probably not spoiling the plot to disclose that 
catastrophe was averted and global annihilation post¬ 
poned. But the tug of war between hawks and doves, 
wiih hitter confrontations in smoke-filled rooms, the 
comings and goings \if tight-lipped diplomats, the ulti¬ 
matums, the last-minute interventions, all make for 
gripping viewing. 

In an interesting cast, Bruce Greenwood as JLK was 
evidently picked for his gravitas rather than for any 


resemblance to the late president, but Costner’s famil¬ 
iar, reassuring presence ensures that the twists and 
turns of the drama always have a human face. 

Ms probably true that ihc millions who spent those 
13 days distracting themselves by listening to the 
Tornados or watching Tom Courtenay lose his big race 
never really felt that an atomic holocaust would be 
unleashed. And of course they were right But all the 
same, it seems to have been a dose-run thing. 

There s undoubtedly a film to ia* made - though a 
pretty depressing one it would be - about the lives of 
the asylum seekers and/or economic migrants who arc 
piling up in English coastal towns. Last Resort isn't 
quite it . since the predicament of Tanya and her len- 
year-old son is primarily the result of being dumped by 
her English boyfriend: calculation doesn't enter into it. 

Nevertheless, Tanya and little Artiom find them¬ 
selves enmeshed in the complicated bureaucracy of 
immigration procedures, and are placed in a holding 
area in the fictional seaside town of Stonehaven (any¬ 
one who has paddled at Margate will quickly identify 
the locations). 

Holiday resorts in desolate midwinter are usually 
like a preview of hell and ‘Stonehaven*', wiih its 
aggressive teenagers and seafront pom merchants is 
down there with ihe worst of Ihem. 

But the picture isn't as bleak as that. Tanya s friend¬ 
ship with Alfie. a scruffy amusement arcade worker, is 
tender and touching, so there's a happy ending of 
sorts. It runs for a mere hour-Sfld-a-quurier, offering a 
lesson in brevity which many a higher-priced project 
could benefit from. 


White: the 
all-time 
greatest 
designer? 

Other features in ihe latest Victorian Navy: German Type II 
Warship annual include studies on submarines at war; and the 
the last British ironclads; attacks 14 Weapon” and GallanLcIass 
on hospital ships; Australia's destroyers. 



















































































25th Omani Anniversary Medal* Can any¬ 
one help M*ck Newby find a replacement 
medal, which was issued m 1990 Contact 
M»ck at Traden . 51. Thames Haven Hoad. 
Cornngham, Essex SSI 7 7QJ tot 01375 
361139 or e-mail mickOtraden co uk 

HMS Centaur 1959-60: Jim P.ke would 
hke to beg. borrow or buy a copy of the book 
o* the commission as he has lost his own 
copy Contact Jim at 17. Twickenham Rd. 
Newton Abbot T012 4JE. tel 01626 330699 
or e-mail fame s Ofptke 17 freeserve co uk 
RNAS Worthy Down near Winchester: 
Tony Dowtand seeks into about this air sta¬ 
tion. in FAA use 1939-1959/60. when known 
mitiaHy as HMS Kostrei and latlerfy as HMS 
Ariel there is a lack ot info on thn immediate 
post-war years, and Tony wants toi hear from 
anyone with knowledge ot the place 1939- 
1960. or with documents or photos lo copy, 
details of units and and other relevant into. 
Contact Tony at 7. Meadowland 
Kingsworthy, Winchester S023 7U or e 
mail: tdowlandO CompuServe com 

Blue Jackets: L Young would like to 
obtain a photo of the RN Blue Jacket Band. 
Pompey Barracks 1953. Contact him on 
0161 428 6590, e-maH /. youngOcwctv.rwt 
HMML 2582: Berry Vissers seeks into on 
William James Johnson, only survivor of this 
incident on June 5.1952. He was saved by a 
Dutch fisherman Contact Berry. Bermershot 
257. 5403 WV Uden. The Netherlands or e- 
mail bvissorsOtrof nl 

HMS President. CPO M Weight is 
researching to wnto a book to commemorate 
100 years ot London Division RNR if you can 
make a contribution please contact CPO 
Weight at HMS President. London Dtvision 
RNR St Katherines Way. London E1W IUQ 
or e mail WHmseyOaot.com 

HMS Fiji: A website tor the HMS Fiji 
Association has been launched and can be 
found at hnpJ/www.hmsfifi.onwebcx More 
details from Ronald Bennett by e-mail: 
mr bennett tt ronalds -place tsnet co uk 

HMS St Brides Bay Association: Alan 
Mathieson (alan mathieson Otosco net) 
would like other associations of ships built by 
Hartand and Wolfl to know that a local muse¬ 
um. the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum. 
Cullra. Holy wood. Co Down BT18 0EU. e- 
mail I kenneth andersonOtalk21.com. can 
provtdo photographs of various launchings 
HMS Royal Oak, hockey team 1929-32: 
Alan Blay has a photo ot the team, which 
includes the Captan. C. Q. Ramsey In il is 
LS Sturgess, who Mr Blay behoves lo be a 
relative Does anyone know anything about 
this man? Contact Alan Blay. Les Terrasses'. 
30. Abbots Lane. Keniey. Surrey CR8 SJH. 

HMS Alert: Elizabeth Goumas ts trying lo 
trace a cousin. Ian Grainger, who served in 
HMS Astute during the Korean War If you 
know of him. conlact Elizabeth at 32. 
Mansfield Rd. Croydon CR2 6HN 

HMS Lord Wakefield FY170: Does any¬ 
one have a photo of this trawler, requisi¬ 
tioned In 1939 tor anti-submarine work, and 
bombed and sunk off the Normandy beach¬ 
es Juty 29. 1944? Any In tor mat ion. including 
place and date of build, welcome Contact 
Wilt Haggar. 16. Tinabrook Close. Ipswich 
IP2 9JG. Tel 01473 681471 


HMS Hermes 

1920 AND 1959 

Did you serve in these ships? 

Author Neil McCart is researching a 
b<x>k that will detail the Larem of 
both airc raft carriers and he would 
like to hear from anyone who can 
contribute memories, photographs 
and commission books. 

Please contact Neil McCart, 

17 Wymans Lane, Swindon Village, 
Cheltenham, Clos GL51 9QA 


William McPherson Mathieson: William 
Mathieson seeks a portrait photograph of hts 
late father, taken around the 1950s He also 
has photos of tho following and thoir families 
that he could possibly exchange Michael 
Andrew O'Keefe. Stan Wiseman. Ernest 
Drabei. Ralph Warburton. Scottie and 
Ginger', taken 1947-lale 50s on ships 
around tho world Contact Wilkam al 128, 
Nelherhill Rd. Gallowhill. Paisley PA3 4SB 
RN Submarine L55, AB A. Clarkaon: 
G J. Wilkinson seeks info on this vessel and 
the seaman The visenpfion appears on a 
memorial at Wales. Rotherham. South Vbrks 
Contact G J Wilkinson. 135. Broom Valley 
Rd. Broom. Rotherham S60 2QX. 

HMS Thanet. Can anyone help a woman 
in Newfoundland who lost two brothers serv¬ 
ing in the RN during WWII? One. Milton 
Albert McGrath was serving in the Thanet 
when she was sunk by the Japanese wi 
January 1942. His sister never knew what 
became of him - was he a POW? Does any¬ 
one remember him? Write to T.G Shirley. 20, 
Woodands Ave. Walton. Stone. Staffs 

HMS Stanoergate - HMS Condor II. 
seaplane base. Dundee 1914-18 and 1939- 
45: Ian Bulk snekr. into and photos of this 
base on the River Tay - anything on COs. 
pilots, aircrew. Service personnel and 
squadron details gratefully received Also 
into on RNAS East Scryne. Carnoustie 
Contact lain at 13. Balmodie Drive. Dundee 
DD4 8PG. tel: 01382 506068 

HMRML 498: Dale Van Blair, a former US 
airman picked up by the crew ol RML 498 on 
April 29. 1944. would like lo contact crew 
members and obtain records and photos of 
that time Contact A E Rowo on 01822 
854650. or e-maH a e rObhnternet com 
HMS Cochrane: R Baker has a photo ol 
HMS Cochrane taken aft. showing three 
sailors on the jetty. The picture was used as 
• Christmas card lor relatives in 1945 
Although Mr Baker dxj not know the sailors 
he would kka to know if they are still around, 
and send them a copy of the photo Contact 
R Baker. 14. Saumarez Street. SI Peler Port. 
Guernsey GY1 2PT. tel 01481 720058 
HMS Goathland: Ex-Yeoman of Signals 
George BoxaJI wants to hear from any mem¬ 
ber of the ship’s company who served in her 
in 1944 Contact George at 43. The Fairway. 
Dymchurch. Romney Marsh TN29 0QG, tel* 
01303 874383. 

Model maker/researcher Peter Williams 
would like to talk to anyone who served in 
Bangor-class minesweepers, as he is 
starting a model of HMS Llandudno Contact 
Peter at 18. Station Rd. Fnmley. Camberley 
GU16 5HF. tef 01276 61669 

HMS Ulster D23.25th Destroyer Flotilla 
1944-46: GW Robinson seeks into of her 
movements after repairs at Leyte, following 
bomb damage, in Apnl 1945 to September 
1945. and would like to hear from any of the 
ship’s company at that time Contact him at 
56. Barringtons. Sutton Rd. Southend-on- 
Sea. Essex SS2 SNA. let 01702 467247 
Maureen Salt seeks into about William 
Still who was a gunnery officer during 
WWII, serving in the Far East and the Med 
He is believed to have lived m Hunteraway 
West. Gillingham, up to the 1950s. His 
daughter. Miriam was born on January 19. 
1938. and his wife was called Elen (nee 
Humphreys) Contact Maureen at 7. Church 
St. Madeiey. Teftord TF7 50W. tel: 01952 
588075. 

HMS Redoubt: Don Furmval's sister 
Irene Conduit, of Manchester, seeks into 
about her brother, last known to be In the 
Barry area of Wales Contact Major J Lodge. 
The Royal Yeomanry. Cavalry House. Duke 
of Yorks, Headquarters. London SW3 4SC 
HMS Bangor 1940-46: Minesweeper, 
built by Hariand and Wolff, lent to the Ropyai 
Norwegian Navy and renamed Gtomma. The 
Executive Officer of today’s HMS Bangor 
seeks pictures - write to LI Quiver, HMS 
Bangor. BFPO 222. e-mail gurverlhediv- 
erOhotmail.com 



THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 

2 days DBB £61.SO pp. 3 days DBB £81.50 pp 
(prices include Banquet meal) 


We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions tor . 
HMS EXETER. HMS SHEFFIELD. HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY. 
HMS ARETHUSA. HMS CUMBERLAND, TON CLASS ASSOCIATION 
CASTLE CUSS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and the PLYMOUTH RNA 


The Trecarn has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV. tea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests. The hotel has a large Dmmg Room that can hold up to 300 
Guests, as well as two spaoous Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal tor any association 
regardless of its membership sue 

For Information plots* contact: 

BRYAN PITMAN - GENERAL MANAGER TEL: 01803 329282 


Travel Insurance? 

Call 



on: 00800 76 76 77 77 (free from the 
UK & Germany) Or drop into your local 
NAAFI Financial Centre 


April 

HMS Excalibur “Swordsman Association” 

reunion, April 7 at RNA Royal Leamington 
Spa Details from George on 0151 625 1432 
or e-mail georgeOgrose freeserve. co ok 
FAA Armourers reunion m Coventry over 
tho wookend of April 7 Three nights B&B and 
EM, gala dinner and dance. C89 lhe whole 
weekend Details from Mick HokJsworth. 
Ayfesham Lodge. Attaham Rd. Barham, 
Canterbury CT4 6EY. lei 01227 832826 
Sherborne RNA Hospital reunion at The 
Swan. Cheap Street. Sherborne on April 28 
at 12.30 Staff and ax-patiants welcome 
Contact Mrs Dons SchoiefiekJ. The 
Bungalow. Augustus Rd. Fiockltffe. Leighton 
Buzzard LU7 9NF. tel 01525 210867 

May 

Captain Walker’s Old Boys Association 

reunion and dxiner at Bootle. Merseyside. 
May 4-6 Details from Pat Marsh on 0151 722 
2080 

HMS Tenby (F65 and J34) reunion from 
May 4-7 at the Trecarne Hotel Babbacombe 
Contact Phil Rowe on 0161 7477325 or Roy 
Tapping on 01202 255192 or e-mail rk.top- 
prng€ttatk21 com 

HMS Warrior 1946-58 reunion May 4 6 at 
the Home Club. Portsmouth Contact John 
Carr. 91. Westley Rd. Acocks Green. 
Birmingham B27 7UW. tel: 0121 624 4964 
HMS Concord Association reunion at 
HMS Nelson from May 4-6 Details from 
Peter Lee-Hale. 53. Shotoumo Rd. Caine. 
Wiltshire SNt 1 0ET. tet/tax: 01249 811405 or 
mobile: 07949 816640 

HMS Emerald Association reunion at 
the Union Jack Club. Waterloo. London, on 
May 5. Contact Colin Houklay. Church 
House. West St, Flamborough, East Vbrks 
Y015 1 PH. tel: 01262 851279. 

HMS Fisgard Association: The inaugur¬ 
al Northern Area luncheon reunion is at the 
Civil Service Club. Rosyth. on May 5 Old 
boys of HMS Fisgard or Fisgard Squadron 
(HMS Raleigh) wishing lo anend should con¬ 
tact Des Goodwin. 36. Southbrook Rd. 
Langston©, Havant P09 1RN. tel 023 9247 
2384 Members of the Old Caledonia Artificer 
Apprentice's Association also invited 

Sth Atlantic Medal Association 1962 
reunion and AGM at the Oblenski Suito. 
Twickenham rugby stadxim before the RN v 
Army match. May 5 Details Denzil Con rack. 
01495 227577. e-mail OensamaOaoi com 
HMS Myngs 1943-54 reunion, Home 
Club on May 8 m conjunction with 2-class 
Destroyer Association Contact Alec 
Bernasconi on 023 9266 2467 or Pete 
Ackroyd on 01934 822207 

HMS Attacker 879/886 Squadrons FAA 
and ship's company, also Carrier Borne Air 
Liaison Sections serving with squadrons 
1942-45 reunion on May 10 Details from R 
Phillis. 243. Kempshon Lane. Basingstoke 
RG22 5NB. tel 01256 321678. 

HMS Bigbury Bay 1945-1959 reunion 
from May 11-14 in Bournemouth Contact 
Roy Ashton, 5. Pnest Avo. Canterbury CT2 
8PJ. tel 01227 456296 

Old Caledonia Artificer Apprentices' 
Association reunion at the Trecarn Hotel. 
Babbacombe. from May 11-14 Details from 
Ron Emerson (0161 449 9259) or Geoff 
Gngg (01752 769580) 

RN Commando Association reunion 
and AGM al the Nautical Club. Birmingham 
on May 12-13 Details from RJ Lawrence. 
18. Crane Drive. Verwood. Dorset BH31 
606. tel 01202 825880 

HMS Diadem Association reunion on 
May 12 at the Queens Hotel, Southsea 
Contact Peler Burnand on 01243 B64680 
LCG & F Association reunion at the 
Home Club. Portsmouth, from May 15-17 
RedeOcafion service on May 17th. Memorial 
Rose Garden. RM Museum. Eastney. at 
11am Contact Vernon Copeland on 02476 
451645 or M Alien on 01933 381163 

HMS Royalist Association reunion May 
18-20. Strenon Hotel. Blackpool Contact 
George Craddock. 103 Broadmoadow Lane. 
Birmingham B30 3PB. tel 0121 458 5621. or 
Pal Ouaife. 023 8076 7756 

HMS Arethusa Association service and 
tree dedication. National Memorial Arbore¬ 
tum. Alrewas Staffs on May 20 al 11am 
Details Tom Sawyer, tel 01924 848191 e- 
maM tomOsawyer76 freeserve co uk 

June 

TS Exmouth/LNTS Association reunion 
from June 1-3 at Lydney. Glos Details from 
John Goddard. 88. Rarendoe Lane. Bishops 
Waltham Southampton S032 1DX. ter 
01489 894826 

HMS Sparrow reunion June 1*4 at the 
Royal Hotel. Great Yarmouth Contact Geotl 
Middleton on 01562 700689 tor details 
HMS Verulam reunion for R28. F29 ship¬ 
mates at the Home Club. Portsmouth, on 
June 2. Details from Chris Williams on 01621 


At your Service entries 

■ Notices for this page should be 
brief, clearty written or typed and 
addressed to • The Editor. Navy 
News. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth. 
POI 3HH or email: 
editOnavynews.co.uk. If you are 
sending your notice in via email, 
please include your full address 
and telephone number. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, 
and requests to place an entry in a 
particular edition cannot be guar¬ 
anteed. 

■ Please send in Reunions at 
least three months (preferably 
four) before the month of the 
event. 

■ There may be a delay before 
items appear, due to the volume of 
requests 

■ Entries are free to non-commer¬ 
cial organisations. Items pertain¬ 
ing to commercial work, books 
and publications for profit can 
only appear as paid-for advertis¬ 
ing. 

■ The Editor reserves the right to 
edit or refuse publication of sub¬ 
mitted notices. 

■ Space does not allow us to 
accept more than one free insert. 
Any subsequent notice will have 
to be paid for at advertising rates. 


816207 after 6pm 

HMS Bicester L34 1 942 56 or M36: All 

commissions reunion at Littlebury Hotel 
Church End. Bicester. Oxon, on June 2 
Contact Dave Bravbrook. 32. Trinity Grove. 
Benoeo. Herts SG14 3HB. or tel 01992 
583272 All Hunl-class or Bicester RNA 
associates are welcome 

HMS Speaker reunion. Birmingham 
Nautical Club. June 2-3 Details from N 
Jones. 36. Ouantock Court. South 
Esplanade. Bumham-on-Sea. Somerset TA8 
1DL lei 01278 785905 

10th Destroyer Flotilla 1943-45 and 
Tribal-class Destroyer 1939-45 wifl be in 
France from June 4-7 Motel in Omaha area, 
tours to Bayeux and Arromanches. There are 
still some vacancies Send an SAE to J. Bull. 
4. Pearls Close. Beckton. East Ham. London 
E6 SOY 

Central Flying School (Helicopters) 
Squadron: Helicopter instructors reunion at 
RAF Shawbury on June 6-7 to mark 25 years 
in its present home The event will centre 
around a Hangar Party’ and is open to all 
members of the tielicopter arm of the mstruc 
honal brotherhood* (OHl/OHNI/OHC!) who 
have graduated from or been staff members 
ot CfS(H) Oetaiis from Lt Cdr Geoff 
Stephenson. CFS(H). RAF Shawbury on 
01939 250351 ext 7534/7382 (MOD. 95531 
7534/7382) 

RN/RM Memorial: Service of remem¬ 
brance at Ouistreham at 1100 on June 6 in 
honour of those who gave their irves. con- 
nected with landing shtps. craft and barges 
All welcome including standards Details from 
Maurice Hiflebrandt on 01395 442800 

Pembroke '84 Club: Warrant Officer and 
Senior Rate Steward’s reunion (serving and 
ex-serving) in the WOs and SRs Mess. HMS 
Raleigh, June 8 Details from WOSTO N.H. 
Tilley. Wardroom House Manager. HMS 
Nelson, tel 023 9272 4261 

HMS Solebay reunion al the Home Club. 
Portsmouth, on June 16 Contact Malcolm 
Clarke. 164. Southmead Rd. Westbury-on- 
Trym. Bristol BS10 SDR. tel: 0117 962 2500 
or e-mail soiebeyOtosd.demoo.co.uk 
HMS Auckland (Tobruk 1941): Service 
of Remembrance at the Naval War 


Memorial. Southsea. on June 23 at 1430. 
Contact Jim Bennett on 023 9237 3730. 

RN Medical Laboratory Technicians & 
Pathologists Reunion Dinner, open lo for¬ 
mer and currently serving Naval Laboratory 
Technicians and Pathologists, in the WOs i 
SRs Mess. RH Hasiar. June 23. Numbers 
limited lo 60 and allocated on first-come, 
first-served basis Details from LACCMT(L) K 
Macey. Health Studies Division. Vulcan 
Block. RDMC. Fori Blockhouse. Gosport 
P012 2AB. tel: 023 92765443 (work) 023 
92423809 (home). e-mail 

kevmmacey Oaof com 

HMS Brecon (L76) 1942/45 reunion 
weekend June 29 to Juty 1 at Stratton Hotel. 
Blackpool Details from Doug Stevens. 29. 
Horselers. Hemei Hempstead HP3 9UH. tel 
01442 251839 

Royal Naval Old Comrades Club, 
Eastbourne: 50th anniversary celebrations 
on June 30 Current and ex-members are 
invited, plus all RNA/RMA, current or ex-ser- 
vtcemen/women Details from Murray Muzz 
Wakefield on 01323 643311 or 0777 
5634615, or contact him via e-mail 
at murrBywakehoklOhotmail.com 

July 

HMS Glasgow reunion on July 7 at HMS 
Nelson Contact Hobbo at 
paukihuk O yahoo, com 

August 

HMS Actaeon (South Atlantic) 1946-53 

reunion at Leicester Semor Service Club. 
August 10-12. Ships company to ring 
George (Ginger) Brandon on 0116 267 3755. 

BRNC Dartmouth 1959 - 61 reumonpro- 
grammed tor August 10-12 at BRNC lor Term 
who joined May 1959 and left July 1961. and 
associated RMYO 21 and RAN Entry mem- 
bers Any Term member interested contact 
N.J.B. Morrison asap at Velden, Yeoland 
Down. YeNerton, Devon PL20 6BY. tel/lax 
01822 853320. e-mail nfbmomsonOCom¬ 
puServe com 

HMS Suffolk Association reunion at the 
Falcon Hotel. Stratford-on-Avon (01789 


279953) on August 17*10 Send SAE to A.E. 
Emmanuel. 1. Channon Court. Maple Rd. 
Surbiton KT6 4RS. tel 020 8390 5783 

September 

HMS Kenya Association all commis¬ 
sions AGM at Derby on September 1 with a 
commemoration service and oak tree planti¬ 
ng at the National Memorial Arboretum 
Details Chas Atkinson on 023 9229 6404 

HMS Gardes K475 reunion in the Bums 
Room. Union Jack Club. Waterloo. London 
on September i Details from Putty Read on 
01202 722493 

HMS Amethyst reunion dinner and AGM 
at the Leofnc Hotel. Coventry, on September 
1 Details from Don Redman. 6a. Ouantock 
Rd. Bridgwater TA6 7EO. tel 01276 451765. 

HMS Wild Goose Association reunion at 
the Royal Hotel. Whitby, from September 21* 
23 Details Irom Ken Hayes 10. Stratford 
Way. THohurst. Reading RG31 5XT 

HMS Porlock Bay Association 1946-48 
reunion at the Savoy Hotel. Bournemouth 
from September 21-24. Ex-shipmates please 
contaci Hon Sec K Faulkner. 22. Ciovelfy Rd 
Swrnlon Manchester M27 0FU. tel 0161 794 
8962 

BRNC 1966 Entry reunion tor officers 
who joined BRNC in September 1966 will be 
hew on Seotemoer 21 at HMS Exceient. 
Contact DNOAXPS. VB103. Portsmouth 
Naval Base. POI 3LS. tel 023 9272 7440 or 
e-mail dnoa x rmOpipex dial com marked 
Tbr DNOAX’ 

HMS Phoebe Association reunion lo bo 
hew at the Queens Hotel. Llandudno, from 
September 21-24 All ranks 1939 - 1992 wel¬ 
come Details from Secretary. Roy Pavely. 3. 
Bridge Close. DWcol. Oxon OX11 8DU. tel 
01235 211501. e-mail roypavelyOic24.net 

HMS Crane Association (1943-62) U23- 
F123 reunion at Gateway Hotel. Nottingham, 
from September 28-30. Details from Tony 
Nuttall. 85. Conway Rd. Carlton. Nottingham 
NG4 2PW. or tel 0115 952 6363 

HMS Duff reunion al Sohhull on 
September 28-29 Contact N Johns. Tho Old 
Chandlery. New Rd. instow. BWeford EX39 
4LN. tel: 01271 860578 


Calling Old Shipmates 


Calling Stephen Colin Birkett and anyone 
else who served with Mick Rutherford in HM 
Ships Ganges, Crossbow. Anzio and 
Manxman 1959-69 Contaci Mick at 46. 
Skye Edge Rd. Sheffield S2 5HB. tel: 0114 
276 8265. e-mail: crossbow WOhotmail com 
HMS Newcastle Association now wel¬ 


comes anyone who ever served in an HMS 
Newcastle, whatever year or commission, 
including the current destroyer Details from 
Ray Young. 109. Wesiernmoor. Washington. 
Tyne and Wear NE37 1LT 

’Ex-POCT(L) Spider' Kelly seeks oppos 
from the Service, particularly Graeme 
Paddy Leslie. Gareth Sharkey' Ward or 
Dave Wendy Craig. Please e-mail bar¬ 
ren Oga teshead 100. freeserve co uk. 

HMS Marne: Bon Claxton served in HMS 
Marne in 1943 and is keen to contaci his oW 
shipmates Contact his son at 20. Elm Tree 
Walk. Tring HP23 5EJ. tel: 01442 381117. or 
e-maH: mick.cfaxionOntfwodd.com 

HMS Royal Arthur. Skegness, then 
HMS Scotia. Troon and HMS Valkyrie. 
Douglas l.of.M. Class 175 Telegraphist 
course 1943 Instructor CPO Brooks Class 
Leaoer Peter Holt: deputy Wiiham Fisher, 
also. Sandy Laune, Bernard Langion. Jim 
Woiverson. Jeff Tolley et al E.TR Jones 
would like to contact former members of 
Class 175 Tel 01452 504062, e-mail 
et jonesOlmeonenol or write to ETR 
Jones. 5. Waters Reach. Hempsted Lane. 
Hempsted. Glos GL2 SGN 

Fred Gumbieton hopes to hear from 
shipmates who served with him whilst in the 
RN, in particular, Dave (Oggic) Alien, who 
joined as an Artificer in the 743 intake 
Contact Fred at 2. Cherbourg Grove. Port 
Kennedy. Western Australia WA6172. or e- 
mail tgumbietonO anaconda com au 

Hong Kona Flotilla: Peter Yeates seeks 
his National Service shipmates who were 
drafted to the Hong Kong Flotilla in 1955- 
1957. arriving January 1. 1956 aboard 
Empire Clyde from Liverpool Hugh Mann 
Irom Dundee. Nasmylh-Milier. Patrick Wilson 
ol Shirehampton, Bristol, also the crew ol 
HMML 3510 LI De Bern Gibbs. Horrify. 
Conolfy. Rushbrook. Thurston Tooze and 
Snow Contaci Peter, who after 45 years is 
aruoous lo reunite with h>$ shipmates, at 41. 
Riverside Way. Bristol BS15 3TF. tel 0117 
9602898. e-mail Ya lesee Q Winter net corn 


HMS Danae: Graham Baldry seeks mem 
bers of the flight crew of HMS Danae 1975- 
1977-ish. including Mike Boland and Dave 
Howse. plus Fitz Frtton. Dave Stevenson. 
Dave Austin. Keith Masmo and Graham's okl 
mate Billy Briggs (the aircrewman) Graham 
is in contact with Frank Yenlmnn and Bogey 
Knight Contact Graham at 6. White Rose 
Walk. Cambridge CB4 3XO. tel 01223 
573310 .or graham baidryOntfworld.com 
HMS Excalibur (Alsager) July* 
September 1946. Seeking Bernard Hill. 
Lofty Bemmer Charlie Snath, Ginger Hicks. 
Paddy Biacoe Patrick Noyce Ginger Burt 
Ray Lapping, Fred Gartside. Frank Hall. 
Geordie Oliver. Walty Dearden. Jack Duffel. 
Biondie Leach. Stebbings. Wilks. Wishy 
Dunn. Phipps and Bogey Knight Contact 
George Rose on 0151 625 1432 or e-maH 
g eorgeOgroso freeserve co uk 

HMS Whitesand Bay: Jeff Johnson 
seeks anybody who served in HMS 
Whitesand Bay during the Korean War 
Contact Jeff at 32. Sussex House. Chalton 
SI. London NW1 1RB. tol 0207 380 0243 or 
e-mail jofiOijohnson7 tsnet co uk 

HMS Fisgard: It is hoped lo hold a 
reunion m the Plymouth area tor serving or 
ex-serving RN personnel at HMS Fisgard 
between January 1979 and Spring 1980 All 
Artificers. NCOS Instructors and officers wel¬ 
come Contact Alan Ede, (79/1 entry), 01752 
214732 or e-maH alanedeOeurobell coukoi 
Colin Craven. (80/1 eniry). 01752 318456 
HMS Berwick: Seeking PO Charlie 
Gibbs, last known serving in HMS Berwick 
1963-64. Far East possible roumon. 
Contaci Gareth Pavey. 28. Wellington Ave. 
Whitehill. Bordon, Hants GU35 9QD. e-mail 
drbdobtfdpavey freeserve co uk 

HMS Ark Royal: Colin Massey seeks 
shipmates from HMS Ark Royal 1975-77, in 
particular Brian Deverwiy, and Scousc Lyons, 
both cooks xi Moss 6 like Colin Contact him 


at arkmanOarkman screaming net 

HMS Ganges: William Alfred Martin 
(Pmcher) seeks shipmates from training 
through postings on Galatea Delhi, Onon, 
Buloto, Potman and Consort 1938 onwards 
Contaci hxn via his daughter. 24. Cannagola 
Beq Rd. Portadown. Co Armagh. BT62 
1RR, e-mail rrevor whrnen Obtmtemet com 


POCK Michael Ball. ex-HMS Heron and 
Taranto Hill MQa m (he late 70s early 80s, 
contaci Ben Clay, tel no 01935 472342 or 
0788 785 1712. Of e-maH bvracfayOcs.com 
HMS Ceylon: Frank Pegram served in 
HMS Ceylon 1951-53. and would hke lo con- 
laci shipmates, especially Dennis Vince, 
best man at his wedding Frank and family 
emigrated to Australia in 1971 Contaci 
Frank s daughter Carol Sleen. 43 Kuna! Si. 
Deer Park, victoria. Australia 3023. or e-mail 
csteenObigpond com au 

FAA Artificer Apprentices, Grenville 
Division. RNATE Newcattle-u-Lyme, 1940- 
43: Dennis Nowlan seeks anyone who 
served there, especially Bob Jones from 
Gosport Contact Dennis on 0118 978 1949 
HMS Onslaught: The wartime crew ol 
this destroyer meets every April m 
Aberystwyth Anyone interested should con¬ 
tact G Parker. 18 HiHon Place, Llandaff 
North. Cardiff CF14 2LW. tel 029 2052 9960 
Sam Sharratt seeks ABs Roy Jackson. 
Gillette Ray (Taff) Lovell and Ray Bignell 
Contact Sam al 100. Middlecotes, Tile Hill, 
Coventry CV4 9AZ 

HMS Nubian 1964-66: Anyone who 
served on this commission, in particular ex 
communicators including Graham Court. 
Pete Price and Paul Williams contaci Dave 
Millward on 01622 729692, or e-mail 
davem O ternhiU. tsnet co uk 

HMS St Brides Bay: Harry Anton seeks 
Henry Paddy Qneve - they served together 
in St Brides Bay 1947-50 Contact Harry at 
26. Laburnum Grove. Nuneaton. CV10 9DX. 
let 024 7639 5237 

729 Squad (Deal. Sept 1959); Squad 
members interested in reunion in September 
should contaci Sandy Mnctood. 115 Beau- 
mans Rd. Plymouth PL3 5SD. tel 01752 
706717. or e-maH dodgyophcOaotcouk 
FAA Artificers, May 1951 entry: Bob 
Ellis is organising a reunion to May. and 
seeks Brian Furlong. Tony Good head Dave 
Moss. Doug Wells. Syd Bywater. Phil Stewart 
and G R Parker Contaci Bob at 56. 
Abbeyfiekl Drive, Calisfield. Fareham POI 5 
5PF. tel 01329 511415 

HMS Warrior 1946-58: John Carr has 
made some contact with shipmates who 
served during Korea Vietnam and Op 
Grapple, but seeks Marine Band Sgt Millard 
Jeeps Neil and Darkie Bartlett Reunion tn 
May Contaci John at 91. Westley Rd. Acocks 
Green. Birmingham B27 7UW. tei. 0121 624 
4964. e-mail grapple570hot mail com 

Donald (Percy) Ursell, U (Sp) RNVR: 
Radar Officer 4th Escort Group. HMS Drury 
if anyone has news of him since 1945. con¬ 
tact Roger Collett on 023 9246 6347 or e 
mail oowneOaolcom 

HMS Diamond: A reunion is held every 
year, plus small get-togethers Contact Legs, 
ex-ship's cook, after galley, on 01634 
267084 Ex-GI Fred Beech is also asked lo 
contaci Legs 

HMS Ganges. Benbow Division. 29 

Mess, 1952: Gerard Lrvmgston seeks any¬ 
one who remembers me Instructors were 
Wally CutMtt and POGl Samuels Contact 
Gerard at 313E. Chesterville Rd. East 
Bentletgh. 3165. Victoria. Australia or e mail 
hogeroone net au. or Bill Kelly, who lives at 
Pettriee. Co. Durham, on 0191 518 1865 or 
e-mail: calikellyObtontemet com 

HMS Indomitable: Did you sorvo in 
Indomitable in tho FAA. POs HQ Mess 56. 
below the 4 5 Port Forward gun turrets, a 
near-rrwss target tor the Japanese Han Kan . 
May 1945 Frank Wyles oppo. Bungy 
Williams, wants lo hear from you on a week 
end Contaci Frank al 22. Firtree Ave. 
Normanby. Middlesbrough TS6 OPH, tel 
01642 453685 

Blockship Gooseberry WWII; Would LS 
Nobby Clarke contaci ‘Stinger’ Woods on 
01293 784293 'Remember, we blew them 
upT 


Dunkirk/France 1940: Authoi socks men 
Irom the following ships tor book about 
Dunkirk/France 1940. commissioned by 
Viking/Penguin Destroyers HM ships 
Basilisk, Esk. Express. Gallant, Grafton. 
Grenade. Greyhound. Havant. Intrepid. 
Ivanhoc Jaguar. Keith, Kellet. Snladm. 
Shikari, Venetia, Verity, Vimiera. Vimy. 
Wakeful; Minesweepers: Gossamer. Grade 
Fields. Hebe. Lydd. Pangbourne. Saltash. 
Skipjack. Drifters Comfort. Nautilus. 
Trawlers Catvi. Polly Johnson. Hospital 
ships: Pans, Worthing Tug; SI Abbs. Sloop: 
Bidelord. Armed Boarding Vessel: King 
Orry; Operation Catapult ships: HM ships 


HMS Wakeful. 1955-56 commission. 

Contact Dave Fiander on 01622 202995 re 
possible reunion. 

HMS Goathland: Ex-Yeoman of Signals 
George Boxall seeks ship's company from 
1944 Contact George at 43. The Fairway. 
Dymchurch. Romney Marsh TN29 0QG. lei 
01303 874383 

HMS Walney: Theo Joughm seeks Bill 
Hyde, they met when bringing American cut¬ 
ters across the Atlantic He last saw Bill in 
Chatham Barracks. 1944. Contaci Theo at 
137. Montgomery Rd, Ipswich IP2 8QY 
David Mawdsfey wants to hear from any¬ 
one from BRNC and RNAS Culdrose, 59 
Flight and 58 BOC of 1990-92 He also 
seeks Dave Cole from Hull Uni URNU David 
is now in the Queensland Poke# in Australia, 
and can be contacted al PO Box 725. 
Mackay. Queensland. Australia 4740 or at 
davKimawdsieyObigpond com 

HMS St Vincent: AH Boy Seamen who 
entered the gates of Si Vincent. October 2. 
1951 - this year is the golden anniversary 
and a get-iogeiher is planned on or about 
that date Contact Roger Hardesty (Ex Blake 
158 class) at 26. Chilgcove Rd. Drayton. 
Portsmouth P06 2ER, e-mail 
RVHardesfyOcs.com 

HMS Osprey and HMS Blake: Phil 
(Sharky) Ward seeks PO McKay, last heard 
of at HMS Osprey in 1976, also served at 
RNAS Yeoviiton Mamed to Maggie and had 
two children (Tony and Andrea) Also seeking 
stewards Irom HMS Blake 1973-75. Contact 
Phil at 40. Milnthorpe St. Salford M6 6DT, tel 
01607 374520. e-maH WPtnfwardOaol.com 
AB (a) Rl Woodley aka Stretch served 
1988-1995. first ship HMS Active, also 
served m HM ships Avenger and Amazon, 
and c*d two tours of Nl as woR as other tours 
Hannah Woodley hopes to trace old friends 
that he served with, as it is his 30th birthday 
to August and she hopes to get them togeth 
er as a surprise Contaci Hannah on 01865 
821821. or e-mail hannahOdomino com 
HMS lllustrioua/lnvincible: Seeking LI 
Mark B Davies, navigator with 814 NAS on 
HMS Illustrious m 1988-89 He also served 
on HMS Invincible, possibly during the GuN 
War period Contaci Darcy DeWitt 182. 
Magnolia St. Atlantic Beach. FL 32233. or e- 
mail fordand930Oaol com 

HMS Bulwark: Carl Pickering seeks 
Peter (Daisy) May, who served with Carl and 
Peter (Barney) Barnard during me late 1970s 
in HMS Bulwark He may live in the Kent 
area Contact Carl at 10. Beacon Ave. 
Thurmaston. Leicester LE4 8DY. lei 0116 
2127361. or e-marf pkxJpatchOntlworkJ com 
HMS Mauritius: Sue Burley’s father. 
George Stovetl. served m HMS Mauritius to 
1948. and she seeks into on the ship's lour of 
duty in Malta and what "Cock of the Med* 
was George would also love to hear Irom 
shipmates Alan Randet and David Cowley, 
and seeks a photo of the Mauritius returning 
from Malta to Plymouth Contact Sue at lOi. 
Ragdale Rd. Butwetl. Nottingham NG6 8GP. 
or e-mail. chns-sue burteyOnttworid com 
HMS Broadsword: Andrew Gades seeks 
Steve Defo. a LS(R) from 1987. on behalf of 
a friend Last heard of heading tor Germany 
Contaci Andrew at 23. Emma St. Consett. 
Co Durham, e-mail agaifesGlineone net 
HMS Narbrough and Gazelle. Peter 
Smedtey seeks AB Roy Hancock, whom he 
served with in HMS Narbrough and HMS 
Gazette, minesweeper 1943-46 Roy was 
possibly from Swindon Conlact Peter at 15. 
Deans Hill. The Danes. Chepstow. 
Monmouth, let 01291 628915. or e-mail. 
Josmedtcy O btinternet com 


Valiant. Resolution. Nelson. Arethusa. 
Enterprise. Delhi Merchantman: Macaltster. 
Transjjort/personnel ships* Ben-My-Cbreo 
(Isle ol Man packet). Brighton Queen. 
Canterbury. Crested Eagle. Feneila. Lonna 
Mabries. SS Manxman. Mona's Isle. Mona's 
Queen. Ngaroma (packet). Nor mama. 
Prague (railway steamer), St Holier (terry). Si 
Seirtoi. Scotia. Tynwald (Isle of Man packet) 
Contaci Hugh Sebag-Moniefiore. 020 7267 
5522 or 020 7284 0016. or write to 21. 

Rochester Terrace. London NW1 9JN The 
autfior ts also interested in other hcroc/dra- 
mafic actions during Operations Dynamo. 
Ariel and Cataputt 










































Great Gift 

Ideas from 


GREAT GIFTS 
...UNDER £40 


MINI QUADRO DECANTER 
AND 2 TOTS 
UK PRICE £32.99 M§ 


CLAUDIA BRANDY (PAIR) 
UK Price £30.99 


GREAT GIFTS 
...UNDER £30 


SILVER T1ESLIDE 
Only £27.99 UK price 


BUY 

THE TIESLIDE, 
BROOCH 
& CUFFLINKS 
> TOGETHER 
FOR ONLY 
£85.00!! 


STERLING SILVER 
BROOCH 
UK Price £32.99 


STRAUSS WHISKEY (PAIR) 
UK PRICE £38.95 


MONOCULAR TELESCOPE 
Aluminium, 8x magnification, 
focusable eyepiece, small nylon 
carrying case. 

UK PRICE £31.99 


BLAZER BUTTONS 
Navy, detail in gold 
UK PRICE £25.95 


SILVER CUFFLINKS 
Only £27.99 UK price 


NAVAL TIES 
UK Price £12.25 
or £13.25 Clip On Style 


GREAT GIFTS 
...UNDER £20 


1/2 PINT TORRO TANKARD 
UK Price £26.36 


NAVY BLUE SWEA TSHIRT 
UK Price £19.95 


FLAT-TOPPED STOPPER 
UK Price £10.79 


ROYAL NAVY ANCHOR 
CLOCK PAPERWEIGHT 
Swiss quartz movement 
UK Price £21.99 


LADIES SCARE 
UK Price £21.99 


GREAT GIFTS 
...UNDER £10 


MINI RAZOR KIT 
UK Price £7.99 


NAVY BLUET-SHIRT 
UK ISice £12.99 


7oz SPIRIT FLASK 
UK Price £17.99 


CHAMPAGNE STOPPER 
UK Price £10.69 


THE NAVY IN THE NEWS & 
MORE NAVY IN THE NEWS 
By Jim A lla way — Editor of Navy 


SUEDE PEAK BASEBALL CAP 
UK Price £9.50 




News. 

UK ISice £7.99 


BIACK BASEBALL CAP 
UK Price £4.75 


GANGPIANK CLUB BAG 
UK Price £0.50 


% 

\ 

Navy\ 
News \ 

BROCHURE 
REQUEST FORM 

NAME 


HMS BRONNINGTON 
UK Price £5.95 


WULM/CAIl nu 


SIMON 

OF THE AMETHYST MUG 
UK Price £8.99 


GREAT GIFTS... 
...UNDER £5 


ADDRESS 


GANGPIANK 
RIPPER WALLET 
UK Price £4.50 


NOSTAia/C POSTERS 
UK Price £1.50 or £4.50 Set 


POSTCARD PRESEN7A TION 
UK Price £4.50 


Post Code 


Brochure □ Ship of the Month List □ 
l_Please tick which you would like us to send to you. 


v . . oavyne*' • WtSW 

. 

ZZ..'\ To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 

. N \ qJ) Or write to -The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

'•jL Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/lntemational Money Order 


in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/Switeh t UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please note: items shown not actual size ~ Please allow 28 days for delivery 
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Our Personal Loans are so good 
everyone will want one. But 
a warning to any desperate 
ballerinas, these loans are only 
available to those in the Navy. 

NAAFI Financial specialise in 
great loans for the Navy, which 
means you can have whatever 
you want whenever you want 
it. How about a new car, home 
improvements, or a holiday of 
a lifetime? 


And remember: 

• We'll give you a decision on 
your loan within the hour. 

* Plus, our specially tailored 
Credit Protection Insurance 
means you’re covered in case 
of an accident or serious illness. 

Call today and take 
advantage of an exclusive 
NAAFI Financial Personal Loan. 


Loans from 9.9% APR* 


Typical example: 14.9% APR for £5,000 
over 3 years, including Credit Protection 
Insurance. 36 monthly payments of £194.51. 
Total amount payable £7,002.36. 


TNAAFI 

.financial. 



00800 21 22 23 24 

FREE from the UK and Germany 


+44 1959 56 89 69 

From the rest of the world 


Or call into your local branch 


Loans available to those aged 21 and over with good credit records. Interest rate will be determined by amount of loan and your personal circumstances. Repayments must be made by Direct Debit Minimum loan period 2 years 
*9.9% APR available on loans of Cl5.000 and above only, subject to age and income Written quotations available on request. Loans provided by Warrior Group Ltd. Weald House. 88 Mam Road. Sundridge. Kent TN14 6HN. 
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Busting the jargon 
for debt solution 


O ne of the most 
distressing 
aspects of being 
in debt is feeling that you 
are out of control 
This sense of helplessness 
can he increased hy the jargon 
used in the financial industiy - 
if you don't understand what 
your creditors are saying to 
you, how can you hope to nego¬ 
tiate with them to reach an 
amicable agreement? 

Use this jargon buster to help 
you better understand your finan¬ 
cial position: 

Administration Order Where 
debtors have at least one County 
Court judgment against them and 
their total debts do not exceed 
£5,000, this allows the conn to 
administer payments to all credi¬ 
tors* One payment is made to the 
court which splits it equitably 
between all creditors. As tong as an 
order is in force creditors cannot 
take further enforcement action 
and interest is stopped. 

Attachment of Earnings 
Order Where there has been a 
default on a County Court judg¬ 
ment the creditor can apply to the 
court to have the money deducted 
from a debtor's wages. Deductions 
are made at a rate determined by 
the court as reasonable. In the case 
of Council Tax. such an order is 
dealt with hy Magistrates Court 


under a different system. 

Bailiffs cannot use force to gain 
entry, hut they can enter through 
an unlocked door or window. 
Once inside they can force open 
other doors and having gained 
entry can return, using force if nec¬ 
essary. bailiffs acting for the 
Inspector of Taxes can force entry, 
although this is rare. 

Bankruptcy. This writes off all 
debts with a few exceptions. A 
debtor or creditor can petition for 
bankruptcy, the debt usually being 
discharged after two to three year*. 
If there is any equity in the bank¬ 
rupt's home or other property it 
will usually he sold to repay debts 

County Court Claim, A formal 
document sent to the debtor when 
a creditor has begun legal proceed¬ 
ings. It must be dealt with within 14 
days or else judgment is registered 
hy dcfaull and an order made to 
pay the whole amount at once. 

County Court Judgment. 
Following a County Court Claim, if 
the figure is not disputed or the 
ease unsuccessfully defended, judg¬ 
ment wiJI require the entire debt to 
he paid by instalment or immedi¬ 
ately. A judgment can be set aside, 
varied or suspended on applica¬ 
tion. 


Credit Reference Agency, A 

private company that keeps com¬ 
puter records about the use of 
credit by individuals. Often, when 
someone applies for credit, the 
credit company will cheek a per¬ 
son's record with the agency be I ore 
making a decision. 

Credit Repair. A number of 
organisations have claimed that for 
a fee they can remove County 
Court judgments, normally by 
helping people to apply to the 
court on (usually) false grounds. A 
number of these companies have 
been prosecuted. 

Deduction from Earnings. An 
order made by the Child Support 
Agency for maintenance, anti for 
which no court order is necessary. 

Default Notice. Must be issued 
by creditors before they can start 
legal action. It asks for payment in 
seven days, or else the creditor can 
take court action. 

Individual Voluntary Arr¬ 
angement. An alternative to 
bankruptcy, it is a formal propositi 
on behalf of the debtor by a regis¬ 
tered insolvency practitioner, to 
pay creditors part or all of a debl 
over a set time. 

Joint and Several Liability, if 
more than one person enters into a 


credit agreement, both can be pur¬ 
sued for the full amount. It applies 
to rent arrears on joint tenancies 
and arrears on joint mortgages. 
Council Tax and water rates on 
properties that have been jointly 
ix'cupied. 

Liability Order for which local 
authorities can applv to the 
Magistrates Court In the case of 
non-payment of Council Tax. This 
will add about £40 to what you owe 
and will give councils extra powers 
to enforce collection. 

Non-priority Creditors. Non¬ 
payment to these would incur less 
severe consequences than in the 
case of Priority Creditors 

Priority Creditors to whom 
non-payment could result in loss of 
property, essential services or 
imprisonment - eg in the case of 
mortgage, rent, gas, water, elect ric- 
ily. Council Tax. court fines and 
maintenance. 

Secured Loan. This is where 
security, usually property, is given 
hy the debtor and which takes pri¬ 
ority over an unsecured loan. 

Statutory Demand, A legal 
doeumeni requiring the debtor to 
pay or secure the debt against 
property or else face bankruptcy. 

Time Order allows a County 
Court to change the terms of a reg¬ 
ulated agreement if il appears just. 
The court can reduce the repay¬ 
ment rale and the interest, normally 
in the case of temporary financial 
difficulty. 


• THIS feature was provided by FCL. a company that has links 
with the Armed Forces and specialises in helping people to 
find solutions to their debt problems (freephone on 0000 
716239). 


DEBT PROBLEMS 
DEBT SOLUTIONS 



WELLBEING SERVICES. TEL 01329 515532 
FREE DEBT ADVICE TO THE ROYAL NAVY 


Web siie address: www.wellbeingservices.co.uk 


FORCES, 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 
CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE AND 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

You may be entitled to 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES ITD * MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER DNS 4SZ 



The COOPERATIVE BANK 


Our lowest loan 
rate ever 

■ an instant decision 

■ any amount from £1,000 to £15,000 

■ funds transferred directly to your bank account 

■ no arrangement fees or security 

■ Repayment Protection Insurance is available with free travel insurance* 

Apply now 

It’s easy, quick and FREE so just call 

0800 591 682 

quoting reference no *791/503/99921 ’ 



Tftrv replaces my pevnu* advertisement tior Direct Pifrwsi Leon* item The Co-operatrve Bank p i c Written qutfalRTO are Mrtatsic on request 

'KiIiIhr are tubrrcl to stilus and not avadab** to non UK anyone under 71 or ever 70 ft** oi The Operative Bank p u. tvwwi u* hum 

la decline any kwn application Out may. m certain circusances and al its dscietmo, offer a toon at an oiEcrnafLiw* rale to Ukm* artwrlivrt Rnles corn'd 
45 *t 79*03^001 *Ftw travel insurance Ante lows of £5.000 or more unm Repayment 1 Protect aw insurance. Typical APR n tht APR at wfticti ifie majority nl loan* 
by numtw, ariUntf (ram thr* imhastH. m to be fn«Je 

Registered Office The Cooperative Bank p.kt, 1 BaUocn Street. Manchester MU) 41 f (.ngland 
flc-gitf e-red Nimtor 990937 WrHmle wnw.CQ iwlunA.co.tA 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 




New Zealand's Navy serves one of the most beautiful countries in the world. Spectacular scenery, 
unspoiled natural riches and a quality of life that is internationally renowned has made New Zealand 
a wonderful home for dozens of ex-Royal Navy personnel. 

Right now we are looking for Lieutenant and Lieutenant Commanders who are 
WE and PWO qualified. We are also looking for Leading Hands and Petty Officers who have maintained 
Radar. Sonar, Gunnery and Control & Combat Systems. 

for further infornidtion and and application form please send iftwif curriculum vitae to: 

HEAD NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF, 

NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, HAYMARKET, LONDON SW1Y 4TQ it's your future. Launch it. 


FLS Aerospace Limited 


The prospect of pining FLS Aerospace is an exciting one, Already a 
leading independent provider of futl support maintenance services 
to the airline industry, FLS aim to be a world leader 

Operating from London Gatwick, London Stansted, London Luton 
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the following; 


H 


LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 
WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
MECHANICAL/ AVION 1C WORKSHOP MECHANICS | 


OPPORTUNITIES 
ON MEGA-YACHTS 

Fred Duvusten sJ- International Yacht 
Crew Agency currently has openings 
for Marine Electrical and Electronics 
engineers aboard Private and Charter 
Yachts world-wide. 

We arc also seeking to recruit MCA 
recognised Marine engineers of eft classes 
If you think yoti would be interested in 
working in this sector, please forward 
CV and references Also, don't hesitate 
to call our oHice wnb any enquiry. 

Tel: +34 971 677 375 
Fax; +34 971 677 785 
e-mail: fred@dova5ton.com 
c/Miguel de Cervantes 23, 

Nr Puerto Portals, 07181 Costa 
d'en Blancs, Mallorca, Spain 


I lYansocean 
r SedcoForex 

Treating people as they NEED in he treated 


Our mission is “to be the premier 
offshore drilling company providing 
rig-based services through 
motivated people, quality equipment 
and innovative technology, with a 
particular focus on technically 
demanding environments' 1 . 


OPPORTUNITIES 

OFFSHORE 

Opportunities are currently available on both jack-up and 
semi-submersibles in the North Sea Region. We are 
currently seeking to employ the following personnel: 

ELECTRONIC TECHNICIANS 

ELECTRICIANS 

MECHANICS 

CONTROL ROOM OPERATORS 

HYDRAUUC TECHNICIANS (SURSEA ENGINEERS) 

For flexible, committed individuals who meet our exacting 
standards, we offer exceptional job satisfaction, career 
progression and excellent remuneration packages. 

To apply for any of the above positions, please submit a full resume to 
Arlene Watt or send resume by email awatt@deepwater.com 

Transocean Sedco Forex (Personnel Department), Crawpeel Road, 
Altens. Aberdeen. A012 3LG. Fax 01224 427112 


MECHANICAL Engine Shop / Hydraulic Shop / Sheet Metal 
AVIONIC: Instrument Shop ( Radio Shop / Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Experience in Aerospace 
advantageous, but appropriate training will be provided where necessary. 


This is an outstanding opportunity to pin a growing organ i sat ion that offers 
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary, 
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement. 


Please apply In writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker, 

Senior Personnel Officer, FLS Aerospace Limited, Long Border Road. 
London - Stansted Airport, Essex CM2 A IRE 


For Company information see our website at- 
www.FLSAemp5ace.com 


FIS 

E-mail: guyw@flsaerospace com Fax No: 01279 680085 

L 
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WE Officers 


Leaving the RIM this year? 

Systems engineering consultancy based in South Cotswolds 
is seeking systems engineers to lead extremely interesting 
assignments for high profile customers in areas such as: 
MFRs, counter radar stealth, weapons systems, 
reconnaissance systems and civil space systems. 


Highly informal working environment 
in a beautiful location with significant 
technical and business challenges. 

Phone Nigel Vaughan on 
01453 844660 to find out more 


SELT 


A 

SYSTEMS 


www.sula.co.uk 


Do You 
Want More 

0 Fi nancia I 
Fre 


0?, 
0?, 
0 Frl 


eedom 

me 

reedom 

ealth 

reedom 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop Slock bridge, Hampshire SO20 8DV 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 
Immediate vacancies exist for 

HELICOPTER FITTERS 

£15,000 - £18,100 pa 

to work in and 2"<* line maintenance at the 
School of Army avialion, Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitmerns and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 
years, 8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, accident 
and life assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 
Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: NN 


To advertise on our Recruitment pages 
Tel: 023 927 25062 or 023 927 2422G 


Thinking of 
leaving the full¬ 
time Navy...? 



...why not be 
paid for your 
spare time? 



ROYAL 

NAVAL 

RESERVE 


0645 607 5555 

(24 hours) 

023 9272 7*79 
(working hours) 
www.m) obs. co.uk 
(under *RN Profile') 

Recruits art normally 
Smith *r Commonwealth 
lutyKt* aged beo*e«ri 16 
and 4C (45 ter m-RN), 
nude or ferrate and 
pfryika% At 

o 

iNVLSTOK JM PEOPLE 


eer 

eedom 

We're looking for leaders 

01752 769090/771059 

www.telosuk.com 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New !.eaf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

no [lax 4*0, DONCASTER DN49XL 
www.newlcnfeducali 0 fllxo.uk 


Work from Home! 


L500-ELMX) Month/PAlmc 
£I.5(XM5*00U+ Full Time 
www.hhitl.nci/7690 
Intern utionul home-based 
Business 

Kull training & support 


TROPHY & EN6RAVING 
BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Established 20 yrs 
Main Road Position 
Lease Until Feb 2005 
Business Web Site 
Full Training Available 
Equipment Included 


OFFERS OVER £39,500 
Plus Stock at Valuation 
Telephone 01436 678822 


JOBSEARCHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.jobsearchers.co.uk 


WORK FROM HOME 
Business Opportunity 

£500-£1500 P/Time 
£1500 - £5000+F/Time 

Call: (44)01304 239406 
or www.big4u.org 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 

ADVERTISING ON 
oU:r Website? 


Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find out more contact the 

Navy News Advertising Department on 



www.novynews.co.uk 
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Navy gets its image 
across at the NEC 



THE ROYAL Navy's Impressive photographic stand at this year s 
Focus on Imaging' exhibition at Birmingham NEC proved a major 
draw for both professional photographers and the public. And in 
the picture herself, for once, is LW(PHQT) Angie Pearce of the 
Surface Flotilla Photographic Unit which provided the stand. The 
display, which would normally cost over £7,000, was given free to 
the Navy. 


Waterfront 

Drafty gets 
customer 
No. 1,000 

AS NEW ‘waterfront 1 career advice offices open 
around the country, Portsmouth's has welcomed its 
1,000th customer. 

The offices, officially known as 
Drafting and Career Management 
Liaison Offices (DCMLOs), offer u 
drop*m facility for ratings who want 
to talk about their careers, or look 
in in drafting options. 

The offices arc linked to the 
Naval Manpower Management 
Inform ation System, allowing cus¬ 
tomers lo see there and then what 
prospects are open to them. 

LS Dim chic Holland of HMS 
Southampton, was the man who 
look the Portsmouth office through 
the four-figure mark, and was 
pleased wrlh the service provided. 

"I am due lo leave the ship in 
July, and I wanted to see what there 
was in ihe wav oI shore drafts or sea 
drafts,” he said. 

“Thev were able to give rue the 
three ships available, so I have now 
put in my draft preferences. Any of 
them would he ideal lor me.” 

Now that Dutchie has 
details of which ships need 
his skills at the appropriate 
time, he is able to be specific 
on his draff form, making the 
job of Drafty that much easier. 

“It was simple - I just made an 
appointment here, went in and gave 
my details, and they hauled up a 
preference eard which is on there. 

' They then hauled up all ihe pos¬ 
sibilities on screen, and the whole 
thing look about 20 minutes, 

"it's definitely a belter system - 
whoever thought it up should have 
done so years ago. It makes life a 
lot easier.” 

Local offices also make it easier 
for sailors to ensure their drafting 
preference torm is up (o date, as 
events such as a marriage, new tam¬ 
ity, promoi ion or house move will 
have a bearing on preferred 
opt ions. 

The latest offices io open arc 
those at RN air stations Yeovil ton 
and Culdrose. 


RN hosts 
diversity 
seminar 

THE ROYAL Navy hosted 
a high-level seminar on 
equal opportunities as 
part of the Service's 
commitment to diversity. 
The event, at HMS 
Collingwood, was designed 
to help demonstrate 
Second Sea Lord Vice 
Admiral Peter Spencer's 
aim to cement commitment 
at all levels of the Naval 
Service. 

Entitled the Joint Naval 
Service and Civilian Equal 
Opportunities Seminar, it 
featured a keynote speech 
by Defence Procurement 
Minister Baroness 

Symons. 

Delegates discussed a 
wide range of subjects, 
covering ethnic, racial, 
gender and religious 
issues as well as disability, 
and among the bodies rep¬ 
resented were the Equal 
Opportunities Commission. 
Sainsbury's, the Commi¬ 
ssion for Racial Equality, 
the Metropolitan Police, 
HSBC and the Disability 
Rights Commission. 

Admiral Spencer and his 
department are constantly 
seeking new Initiatives to 
enhance the Naval 
Service's equal opportuni¬ 
ties policy, which is expected 
to enhance recruitment and 
retention. 



Motoring 


yjlih 









money on commuting 
cut traffic queues? 


Carshare 


Hampshire’s car-sharing internet database 
www.carsharecommute.com 


With the recent re-alignment 
in U.K, car prices - 
special discounts, enhanced 
specifications, extended 
warranty, free insurance on 
many models - Natocars have 
never been able to offer such 
excellent value. 

With Special Military Prices 
on over 1500 new cars, 
TAX FREE for export or 
TAX PAID for UK use 

* Best rote part exchange 

* Low role finance 

* Discount insurance 

it's an extremely good time 
to drive away a bargain 


• Praforontifll rates and exclusive schemes fur H,M. Forces 

• 1 mmidi ate cover and monihty payment schemas 

• Open 365 days a year. 

• Bam-tOpm weekdays, Sum-0pm weekends 


runTxii 


(.chi worocors 0 1278 455555 NOW.' 

^ ® © © © >»«> 


'KNATOCARS 

bwr fWtir VW ffcror A MM' 

^ Wykn Row * * 5om*ri*t TA6 40H 

ST Id 01778 455555 * fax 01778 4503V6 

www (‘Mfrxan.to ul * E*nom toktaOngtocof t couk 






Vi** 


The much strengthened body 
has proved its worth in crash tests 
and there are not just dual airbags 
in the front, hut side airbags front 
and rear and curtain head protec¬ 
tion bags along the sides. 

Main service intervals are only 
every Ui.fKHJ miles or two years, 
and the hodywnrk has a 12-year 
warranty against rust-through. 

The model tested was the 
Expression, the second lowest of 
five specification levels, hut even 
this has a trip computer, air condi¬ 
tioning with separate controls for 
front seat occupants, all electric 
windows and door mirrors, 60W hi- 
fi with CD, puddle lights in the 
doors, and alloy wheels. 


• The Renault Laguna It - everything 's so easy. 


ear so that each automatically 
resets such items as seals and mir¬ 
rors where the specification pro¬ 
vides, 

fiul that's not the end of the 
clever stuff on this car with 14 com¬ 
puters, multiplex wiring to cut the 
numbei of wires by HU per cent, 
and shields for locks and main 
computer 

The key card can lie interrogated 
by a computer so that a fleet man¬ 
ager cm check such details as 
mileage, oil and fuel levels, emis¬ 
sions, when the next service is due. 
and lyre pressures. 

The brakes do not only have an 
ami-lock system and electronic 
brake force distribution. Hut also 
emergency brake-assist that allows 
all the braking power to be 
deployed so quickly that the hazard 
warning fights come on as well. 

There is also traction control, 
and the option of an electronic sta¬ 


bility programme (ESP) which 
helps the driver retain control if an 
emergency manoeuvre results in 
sudden kiss of grip. 


Motor Insurance? 


r NAAFI > 

financial > 


on: 00800 76 76 77 77 (free from the 
UK & Germany) Or drop into your local 
NAAFI Financial Centre 


Trade? ~ - 1“' 

Why not advertise to a truly 

NATIONAL READERSHIP 


with ...Navy Newsi 
Contact The Advertising Department 

on 023 92 725062 NOW! 


R ENAULT'S new 
Laguna II is a lot of 
motor car: sleek, 
roomier, packed with 
technology and yet sim¬ 
ple to drive - so easy, it 
doesn't even have a key. 

Not a conventional metal-in- 
holc locking device, anyway, 
for either doors or ignition. 

Instead the key to Renault’s 
enhanced security is a fiat, business 
card-sized unit as thin as a liny cal¬ 
culator. with Hush hulions for 
unlocking and locking remotely, 
which slides into a slot in the dash¬ 
board. 

Onee interrogated by the car's 
system, the curd with rolling code 
releases Ihe steering column lock 
and allows the driver lo Mart Ihe 
engine using a button on the dash. 

You can have separate cards if 
more than one person drives the 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Renault Laguna 

Expression 1,6 hatchback. 

PRICE: £14,§05. 

ENGINE: 1.6-ltlre P 16-valve. petrol 
injection producing UObhp. 
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 

manual change 

PERFORMANCE: Q-SOmph in 
11 Ssecs. Top speed 121 mph 
FUEL ECONOMY: 39.2mpg com¬ 
bined cycle. 


Smart key to Renault^ new star 
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■ IllHHltl 

Boarders 
visit HMS 
Portland 

BOARDING school chil¬ 
dren from 'Litchfield 
learned a lot about the 
Navy during a visit to the 
Fleet’s newest frigate. 

The youngsters from West 
Hill Park spent an enjoyable 
day on hoard 11 MS Portland 
at the invitation of her 
Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Jonathan 11 and ley, who has a 
daughter, Ginny, in year 
eight. 

The visitors were particu¬ 
larly interested in where the 
guns and missiles were kept 
and were fascinated by how 
.small (and tidy) the rooms 
were, and they were all 
inspired about the possibility 
of joining the Navy one day. 

London’s 

maritime 

history 

A M AJOR new gallery at the 
National Maritime Museum 
shows the huge impact of 
London's emergence as a 
major port. 

'Maritime London' opens 
at Greenwich on April 4. with 
five sections entitled 
Shipping Shipbuilding, 
Bridges & Buildings, 
Commerce & Cargoes. Pbmp 
Jfc Pageantry and London 
Life, For more details call 
0208 H58 4422 or visit the 
website www.nmm.ae.uk 


Sea change for 


support units 
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• DANGER: The Mine Room at 'Explosion!’ which shows how 
deadly early and modern mines can be . 


AN EXPLOSIVE new attraction dedicated 
to the history of naval firepower has 
opened at Gosport, 

The museum called 'Explosion!' uses interac¬ 
tive technology to show how munitions have 
progressed from gunpowder to the Exocet mis¬ 
sile. 

The £3-5 million visitor attraction is housed in 
the 19th-century buildings at Priddy's Hard, 
Gosport, where the Royal Navy's former arma¬ 
ment depot used to be. 

Funded by the Millennium Commission as 
part of the Renaissance of Portsmouth Harbour 
Millennium Scheme, the exhibits include the 
whole range of weapons from early muskets to 
modern-day missile systems. 


Explosion! shows how Naval gunfire has 
evolved from the Battle of Trafalgar to the Gulf 
War and it includes a Big Gun Gallery which fea¬ 
tures the only 15-inch breech in the United 
Kingdom. 

The opening weekend which took place as 
Navy News went to press, featured events based 
around a World War II theme, with characters in 
period costume, demonstrations and special 
treats for hard working mums on Mothering 
Sunday. 

The fascinating social history of Priddy's Hard 
is also explored, including the vital role played 
by thousands of female munitions workers dur¬ 
ing the two World Wars. For bookings and infor¬ 
mation, call 023 9258 6341. 


• FORWARD SUPPORT: Members of FSU 1 working on a remote 
controlled mine detection vehicle on the snowy shore of Loch 
Ewe during the latest Joint Maritime Course in Scotland. 

Petard painting is 
under the hammer 

NAVY NHWS has joined forces with I he Tam worth Herald and 
Cambridge Stamp Centre to offer readers a chance to bid for a 
striking, original painting depicting a dramatic naval action from 
World War 11. 

The painting of HMS Petard sinking Japanese submarine L27 in 1944 
was commissioned lor a commemorative postal cover by Cam bridge 
Stamp Centre in conjunction with HMS Petard Association. 

Hie picture, by Michael ftoffc, 
has a reserve price of £fi50, with 
t that it makes over 


any amount 
£500 going towards the appeal 
fund for a permanent memorial to 
three men serving in IIMS Petard 
when they retrieved vital Rnigma 
codes from a stricken German 
submarine, 

TVq of the men. AB Colin 
Grazier (from Tamworth) and Lt 
Tony Fasson died in the operation, 
while the third Naufi canteen 
assistant Tommy Brown - died 
Utter in the war. 

Tamworth Herald launched its 
campaign to raise the profile of 
the unsung heroes two years ago 
and has been backed by Navy 
News. A previous painting by 
Michael Roffc. showing Petard 
and the capture of the codes, 
recently sold for £2.1 KK). 

The painting now on offer 
shows Petard's successful attack 


on 1-27 when the submarine had 
been forced to surface after sink¬ 
ing the troopship Khedive Ismael 
with the loss of most of the 1.200 
souls on board. 

All bids lor the original should 
be made in writing to Keith Astell. 
Sales Manager. The Cambridge 
Stamp Centre Ltd, 9Sussex Street. 
Cambridge, CBI l PA. The highest 
bid lodged by next May 1H will 
obtain ine painting. 

■ To tie in with the Royal Mail’s 
issue of four stamps to commemo¬ 
rate the centenary of the RN 
Submarine Service, Cambridge 
Stamp Centre is also producing a 
specially designed cover hearing 
the signatures of World War 11 
submariners including Lt Cdr 
lan Fraser VC 

A portion of the proceeds will 
go to the Barrow-in-Furness 
branch of the Submariners 
Association. See also P30. 


will receive 6 FREE 
picture cards to 
kickstart an exciting 
and interesting 
collection of ships 
of the Royal Navy 


To receive a postcard size picture of 
her and of the next eleven featured 
ships, simply phone 023 9282 6040 or 
send your cheque/PO to the address 
below. Each month you will receive 
a glossy photograph helping you 
to build a comprehensive and 
interesting collection. 

Orders To: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, P01 3HH 


Cheques payable to 
Navy News, 
payment by Credit 
Card/Switch, 

UK & Abroad, please use 
i he coupon on page 4 


Picture Postcards from 1956 to present date 

There are over 500 black and white glossy postcards available on 
request at a cost of 65p each (min order £L95). To receive a free list 
simply write to the Promotions Department or phone 023 9282 6040 or 
fill in the coupon on page 4 


Or buy online at www.navynews.oo.uk 


Royal performance 


MILITARY music lovers packed out the Royal Albert Hall 
at the 2001 Mountbatten Festival of Music. 


P OLICY changes introduced by the Strategic Defence Review have led to the 
routine deployment of Royal Navy minehunters in operations and 
exercises far beyond the shores of Britain, 

One of the knock-on effects of this is that the sartors who provide their forward support have had 
to spend op to 150 days a year at sea in jnhs which count as shore service! 


Lt Perkins said: “We've 
always said that this is a 
great job, trucking around 
the world and working in 
out of the way places, but 
doing it between ships is 
less fun. 

“It couldn’t really be called 
shore service because they’re at 
five days notice Eo move and can 
spend up to six months at sea, but 
it wasn ( quite full scu service 
either. 

“So by moving Ihc sea time to 
two FSUs in Portsmouth and leav¬ 
ing the FSU in Faskinc as shore 
lime, we have upped the tempo a 
little but the work remains chal¬ 
lenging. interesting and varied. 

"When our people knew this 
was going to happen they all want¬ 
ed to slay What that indicates is 
that this is a great job which used 
to have poor conditions of service. 
Now it's a great job which has the 
correct conditions of service.'* 


ip rung Offer 

MEW SoAsmbeirs to- 


Over the last two years, mine- 
bun ling exercises and operations 
in the Gulf, the Mediterranean, 
the Adriatic and the Buhic have 
caused a 50 per cent increase in 
their time at sea, putting consider¬ 
able strain on their family life at a 
time when they are supposed to be 
ashore. 

What makes matters worse is 
the fact that all necessary training 
has had to be earned out on the 
job as pre-joining training is per¬ 
mitted before sea drafts only, fur¬ 


ther reducing the availability of 
personnel in learns which arc 
already stretched. 

The situation, which is clearly 
unjust, is to change from April 1 
when two of the Navy’s three 
Forward Support Units are re¬ 
classified as Sea Service. 

From that dale. Portsmouth- 
bused FSU E and FSU 2 will con¬ 
vert to sea service and take on the 
vast majority of sea jobs while 
FSU 3 at Faslane will remain 
primarily in the UK. 


Although the solution sounds 
simple, Ine funding required a 
dramatic reduction in the num¬ 
bers in FSU I & 2 and a transfer of 
21 billets to other areas (previous¬ 
ly j denlified us being open to any 
specialisation) to maintain the 
sea/shore ratio. 

Those who are left in FSU I 
and 2 can expect to spend even 
more lime at sea and will have to 
make do with fewer hodies to get 
the job done, hut every one of ihc 
men affected have volunteered to 
remain in their current jobs. 

Forward Support Unit Officer 
Lt Ross Perkins was responsible 
for thrashing out I he details of the 
transition with the support of 
Director Fleet Maintenance, Capi 
John Wills, Engineering Manager 
Lt Cdr Graham Baker and staff 
from every desk at Naval Drafting, 


The Royal Martnes musicians were conducted by Principal 
D i rec to r of M u s i o, Lt Col Richard Walerer (below). 
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Accommodation 



SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements In writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room, Enclose a S.A.E. tor your receipt, 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area, 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 


ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square, Devonport. Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Province Of Natal Hotel 

5 # CrccnhiU, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SK 


The Hotel was a gift ,liter World War 2 
Its purpose is to provide holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and iheir reservisls, families and close relatives, 

*50 yards from beach, safe swimming and fine sands 
•Half a mile from the shops and station. 

•All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
'Lift to all floors ^Residents bar 'Children and pets welcome 
'Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
'We cater for small ships re-unions 


Group booking discounts available 
For more information Teh 01105 784108 or fax: 01105 770575 

Refctewd Ourhy No JZM46 



AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* Lockysr Si, PU SOD * 
Telephone: (01753) 227311 
Elegant Victorian Building wrth 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor, 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV, Radio. Tea/Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms, Most er\ suite. 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
D iscounl, All Credit C ards 
accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact 

Lt. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Retd) 

'A Personal Series Comfortable Hotel~ 


P ortsmouth 

LADY XI 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, i 
1 00 yards from main gate, | 
HM5 Victory/Mary Rose/ | 
i HMS Warrior^ 

Museums all on doorstep, 

22 rooms most en-soite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour TV, 

Tea*Coffee facilities, free house 

V Tel: 023 9287 0505 J 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self -Catering llallets. near sea and shops Fully equipped. Colour TV. fridge, 
cooker linen, etc Ideal tor a visit by family or Qirl Irtend 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 


Charge ( WEEKLY JULY 8 AUGUST. £80 

per 1 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER .£70 

peison | OTHER MONTHS . £50 

l Nightly (Out of Season) ..................... £10 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 

Gueus, who Anticipate 1 late arrival should inform ttv irumaperrwni belore 2pm 
Chiton 13 years or under HALF PFUCE if stoepng n Die same room as adults 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER 

MR CURTIS. 70 FESTING GROVE. SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH. HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023-9273 3581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1323. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre* ferry ports etc* Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities* colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £18 per person per night 

Telephone (023) 9282 3522 


ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 


NOTICE...MICE...MICE 


The 137th Annual General Meeting of the Royal Sailors' 
Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth, will be held in the 
ballroom of the club on Tuesday 24th April 2001 at 10.30. 
Commanding officers are requested to allow committee 
representatives to attend. ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 


Ex RN REPRESENTATIVE 
Mr M Baker is willing to continue in office, However ; 
applications are invited from all ex-RN/RM members to 
serve on the Advisory Committee as the ex-Serving 
representative. Nominations with proposer and seconder, 
plus pen picture, to be forwarded to the Administration 
Manager at the Club before 13th April 2001. 



To reach a huge audience.Advertise here! 

Ring Debbie Stirman on 023 9272 5062 




( tKing Chonks tDotel 1 



Medway Heritage Break 

2 night weekend break in the heart of Maritime Kent 

‘A' World Naval Base - Including I IMS Cavalier ’A' Fort Amhurst - An amazing Napolhnic Fortress 
Ar Royal Engineers Museum - One of the best military museums in England 

A' Rochester Castle, Cathedral & Charles Dickens Centre 

2 nights Bed & Breakfast at the King Charles Hotel, Gillingham with Dinner on 



OUR 


Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find out more con tact the Navy News 


02392 724226 


| www.novynews.co.uk | 


GLADYS* 


INN 


The Pl<* ce to sf “ V 


Rosyth 


..ILin'i 1 


Tel: U1383 419977 
Fax: U1383 411728 


LAKESIDE APARTMENTS 'l 

5 Helena Road, Southsea 
Tel: 023 9282 0690 
“Closer to home than a hotel” 

Under new ownership these superior, self contained apartments arc fully 
, equipped with all the amenities expected to make pour slay comfortable. 
Situated iti quid urea dose lu seafront* pier. shopping factlitics and all 
major transport hicililies. 

Offering excellent weekly rates and favourable discount* for extended 

winter stays, > 



TORQUAY 
Glenross Hotel 

Junci It Andrew uwiie you io our comfcrtibfc:. 
Friendly St ideally -.nunicd Held with 12 wdl 
upfhHcitfiJ QD-ftiiiie bedroorm, bar, pjrkina 
and, plentiful and varied home cooking. 
C*U for your Spec ltd DKcauob, 
llmchure & Oirt'.mms 

01803 297517 

lA-A’A.jtleiir^t-howl.CO. uk 


Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 Tier sum, West Hot 

+ 01752 229705 

Bed jiiJ HilmU jst from £16-£20,00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
station*, 4 pokier bed. All rooms 
CTV. Tea/CofTce making 
Mostly En»suitc. Parking, 0 


Stalham-Norfolk 


Comfortable Two Bedroom 
Holiday Chalets On 
Attractive Site, 

Ideal location for Touring 
Norfolk Broads and Coast. 
From £85,00 p.w. 

Tel: 01692-581985 


West Highland Way 
- St Cuthbert’sWay 


4 and 6 day sponsored walking hnlidnyr. 
All travel end accommodation organised 1 

Call lam Smith on 020 8204 3200 

Dr Email: iairv smrth^crimestoppars-uk.org 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Gue&t House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
AH rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee. C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up Irom 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £15 p.p. 

Tel: 01752 650675 

VJtfumht dues* Mouse 

V) Pier Si. UWr fine. Plymouth PU 3BT 


Plymouth 

Haddington House 

ScIT-eaiering holiday apartments 

Furnished to a high standard 
open all year with parking 


Visit our wehsile 

WW w, abudd *ccu k 


for a brochure call 01752 767730 


the first night, FREE tickets to one of the above attractions and discount 
vouchers to many other attractions in Medway ..Just £47.00 per person. 


Telephone 01634 830303 




for i»jarumff4*» 

& J’r'vj'jv virtual t oh t mi u* at: 

I III \ 14 TOPIY MJKVPf I h I II If 
V vmi >uf Street. TortiFm TO i 211 

Tel 020 772 34474 

Fax QJTIT-ifl* VrtXi 
For Fjiquirk'N rm,n| info * ^ timk 


Vim MEMBERSHIP 

lu serv ing personnel it reserves 

(.It ise by M ii rl.Arch it C>xft ml S t rue t 

AfTortkihlc room rales 

Choice tif rvM;tunms it bars 

Concessionary NCR Car Kirk rates 

Function rooms fur dinners, 
imftknis, reunions it private parties 


Ifrr frtnuffieyit rrYfrahH' in the 
ttrmrdfan e* irarid 



Swffl 

jilJmTTmI 


i/& ( 1 


ADVERTISING 

RATES 

(excl. VAT} as effective from 1st April 2000 


DISPLAY 

Full Page .£2,180 Lineage .... 90p per word 

Half Page .£1,204 Trade minimum .. 30wds. 

Quarter Page .£680 Box number .£3 

S.c.c.£13.50 - 

PENFRIENDS See details on page8 

Discounts, Colour Rates, and Technical Details 
available on request. 

For a full Media Pack 
Telephone: 023 927 25062 
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Miscellaneous 




the Pewterrrs 

\') FORMERLY CORtVO PRODUCTS 
(<| High quality pewter tankards. 

S hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 


j ) Logo’s to your own designs. 


Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tanked House, 25 Lejdm.il Hoad. Staff »ld Si 3JA 
Tel: 0114 272 S676 Fa*: 0114 272 SSSl 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6in * 7in 

£26.75 + El .40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given lor orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES raven for 10, 35, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

specifll/sf experience over 85 years 

C.H.MONDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01463 756627 
email: enquiries@chmunday.co.uk 



PURE NOSTALGIA 

Individually hand-built waterline 
presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 
Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore. Radon, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


GOLD WIRE BADGE Co 

1 GOLD WIRE BMX1ES. WX SHIPS 

C10.M 

| WMHH UEATHEft GAS^fTUtS 

E20.00 

STANDARD CARRIERS 

C2S.00 

STANDARD CARRIERS MADE TO ORDER 

E30 00 

UHASS WSERTS 

Cl ZOO 

WHITE COTTON GLOVES 

E4.D0 

WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES 

E5M 

NAVY l BLAC# BERETS 4 S 7 S 

E7.00 

ANY ASSN BERET BADGE 

C4.M 

H» S NAVAL tKYISON RES 

ra .50 

Ft N BOW TIES 

ro.so 

BLACK OJR OH OfS 

£4.« 

FLNL BUTTONS US 

E0.6S 

AU. All . R FA WALL PLAQUES rtST 

CT7.00 

PACE STICKS 

CEO 00 

W HAL5. STYLE HATS 

C22 00 

FRIDGE MAGNETS ALL SHIPS 

tzoo 

KEY RINGS ALL SHIPS 

Cl .50 

EMBROIDERED OARMEMT& 

WINTER BLOUSOtiS, BLACK. HjNJL. R.M 

cm ,00 

NAVY BLUE V-NECK JUMPERS 

RNAM, RM 

t! 2.00 

wnrre pilot shirts r.na. rm 

C1Z2S 

SWEATSHtnrS Rl NA, IIM NAVY, GREY. 

C14MI 

f Officer* Cap Ob^«« 

It 1,00 

W Sword Knot ..—.. 

E23 DO 


170,00 

5w6ftl hw.ii in i i iii, 

130 DO 

alt prices include P&P 

Tl,0iMi**4 Drivt, SAtAKOWrium, Isnc*. 0L2BTJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 

www.lhngQldwtntb.nd 9 n.ca.uk 

| E^nvnifc' robruy«thegDlirivinjb3d5 

FC.CD.uk | 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments. 
Low minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & Printed garments supplied. 

Frrt rmhrtndrrr proof, So ori^pupiDn rhor^t 
Kmhmdettd Foim frum fkfttn, Smh L'LOOro, 
T-durti ISOOro. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

49, Old Lane. Birkenshaw. Bradford, 

B011 2JX 

Tel: 01274 988103 Fan: 01274 852524 
www.bananamoon.co.uii 


[ WANTED 

Amateur camera photos and 
amateur VHS movies of 
modem naval warships, UK 
and other navies. 

Tel. 01803 782646 

V 


Navy News 
Not ice T o Readers 

The publisher* of Navy News csonot 


the accuracy of any advertisement or for 
any fcjiue nltanl by any readers n a 



commercial, legal and financial advice 
before sending any money or entering 
iitoj illy dutpiiy Dirvoifiy ijrepnnrw 



— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—, 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 
PriiiI laminated wilfi canvas texture him 
to resemble in original oil painting 
sue a"xt6* for C36 plus P&P 
For list please send SAE id: 
SEART STHE CHASE, GOSPORT 
HANTS POT2 3TP 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and cuslom-madc for Clubs. 
Bands, Choirs, etc 
Blazer burtons, medals. nObons & 
sundries 

Please send SAP for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. {GB} NN 
Over Briar Beech Well Lane. 
Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 002280 



ms W00ty 

and ihe ships of 41 
(Rteinubung) 
drawi Spaoixl 

ossisjcms 

wA&hwne. 
Rd., Liverpool 
TbU 



LOST MEDALS 


REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
FtlLLSl/J-: & MINT ATT IRK 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

write m fhqne for quotation 

RAYMOND D, HOLDICH 

lYuful j^ar .Sq uutv 1 riUeilo rs Centre 
7 Whiten 111 h Street 
London WC2H7HA 

TEL 020 79301979 ¥\X 020 79301152 
e mail:rdhTTted;ds@aol.com 
www.rdhmedals.com 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPUCE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 

AVAILABLE NOW THE 0ENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAO HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail: chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com 



THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL 

This superb die-struck commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size & Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle & Far East. 

Send sM.e* for your application form today. 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsgrove, B61 8LA 




OLD ALBION 
PO BOX 24189 

London SWIR 4WY 
TEL: 07957 151706 

unri UMMK 'i XWtNw*, T ,\Hrw* 


Old Albion proudly 
presents 5 new baih 
towel designs. 100% 
made in Britain, our 
superior quality towels 
arc 1011% conon, 
28x50 inches {hath 
rowel size) and are 
woven null printed 
.Simply phone luf more 
information or scud a 
cheque or potftal order 
to our address* making 
it payable to: 

Old Albion. 

£10 

*£2 P&P (UK) rath 

email: 

aim nm, net 

wehsilc: 

lillp:^ww*itpiit|p',ein II iKi 

tttm. jw*—* lm*m VttopT 



GOLD LEAF 

Kuhert Clarkson 
INustmed (10.00 rind, p \ pi 


H.M.Yuchl Britannia -ened Her maje*iv 
cyueen Eli/a he ih II. and ihe Stine, for 44 vearv 
dunttg whieh vhe steamed over it million mib 
This h*wA reealh pliveo ami events in her smrv 
1mm J95H-62* Ten causes m ihav.' nan are 
described by □ M.-mor officer wtai wuv there. 
They mdude l he 1059 voyiige lo ('uniitla fur l he 
opening of I he Si Lawrence Seaway 
Ti if <m excellent rrmi' 

AvsocijIiiiti nl Koyiil Yaffils men Newsletter. 

- Available frnm - 

Htickkind Publications, 
Uarwick Road, Dover, CT17 0LG 
Tel: 01732 763030 


BEST PRICES 
ON JEANS 


We have U.K. spec. 
LEVI, LEE, EASY, 
LEE COOPER jeans 
at bargain prices 


www.the-Hanger.co.uk 

Or Telephone 

01392-422094 

20 Years Experience 
in Oenims 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts. Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And tots more. Mil from one supplier 

No iirtwrtw of up costs on nnjority ff goofl# 

Hgti quittr, rtXmltdw ef*m. pram(A <Mrv*ry 

BFPO tin-free service 
Send tot our new price list: 

Hevnoid Snorts 

1 PWYtJ l-'Vi HP 

M753. rogti Street unctfn. LNS bap 
I d: 01522 513333 
Fax; 01522 530383 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links* Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Badges, Mill tana. 
£2.00 for list- Catmcross (Dep. NN), 
31, Belle Vue Sl. Filey, N. Yorks 
Y014 9HU. 

w w w.eaimxson freescrve.eo, uk, 


® niTMtnM 

* QIALITV HAND SEWN 

^ ^ NATIONAL FLAGS £ ENSIGNS. 
^ ^ ECONOMY SFTX 3FT FLAGS 
; 17.99 e»di 

TABLE FLAGS & BUNTING 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CAROS ACCEPTED 
KI -FKKS FNTKK I AI [Si \1 ENT S 
l nil ('6 Laser Qua*, Medway City Km. 

Rochester, Kent ME2 4HU 
Td: 01634 29Jim Fax: 41634 2977m 

w w wjjpaa-e nlcrtiiinimfnts.cu.uk 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS.TIES 

Cummerbunds - Silk £25. Polyester £17.50 
Cap Tallies. Sweatshirts. Polo Shirts 
and Baseball Caps All made to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wail Road, Gwmear. 
Haylo. Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Pax: 01736 B 50724 


Navy News 
Own 

Products 

If you are not satisfied with one 
of our own products sold through 
this paper, simply return it to us 
unused withinl4 days and we will 
replace it free of charge or issue a 
full refund {including postage) 
This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights 


f WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 




Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting 
56 Hnuiti Kimi, Sid l- moor, Rrormptivi;, Won* Hhl BIJ, 
Tel : 01517 H35375 Kux: 01527 57*7WJ 



MFJJAUSPKOniSHIONAl.LY Mill Mhill III HI UH ifR|)|\ \tt\ JflVl>_ 
Kt lJ.M/l- Kl I’d V( K V1KM 4MI MIMAI I Mf UUKl.S St m.llii. 
MH1IAl.MlLSP1.AVHJ. HIBlMlVS AM) All IlNMlHIH.A ALSO AYAl I ABLE. 
M.\ II Ml. M JH IA1 Mffr I VIAI IH .1 IE 


Order online using our secure ivehsile ivwvi'.norcmrdaknxn 
K-niail us ul wmstv wo it me da Is. cum 



Uniform. Corporate, Sports & leisure Clothing N 

DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY 
Rugby.... Hockey shins.... Cricket sweaters.... Lambswooi sweaters 
Polo shirts. .. Sweatshirts ... Training tops. .. T-Shirts.... Ties, Caps, Socks 



( For more information on how we can supply you ) 


ASM 

mq-ELLAn 

A CO. LTD. 


94/96 Moorside RoimJ. Swinton, Manchester 
Tel: 0161 7941169 Fax: 0161 7943733 

t: -mm I ^ilds OmclellaA &pon .co.uk 
Website- www mdcHan-spurt co uk 


Millennium Colour Catalogue 


of exotic g-sfrings, thongs, swimslips, shorts and underwear 
for him/her. Send £2 in stomps (credited) to: 



1 SOb Gloucester Road, Bristol BS7 8NT 

Also at http://www.intersparta.com 



®OT@[! 

MEDAL 


for Application form 
vend tumped addrru 
crtvttop# t*: 

SERVICE 

COMMEMORATIVE? 

P.O.Box 4, 
Hlnddty, 
Leicestershire 
LEI0 3IT 



whether you're near or (ar 
the complete card service... 

www.hassletreecards.co. uk 


or call us on 01202-761857 


pnpppc 

DtSCOUNT.COM 
Save £s & £$ on 
Travel * Motoring 
Holidays * Insurance 
Leisure * Solicitors 
Financial Services 
FREE 

Mobile Phone Offer 

Click on 

wwwTQrcesdiscount.com 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES in) 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR3 1GJ 

Tel: 020 8658 4554 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, tics 
and heraldic wall plaques 


To Advertise 
Ring NOW! on 
023 0272 5062 




ffdfffftHINWS 


Prass 


Aedificamus Press 

10 'Fulmers Road, Cuffley, Herts EN6 4BG 
Phone: 01707 872720 Fax: 01707 873444 


Have you had your copy of either of the&e catalogues? If not jilsi send 
an A4 stamped addressed envelope to our new address above 



But Pur - Annivemno, CoogruuIitiDm, Binhi, Birthdayi, Tfc Wborver You Haw Etxpncn 
Ftewm Sent Tb Any Addrm In U.K. &N.I. 


12 Ro*a - R«!/Y e lkjw/Pinl,mite/Miwd Ptm Gyp*___ 

24 Rosrt - Rr4TeUw/Rii^miir/MtHd. Pftu Gyp*____ £16.50 

40 IrmU 6c Fcrni _____ _ ____£14.75 

ft™quci - De Mined Fluwcn. 50 Fkrwcri.iTirnuj'Gypi £20.00 

ILauqun - Ijiije. Mfud Brnrem. 30 .. £17,50 

Rouqun - Cunurioiu, or R*4/Ydlrtw,|THi^^ 3t Gyp*- 30 Rkxwni £17.50 
Bouqum - Mixed Fiawtrx from . . ,,^,£11.50 - £20.00 


AU C/Cf Accepted Cheques Made Payable To 
Joys Roses Sc Flowers, Flamingo, St. Sampsons. Guernsey. CX GY2 4 
Telephone 01481-246708 or Fa* Cl4S1-243406 
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NoticeBoard 



Appointments 


Commodore N. S. R, Kilgour 

Lo be promoted Rear Admiral and 
to be Chief of Staff (Operations) 
Fleet, Flag Officer Submarines 
and Commander Submarine 
Forces East Atlantic and 
Submarine Forces North In suc¬ 
cession to Rear Admiral R P: 
Stevens, Sept, 

Commodore P, R. Davies to be 

promoted Rear Admiral and to be 
Flag Officer Training and 
Rectruiting as well as Chief 
Executive Naval Recruiting and 
Training Agency in succession to 
Rear Admiral J Chadwick July 
31. 

Capt t Monche ft to be CO 
HMS Endurance June 19. 

Capt T. A. Cunningham to be 
CO HMS Fearless. April 4. 

Cdr D* C* W. Bafston to be CO 
HMS Vengeance (Port). Aug. 20 
Cdr A, M McKendrick to be 
CO HMS Turbulent. Aug, 28 
Lt Cdr A. J. James to be CO 
HMS Roebuck Aug. 7. 

Lt Cdr R, P, Dunn to be CO 
HMS Turbulent. May 8. 

Lt J. C. Clay to be CO HMS 
Example. April 24, 

Lt L H. Lacy lo be CO HMS 
Explorer. April 24. 


No more 
‘Points’ 

WITH the full introduction 
of selective promotion for 
all non-artificer/technician 
junior rates from April 1, 
advancement rosters no 
longer exist from that date. 
As detailed in RN 
Defence Council Instruc¬ 
tion 20/01, Forms B13 and 
Promotion Orders also 
cease to exist on introduc¬ 
tion of new Promotion Draft 
Orders and Promotion 
Confirmation Certificates. 
Therefore ‘Points' rosters 
will no longer be published 
in Navy News. 


Swop drafts 


WOM(C)l MCKenna iCOMPOP que¬ 
lled) HMS Irwncibte. BFPO 308 drafted 
HMS Ark Royal April 2fi. Will ^wop tar any 
Portsmouth ship not decoying 

LCH Currier 6E Stbd Mess HMS 
Illustrious, BFPO 305. will swop tor any 
PorLvnaufh ship not deploying 

MEMi Harteretey (Scale B). HMS A* 
Roya), BFPO £12 (in refit. Vet 9335 935S5>. 
will swop tor any Typo 42 deploying or not. 

CPO{Mj P. Butterfield (Sea Dart rjircc 
tor/warfare Branch co-ortfinat&r), HMS 
Gloucester. BFPO 289 - deploying Far East 
March 19 tor seven months. Will swop lor any 
Type 42 not deploying 

WOM(AW)1 JUlian Carroll, HMS 
Mustnous, 0FPO 305, will swop tor arty 
Portsmouth Type 42 deploying or nol. 

MEM Baidemton 3N Moss. HMS Cardiff, 
BFPO 249, dratted CFM (H4 Chrppys). May 
i&, Will swop tor any Portsmouth shore draff. 

LRO Lawson HMS Edinburgh. BFPO 
27?. deploying May Will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship not deploying, and can 
accepl LQM(C) billet 

SA A, Lund 2S(P) M ess HMS 
Edinburgh. BFPO 277. deploying May Will 
consider any ship not deploying beiore Sept 
PUMEM(M) Williams (hull) HMS 
Cuvenlry BFPO 259. deploying July Wilt cope 
sfoer any Oevonpori or souih-west shore drah 
over to months. 

PQCA Everson HMS Nelson IHMNU 
Portsmouth ext 22163* drafted HMS 
Nottingham. July 30 (deploying March 2002) 
Will swop tor any Portsmouth ship nol deploy- 

ng 

LGM(C) Din addle IDV billel), 2 Muss 
HMS Marlborough BFPO 333 or let 07979 
851821 Ship deploying Will consider any 
Portsmouth ship not deploying 

LSTD Slater HMS Heron (01936 
456156*. dmhed HMS Newcastle 
[Portsmouth). July 2 Will swop lor any 
Plymouth ship 


RATINGS seeking to swap drafts 
must meet the requirements of 8814, 
article 0506 Atl applications must be 
made on Form C24D to NDD. 
Centurion Building. 


GRANVILLE JUSTIN 

o n February 25th died suddenly 
after a thart ilinen, aged 27. 

Your bravery an example In us all. 
Now your pain and suffering has gone, 
flur Invc cveriattmg Mum, Dud. Marcus 
and Rachel 

funeral Monday Marik 5ji al i,45pm, 

all welcome al die thanksgiving service I 
w Sl Niduln chundi Drake 

followed bv private err mat inn. No 
ft u we tv pteaitc, donation* in lieu made 
payable id Ward 23 Nurdi SiaiTonUhire 
Iluspkal Nil.5. Lru.rt may be senr iu; 
Walter Pinon, River*ide T Costly Street, 
Ivvbmfgt, Devon l T Llt 01 >3i 
Tel. (01752} 690909 



THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks hack through its 
pages to recall some of the April head¬ 
lines of past decades .., 


30 years ago 


ONE WOMAN was among the 400 ratings to be 
advanced to the new rate of Fleet Chief Petty 
Officer She was CWREN (Stores) Beatrice May 
Willis who joined the Navy in 1947 

HMS Dreadnought had become the first British 
submarine to break surface at the North Pofe. Her 
patrol took her i ,500 miles under the ice, and she 
collected scientific data before returning 


40 years ago 


PRINCESS Margaret had launched the guided 
missile destroyer HMS Hampshire at John 
Brown's shipyard on Clydebank. The frigate HMS 
Eskimo was launched at Cowes and the cruiser 
HMS Blake had been accepted into service. 

Forty ships had taken part in Commonwealth 
joint exercises in the Indian Ocean and Bay of 
Bengal They included warships from Britain, 
Australia, New Zealand, India and Pakistan 


20 years ago 


ONE of the Navy's best-known landmarks for the 
revious 50 years, the China Fleet Club in Hong 
ong f was to be demolished The valuable water¬ 
front site would be re-occupied by a mufti-storey 
block, several floors of which would accommodate 
the new ciub. 

The Second Frigate Squadron was disbanded. 
Its training role would be extended to other ves¬ 
sels for a week or two at a time, so freeing the 
frigates of the squadron for operational use. 


Officer promotions 


PROMOTIONS lo Lieutenant Commander 
RN and Major RM effective October 1 ibis 
ynar 

WARFARE BRANCH 

surface & submarine 

U J.L Clark, LI t B Clarke. A/U Cdr PE 
Dunn Li S R Gough. Lt 1 C Green LI L A 
Griff. LI J P Howe 11 A TF Kett All Cdr J 
Kerf, LT R.D Lintem U J McKeman, 11 M P 
Metcalte BtM, AflLf Cd* PG A Netted. AU 
GrJr GJ Niigenl LtPF Ftoirt Lt PS Robertv 
A/Lt Cdr S Roberts LI A Rogers, It K 
Rowlands. Lt N.J Smith Lt K A Turner. U 
AB West U G J Wilson 

AIR 

LI J P Bowers, List Brunsctofi-Browri Lt 
A D Cknk LI R TM Dtnrereofi Lt J Duncan 
A LT Cdr R A Eatweii Lt R A Forster LIMA 
Graham. AAi Ced NR Gritlm Lt Pf 
HdmiigjM Ll MW Hamahan LI Q G 
.LirjfK'rii 11 A R Knight. Art.I Cdr M P l rgguns 
Li B J Nicholas Li G A Richardson 11 j $ 
Savfor. Lt R N Sneddon A/Lt Cdt R.B 
Tatieisail. Lt N L Weighlman Lt DH 
Westtey 11 C B Yalland 

ENGINEERING 

Lt JA.L Baggaley. LI AN Bannister, u 
D1 Bar felt. Lt D J Con Lt L Crawloid. Lt K J 
Cunnone, U SP Davie e, Lt M D Dmars/itip Ll 
N B, Dunsby. Lt S Evans, U J L Famngton, Lt 
R.T A Hancock Ll G.P Hooper. Ll BB 
Harwell, LL M J. Johnson, U PH Lake, Ll 
M P LangriH, Lt 0J Ljeaning, Lt R Metcall. U 


I Mills, USD MriCheU. it J N Morgon^Hosey, 
Ll BJ Muunlfuy. Lt AH Phillips. All Cdr 
N A Rowan 11 C M Slanham I t PI Slobie. 
US.J Taylor. U DO Walsh. U S P Walton, it 
A,D Wray. Lt J A Wmblewski 

TJWIS 

Lt 0 M L Bathes Ll K O Hudnn. Lt J E 
Procter, it E K B WHarrte 

SUPPLY BRANCH 

Lt MC CnrtUi. Lt AT Fcarnley Ll PA 
Jackson. Ll M M Knowles. U MG Metvilk? 
Brown. A/Ll Cdr JB Ryan. Lt I K Tayloi, Ll 
OWA Walker Alt Cdr AW Wesl Ll DM 
Wihiuri Ll M AH Wool let 

MEDICAL SERVICES 

AVI Cdr I M Philips AVI Cdf 7 J, Ryder 
A/U Cdr P Simpson. All Cdr R A Stead 

ROYAL MARINES 

Capl GW Fmspr A/MdJdi GE Green 
CapT WT Hannah. AMaj AT KeMy 

NON-SPECIALIST FEMALE OFFICERS 

Lt E J Srmpr.on 

GARNNS 

U T W Aklwimckte. U 0J Kcught 

SelectiOrtEi. look account of reserved 
rights promulgated in 8RH373 Art 3211. 

Those selected are lo note BRS373 tor 
rules concerning return of service and 
other promotion regulations. 


Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY wan issued by Commodore Whittington (Oocan), | Williams ($$A/C»p* 
Naval drafting tn March lor the following to be MCTA) 

JdV fo C CCWEA M J McCormick (Upholder AftTIFICER/TECHNtClAN 

TRG Team), A Robert (Spartan) ft Tn CPOCT I.E. Wilson <JSSU Oakley] 


Deaths 


Mne Mark Gordon Pratley. RM Pdole ai 
Dorchest er Hospitai Feh 22 __ 

Vice Admiral Harry George Do Wo It 

QBE. DSO. DSC Chml ol Naval Slatt Canadd 
1956-60 WW2 dealrcTyei CO including HMCS 
FLitda | Norm rmfly campaign t944 - DSO. 
DSC). Antal* Cbiei of Naval Siati t94a*47 
CO Gt Canada's lirST aircraft carrier HMS 
Magmlicsnl, and Senior Canadian Naval 
Officer Afloat Flag Officer Pacihc Coast 1948 
50. Vice Chief tit Naval Slalf 1950 5?. 
Chairman p| Canadian Jqwff Slaff WasNngion 
1953-55 Dec aged 97 

Capl Hard rest Llewellyn (Harpy j Lloyd 
COE, bSC, WW2 Coastal Forces CO. served 
1931-66 Appointments Frobisher. Delhi, 
MTB 06 (COj member of Isl MTB Finiilla al 
Malm sank in gale. Hornet, Beehive . CO 
4th MTB Ftotrlla in MTB 34 (MIDI and MTB 30 
(DSC), Vernon |Torpedo Branch course). 
Jackdaw, Cotossus. Zephyr, Mynas. Bauosa 
(CO). Sinker (CO) Mean (CO). Tiger ICO), 
Vernon (CO). CnrWTiudare Amphihiqus 
Warfarn Fai Fast Joinnd Plessey Marine to 
promote sales of anti-su twmar me irquipmenl 
Aged 63 

Capit Paul Jettnev Bootheraione DSC. 
CO of HMS Arrow m Falkland^ War Served 
1956-92 first as Seaman officer then as fined 
wing pilot Hying from HM ships Hermes. 
Centaur and as flying instructor Other 
appomtmenis included Brimoo (CO), 
Ambuscade. Dept Naval Air Warfare, staff ot 
Naval Sec ratary. Battfeaxo (CO). RNAS 
CuKJrooe (CO) 1957-69, Naval Adviser to to 
High Commissioner in Ottawa 1990-92 
Sf?cretary and Chief Executive of Masonic 
Samaritan Fund Freeman of City ol London, 
member o* Ftoiehars Uvery Company, mem¬ 
ber of Aisocmtton ot RN Officers March I, 
aged 62 (of heart attack while skiing in 
Austria) Thanksgiving Service al Si Pauls 
Ghumh, Bedford. Street. WC2 el 3.30 on April 
26 

Cdr John William Goulder MQE. served 
1937-72 m Ganges (joined as Boy Seaman), 
Ram lilies Shikari Hesource, Cossack 
(Altmank Incident), Rarnbroko, Golden Engle 
[Dunkirk), Gnathtond (D Day). Diadem, Lynx, 
Belfast. Diamond, RN Stan College 
Gfeenwch and as Deporty Captain ol Port 
Portsmouth Past vice pres idem of Keni 
branch of RBL. former secretary 1st Destrnynr 
Flotilla Association, and associated with 
Chatham RN Gunnery In^tfuolors 
Association. HMS Canges Association, 
Norfolk Division and RNA Aged 79. 

Constance Pear n served, m W8N5 1941- 
45 As secretary lo Capt BaJwr-Crc52mr3.il, 
served al sen in thp tnrgci mtilnr yachl HM$ 
Phiiante m WW2 at tne height o< me Bflnfo ot 
Atlantic and was awarded foe Aiiantic Star 
Feb 2i iigedl & 

Leigh (Ll) Tongue ex-Stokei and funner 
Portsmouth Field Gun team member (twioe) 
and Irruner Played footoall tm Gnmhjnf.fi 
Services Ships included Fearless. Illustrious 
Brazen Temerams. Soften After leaving RN 
joined P&O Femes 41 POrtsmoulh March 1 
aged 44 

Sir Charles Fletcher-Cooke OC served 
WW? in Naval InteJiiQRnce 11 Cdr RNVR US 
Naval tnieihqence 1-aison officer in USA 1943, 
Cabinet Office as Admiralty's representative 
on Joint Intelligence Stall Conservative MP 
Da f we 11 (Lancs j f 95 1-83. delugale tn 
Assembly uf Council ol Europe 1954-55 MEP 
1977-79, Chairman ol One Nation group and 
of Conservative Legal Affaire Commitee 
1979-63 Aged 66 

Sb Michn) Gryll*. RM keulenant 1952- 
55. seeing active service in Egypt 
Consarvulrve MP lor Churlsuy 1970-74 and 
for North West Surrey 1974-97. Chairman of 
Consarvaiive Trade and Industry Committee 
1961-97 and Smah Business Bureau 1979- 
97.Fao 7, aged 66 

Lt Cdr Anna Tiff Keffies HD and Bar 

RNR. Served in lay D<v RNR 198192 
Roll rod N H5 tBchnologisl. Fob 25 

Al Lamboume. e*-CPO COXN, served in 
RN tor 24 years including WW? in 
Mediterranean. Former treasurer Guernsey 
Foctoail Associalion, Guernsey RNA RMA 
and RBL Jan 11. aged 79. 

Eric Pendroy. ev-AB. nerved 1943-45 In 
HMS Ohon Member of HMS Orion. 
Assooation Nov 3, aged 75. 

Canon Briscoe Q&E, chaplain of Wirrai 5 
West Cheshire branch ol Bnlish Korean 
Veleran^ Assuculrun. Seived as pndm with 
Parnchutn Rmrt (wounded at Arnhem) Later 
served wrth RN in Korean War in HM ships 
Beifost. Ceylon, Qce«n Parish pnesi al St 
Winefridea RC Church. Neston unlil relue- 
ment Feb 9. 

Joe Reevor, bs-CPQMA sonind 1957-79, 
inducing RNH Hastar. Ganges. Sf Angelo 


(1971), Tiger, Nelson (denial) Dec 27. aged 
63 

Feier Tarrant e*-LS, member of HMS 
Duke of York Associalion Dec 9. aged 73 
Dennis O'Brien ex-SEA member nl 
HMS Duke ol yhrk Association Feb a, aged 
80 

Reg Keep, ex-Sgl RM. Ships. Devonshire. 
Bartasl Jufaji. Rooke. inlrepid Loch Fade 
Mem her ol Loch Fada Asaodalion Feb 13, 
aged 71 

A. Clms Lord, member of Algerines 
Association (Bramble) Jan 12 

Charles H. Swallow, member of Afgennes 
Association (Freda) Nov 27. 

Robert C. Garrard member ol Afgenne& 
Assocrathon (MtcluL-l Muqicienne) Jan. 2 
Thomas William Bultitude member of 
Algerines Association (Hare) Feb 2 

Dave (Pip) Lemon, ex-MEMi National 
Serviceman 1953-55 Ships Raleigh, Warrior 
(Korea} Feb 14. aged 69 

Johnny Bridge ex-LS gunner, served 
1938-1950s Ships Inciudnd Fi redrake. 
Warspiie WW2 veteran pi Atlantic. Narvik. 
Mediterranean D Day, Pacific Indian Ocean 
Member of HMS Fj redrake and HMS Warspfie 
A^soc^siforts Feb 8 aged 82 

Cyril (Nobby) Clark ex AB (HSD) Ships 
Firedrake. Kittiwdke, Nemesis Member ol 
HMS Erred rake AssociaEmri Feb. 9. aged 88 
Percy Smith ex-Sig RN7N Member ol 
HMS Serene Association (served on board 
1945} Jan 31 in Qnarahi, NZ, aged 83 
George W. Lovett *x-CPOO COXN 
Stops: GtoHoma, Norfolk. Serene Member ul 
HMS Serene Associalion Feb 4 in 
Johannesburg. S Africa, aged 91 

Tom Iddon Ships Included HMS Magpie 
Founder member of HMS Magpie Associalion 
and member of Capt Walker's GM Boys 
Association. Feb. 12 

Jim DawHcm uk-SA. Ships included HMS 
Auckland Jan 31, 

Mervyn Ashley. ev-Sio Ships included 
HMS Auckland. Feb. 

George Rose es-AH served I95S-5B 
Member ol Aircraft Handlers Association 
Len Jarvis, ex Sin serving in BYMS and 
MMS vegsels Standard bearer Ybrk branch 
RN Patrol Service Associalion 

Reginald Bebbingion. survivor HMS 
Kelty In Spam. Jan 

Ralph Hover ex-CPOMA, served 1954- 
79 Service CaKimndiri, Bulwark, Adamant. 
Maidstone. Raleigh and RN Hospitals Hong 
Kong. Sighi. Ptymouth Jan 3t. aged W 
Tony (Ginge) Wake cn-CPO(E)l Mech. 
served 1954-70 Ships Ark Hqyal Galatea 
Daedalus (829 NAS aKjraff engineer tnatnicr- 
lor). Later worked lur Laker Airways Bristow 
Helicopter; Brffish Caledonia. Airbus and as 
BA Engmeermo Sales Manager (N America) 
Kenneth MacDonald sk-CPO. served 
1932-55 Ships St VmC*nl. Si Angelo 
Blanche Wmchestei Ebblide Courageous 
Ark Royal Excellenl, Victory Pembrakfr (for 
pilul training), Amajon, Orlando Sakm. 
Artxjry, Comus, Gamecock. Sarnies Member 
of HMS Cornua Comrades Feb 15. aged B4 
Geoff Macon. Rolls-Royce Aero Engines 
representative with RN for 20 yeais. covering 
RN air slaftans. Culdrnsi- Pori Inna and 
Prestwick Od 30. aged 61 

George W Sven»on ®r-L/Tei submariner 
WW2 Boats, included. Tuibulenl, Talent 
Artemis. Fob IB, aged 78 

John Draper chairman of HMS 
Cumberland and HMS Sparrow Associations 
March 5 

Ronald Card, e*-Seaman in RN Patrol 
Service 1942*46 on E Coast convoys, HMS 
Lord Pforxfor and BYMS 2052 Aged 76 


Schools retitled 

TO IMPROVE thu link between 
the Navy's hydrographic/meleoro* 
logical specialisation and the 
schools which teach the subject^ 
their names have heen changed. 

The KN Hydrographic i>chi>ul is 
now the RN Hydrographic and 
Meteorological School (Drake) or 
RN MM School (Drake). The RN 
School of Meteorology and 
Oceanography is now the KN HM 
School (Cu Id rose): and the 
Applied Oceanography and 
Meteorological Centre is "now the 
Tactical HM Section (Dryad)* 


Keith Bfenkham ux CPO REM wrrved 
22 y«ar$ and was HMS Coventry survivor (n 
Falk lands War Oltwi sfups inckufod Berwick 
Blake Tartar Anrnm Intrepid Feb 17 aged 
58 

George Harrison es*POSA Member of 
HMS Ffcrwtope Associdtiori (served m ship 
1942-44] 

Eric Tfreedom ns PQ LTD submanner 
Boa to included H33. Slwm Affray Lifo mem’ 
ber and Ibunder member Australia branch ot 
Submariners Asscoaiion March 7, aged 78. 

Marie Conway Scott (nee Connolly), e*- 
WRNS SSA Trarned and worked al 
Portsmouth and HMS Hamer (1949 51) 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Ll Cdr T. C, Andrews Served Sanderkrig. 
Hgrnbfll 

Lt Cdr D, H, B, Barrett DSC. MNI Served 
Otway. Stuirk. Perm. Royal Albert Presidwii 
Drake 

Lt Cdf G W Bolton M&C. DSC Served 
Argonaut, Pembroke, Liverpool. Excellent, 
Neptune 

Lt (E) ML G. Bunn Served. Ark Royal 
Orion. Minerva 

Capt M. F. S. Burn RM Served. Cakrutin 
Cteoparm. Ganges 

Cdr J Carmaft^Jones Served Iron Duke 
Preftdeni. MOD 

Lt Cdr (E) Cttofflnga BEM Served Forth 
Redpde. Britannia Torquay. Manxman Tyne 
Suftnn Cnrinrafte 

Lt Cdr (E) R. A. Cummlnga. Served Tyne. 
Kenya, Fellew, Tamar. Collingwood. 
Cochrane. Neptune 

Capt (S) C. A. Da Lid ft OBL- Served 
Norfolk. Simhang, Terror, Vidal, Victorious. 
Saker. Cochrane. Daedalus, Werrior, 
Neptune. 

Cdr (S) W, H. Field OBE. DSC. Served 
Norfolk. Cossack Naiad, Pembroke, Glory, 
Candor, Newcastle, Preftidenl, Daedalus, 
Cochrane 

Lt Cdr M. A, J. J. Hanrahan Served: 
venerable. Malta, Apofto. indetaiigabie Sea 
taolo. Londonderry, 

Lt Cdr P. F. S. King Served Courageous. 
Victorious, Furious. Begum, RNAS Colombo 
Lt Cdr (E) D. E, Norris, Served: Maurrtiua. 
Hercules, Fisgard, Forth. Osprey. Dolphin, 
Capt J. R. Odendaal MBE RM 
Wardmaater Lt N. S.insom Served 
Ganges. Victory. President, RNH Ptymouth 
Cdr D F. Townsend OBE Served 
Hawfons, Si Vincent, Norfolk. Devonshire. 
Tenacious. Sf James. Pratideiil. Tamaki 
Lt S, H Wraqg Sainmd Siskin. Falcon. 
HarmEs. Exrellitni 

R0VAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Thomas Bernard Jones. Hunizorn .Ships 
Gumharlnnff. Dainty Crane EuryaluS 
Member of HMS Crane Association Aged 67 
Louis Malone, founder member and com¬ 
mittee membei Caerphilly t*-LCK Ships 
included Barbastelle. Centaur Ark Royal Ff*b 
11 aged 

Raymond 0Idling. Colchester Ships 
included Eheakmore. Hotspur Veteran qi 
Rushan convoys Feb 13. aged 75 

Arth ur Elli&fi vice preshdonf Maids lone 
Fx RMLi and RN Aged 96 

S/Ll A foe R Gilroy SAN 5 RN. Princes 
Risborough Served 1942+46 Ships 
Birmingham. Burdock. 42 Escort Group (N. 
Atlantic), t Koellerit D-Day veteran Aged 75 
Left lie Harwood Pniismotnh Fed 16 
Joan Pi ul hero Ferndown Ek-WRNS. 
Fet>25 

John Andrews. Bude and formerly 
Chatham, Brentwood. Southend Ships 
included HMS Constance: Fab 26 

Tam Sayer Colchester fn-GI Ships: 
Ganges. A remuse, Kenya, warepite Feb 22, 
ageo 78 

Noel Sherwood, secretary Launceston, 
Ek-LElM. served 1949-63 Ships: ContesL 
Torquay. Vigo, Carystorl. Hardy Jftrt. 28. aged 
68 

Paler Charles John. Crewe Ex-L5 h 
served 1938-53. Ships 1 Ganges, Maori. 
Brink. Western Isles 

J, Clay Capenhurst Ex+RM 
Kenneth Charles Sansom Blcxwich 
Served 1938-54 Ships included Liverpool and 
minesweepers. Feb. 16 

Biff Cowley, Bury St Edmunds Served 
1944-50 metudirtg mure sweepers St 
Edmumlsbury local authority counalfor and 
I rumor Mayor Jan 2B. aged 74 

Johannes (John) Dtimer. Bury Sf 
Edmunds, ex-Royal Neitiedands Navy who 
escaped lo UK when Germans invaded Luw 
Couiilnes 1940 Then sarvod m RN Agod 78 
Charles Hopl i natal I. Brentwood Also 
member of RN Patrol Service Association 
Feb H 


Joan Plutfrero, LerndOwn and formerly 
Hamworth fc*-WHNS 1942^16 

Allied Mott art ftaoves vice ptesidanl and 
founder member Stoke-on-Titoil & Difttncl Fell 
28 ngari 89 

Frederick Jackson Smith Cat lisle A 
District En-AB. sarvird 1938-53 and then as 
Sea Cadet instructor Sfrps Caiecfoma. Jackal, 
lendrng craft (D-Day), Seymour, lllusinoi^ and 
shore base m S. Africa March 1. aged 77 
Tom Lister Harwich & Darnel Ships 
included HMS Diadem Momtwr of HMS 
Diadem Association Feb 10 

Wlir Burke Huddersfield Ex-CPO served 
I92B-50 Sarwce indoded Concord. Berwick 
Scorpion. Talon. Ok%a lltuftlntiucft March 4 
aged 91 

Kenneth Callow Ireafturur BleicNev & 
Dir.tnct RNA Cfoh Ek RM banrKman and rnnn 
dard bearer Bietchtey branch <tf RM 
Aisocianon Fab 18 

Richard Whitn Cork A County E»-CPO 
Ships Jewel, hlustoous Vanguard, Penelope 
Charlie Hayes Cork & County Ex-CPO 
Atberl Hardy Caine Eji-SIo wfio served in 
WWl. including HMS King George V ifi liome 
Ffoel March t?. aged 101 

Richard (Jim) Caswell Caine E» CERA 
Burma Star wtemn in HMS Akron ai lit»Fanon 
01 Singapore Aged 77 

Hort»fi Goddard Lydd A Ounganess 
March 17. 

Roy Manners, former chairman and presi¬ 
dent Bode March 5. aged 70 

W. H (Harry) Rang former chairman 
Birmingham (Shefooo) Served 1941^6 Ships 
included Howe (Ftacihc). Nelson March 5. 
aged 79 


To CPOAiA(L> SJ, Mauaby (RFANSUf 
TO CPOAEAfM) - ft A Adams (RNAS 
Yeovifloo) C A Bowen (ES Ar MASU Sea), 
J L Norman (RNAS Yeoviltonj C M Roddy 
(829 Rt 244) S M Walling (815 Fit 239) 

To CPOAEA(R) SA Hole (B99 Sqr 
Heron). A C Wood (829 Fft 21B) 

To CPOMEA I AiftLiM (Drake 
CBP(OLO), M A Dear (CFM Portsmoglti). 
A.j Robinson [Vanguard Port). A D Smith 
(CFM Pbrtftmtxjth) 

To AC POME A - G.S. Mayes (Vanguard 
Port), A K Smith (CFM Portsmouth) 

To CROWE A - ME. Canns (CdflingwoodL 
J.C Wnghl {Gloucester j 

WEAPON ENGINEERING 
To CPOWEM(R) - S.T. Jones 
(Colkngwood) 

SUPPLY 

To GP0SA - A,J. Turner (Talent) 

FLEET AIR ARM (ENGINEERING) 

To CPOAEM(M) - D Wood (RNAS 
Culdrusf!) C Davis (824 NAS) I.G Bolls 
(849 Sqn S Fft) 

FLEET AIR ARM (NON ENGINEERING) 
To CPOACMN - J.R. HOunsome [771 SK5 
SAR) SRJ Lewis (824 NAS], C.S Hrcks 
(RNAS Culdrose) 

To C PDA (AH) - S Dando (846 Sqn). K 
Gamham (Feartoss), M K S Clifford (RNAS 
Culdrose), J.R Young (815 Sqn, HQ) 

To C PGA (PHOT) D McCormk* 
(DGCCl 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPO(SSMKO) - J.R. Ulke (Turbulenl), 
W Goodall (Victorious Port) 

To CPO(SSM) - J.C Wilkinson (Tlmtefts), 
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New girl 
makes 
her mark 
at tennis 


NEW player Sarah Carroll caused 
quite a stir al the Royal Navv 
women's indoor tennis champi¬ 
onships when she partnered WO 
Nikki Hudson to success in the 
doubles competition. 

Sarah, a WSA from HMS 
Heron* is one of a growing crop of 
young players mixing in with the 
established team as the new sea¬ 
son gels underway. 

Bui h was one of the old hands 
who took the Li me tight in the sin¬ 
gles as POWPT Jeannie Bone won 
a dose final against WU Hudson, 

Tlw RN ladies team then went 
dose to taking the inter-Services 
title in the B's tennis tournament 
at Aldershot, finishing second to 
the Army* 

A strong showing in the singles, 
with wins from Li Cdr Caroline 
Williams and U Sally Newman, 
was followed hy mixed fortunes in 
the doubles - Sally and Caroline 
had one win and one defeat, as did 
second pair Surg Li Fleur 
Marshall and LNN Sharon Fraser* 
Smith 

Any ladies interested in joining 
the team should contact RNWSO 
at HMS Tcmeraire for details of 
future fixtures and Tournaments, 

The Army also swept the board 
in the men's competition, 
although the RN team put up a 
spirited display and entertained 
the crowd with some audacious 
play on doubles day. 

The men's team featured five 
debutants to the competition - 
Andre Usbornc. Andy Griffiths. 
John Stamper* Andy Wild in and 
Dominic Spivey - with team cap¬ 
tain Chris Usbome, Steve Pearson 
and Clive Lunn adding the experi¬ 
ence and entertainment. 

Anyone interested in joining the 
men's squad should contact Clive 
Lam hs he ad on 938U 24193 for 
details of fixtures and coaching in 
their area, white those who wish to 
be considered for the women's 
team should contact the RNWSO 
at HMS lemeraire. 


Tough build-up to tough match 



A TESTING series of matches shim Id have pro¬ 
vided the Royal Navy's rughy union squad with 
ideal preparations for the big match against the 
Army at Twickenham. 

The retirement of veteran players has given 
younger players their chance to break into the 
senior team, and a 24-13 win against a touring 
West Indies side in October was a good start. 

But a series of defeats against strong opposi¬ 
tion - 25-0 against Cornwall, 30-29 against 


London Old Boys, 25-12 against Devon. 15-It) 
against Oxford University, IS-HI against 
Somerset, 31-9 against Cambridge University 
and 20-5 against Exeter - followed. 

The experience gained from will he tested to 
the full at Headquarters on May 5 in the Army 
vs Navy match, sponsored by Willis. 

The ticket hotline is on 0870 4446633, and 
details are available on MODWob, 2SLWcb and 
Fleet Web, or al wmv. na vyrug hyurtitm^ com 


Gates open at U30, and other attractions 
include the Combined Services U21s playing 
the England Students, and the national Ul2s 
Rugby Festival, as well as interactive Service 
displays. 

■ The RNRU Sevens tournament will be held 
at IIMS Collingwood on April 4 between KXX) 
and 1700, when a strong Colli ngwood squad will 
attempt to break the mobile Royal Marines' 
team’s stranglehold on the event. Entry is free. 


Cresta Run crash 
scuppers title bid 



High excitement 

A TH RE E-week expedition to 
Corsica to complete l he traverse 
of the Haute Route is being 
planned for August - contact Lt 
Grant Lewins on 9375 41532 or 
(11752 Hit 532 for details. 


Neptune take charge 


NEPTUNE held court when the 
Royal Navy inter-establishment 
squash championship reached ihc 
final stages. 

The Scottish team, with four RN 
players in their ranks, overpow¬ 
ered I IMS Saltan 541 in the filial, 
in which Lt Cdr Robin Young, RN 
Veterans captain, managed to 
scramble just one point from RN 
captain LWTR Jason Youdale, 


playing for Neptune in his last 
competition in the Service. 

NeplUite had already beaten 
HMS Excellent 541 in ihe semis, 
white Sultan overcame HMS 
Nelson 4-L Nelson took third 
place with a 3-2 win over Excellent, 
■ t he AGM for the RNSRA will 
he held in the Rugby Clubhouse, 
Burnaby Road. Portsmouth, on 
Fridav, Mnv It. at 1000. 


• Royal Navy forward WAEM Pam Williams, leads a 
charge through the Southampton defence. 

Students vanquished 


THE RN women's rugby 
team have recorded an 
impressive win over 
Southampton University. 

Navy forwards domi¬ 
nated from the off, and 
second row LWOM Paula 
Bennett scored after four 
minutes. 

Much of the first half 
was played in the stu- 
dents' 22, and further 
tries from Bennett, wing 
WRN Sarah Hopkinson 
and scrum half LWPT 
Wendy Briggs, with two 
conversions, gave the RN 


a half-time lead of 24-0. 

The Navy also domi¬ 
nated the second half, 
with Bennett completing 
her hat-trick, Briggs 
scoring a second and 
right wing LWPT Jane 
McAllister completing 
the scoring at 39-0, 

■ Any lady rugby play* 
ers. or those keen to take 
up the sport, should con* 
tact Lt Sian Howells on 
9375 52336. or Lt Vikki 
Ferguson on 9360 23958, 


A HIGH speed crash in training scuppered 
the Royal Navys attempt to retain the 
i ntc r-Se rviccs t obogga n i n g t ro phy, 

CPU Pete Sellers (HMS Ocean 1 
required three operations and two weeks in 
a Swiss hospital after the crash, on the 
Cresta Run in St Moritz. 

The accident hit team morale, hut the 
Navy rallied sufficiently to Lake second 
place he hind an impressive Army squad in 
The battle for the Prince Philip Trophy. 

Team captain Lt Cdr Andy Mills (SMI) 
took second place, just 0.06s behind the 
winner, although Andy already had two tro¬ 
phies in the bag from earlier races. 

The other team members were Ll Cdr 
Paul Hart (exchange Royal Brunei Navy), 
Lt Jamie Summers (HCJKM). Lt Pan 
Hooton (COMNA Yeovil ton), Lt David 
Gillcti (HMS Pulvcruin), Cpl lan Breeze 
(FRMPO. Clyde) and novice OM Dan 
Broome (I IMS Dulverton). 

Anyone with the nerve to guide a 50kg 
sled dow n the Cresta Run at speeds of up to 
HOmph who arc available for three weeks 
next January should contact Lt Cdr Mills on 
Kkslanc ext'7556. or see t he RNWSA web¬ 
site for details. 

Water weekend 

WINDSURFING legend Peter 1 Iart will be 
on hand with advice and instruction during 
a RN/RM windsurfing open weekend. 

The CaJ&hot Activity Centre has heen 
exclusively booked for Service personnel 
and their dependants on June 9-10, 

And, depending on Ihe weather, there 
will he instruction on the water using video 
analysis, rigging clinics and classroom work, 
with other instructors also on hand to help. 

Although aimed at improving technique, 
newcomers are also welcome, and suitable 
equipment will be available free of charge. 
There w ill be a range of demo equipment to 
try out. and overnight camping is available. 

For further details and to register your 
interest, contact Lt Cdr Simon Kingsbury 
on 9375 65834, or Lt Cdr Sieve Brunei! on 
93825 260(L 


Runners 

clinch 

western 

league 

AFTER a decade of trying, the 
Royal Navy Athletics Cluh has 
won the Westward League 
senior men’s cross country tro¬ 
phy, writes Lt Cdr Graeme 
Riley, 

The victory was sealed al 
Paignton, when a weakened leant 
- a number of key runners were in 
warm-weather training for the 
intcr-Services championship, fin¬ 
ished second to Exmouth 
I farriers. 

With the Exmouth fixture can¬ 
celled because of foot-and-mouth 
disease, The RN record of second 
places at St Austell. Redruth, 
Exeter and Paignton, plus a win at 
Bideford, were enough to secure 
the prize. 

Sean Child's seventh place al 
Paignton rounded off a good sea¬ 
son for 1 FT Childs, who took fifth 
place in the aggregate league plat¬ 
ings. 

Behind him were S/Ll Mike 
(Takes (16ih al Paignton), PO Boh 
Goulchcr (21st), Lt Cdr Ken 
Houlbcrg (26th) and Mark Bird 
(36th), 

The ladies also struck 
gold at Paignton, winning 
their first Westward League 
fixture. 

Lt Do Aheme (8fit) just edged 
out S/I l Carolyn Kenyon (9th) to 
he the first RN runner home, with 
Lt Linda Lawrence finishing I5lh, 
good enough lo put her 6ih in the 
overall rankings. The team fin¬ 
ished 4th in their first season in the 
league. 

Bob Chapman (civilian mem¬ 
ber), in an injury-ha season, lost 
out by a single point in the Vet 50 
category, scoring 398 points to the 
winner’s 399. 

But there was to be disappoint¬ 
ment for CpI Mark ('mandate, hot 
favourite for the intcr-Scrviccs 
men's title, when Ihe event was 
cancelled because of the foot-and- 
mouth crisis, 

Mark now turns his al tent ion to 
the London Marathon, where he 
hopes to improve on the Navy 
record he set last year. 

Cold challenge 

1 TIE RE ME Stallions are looking 
for anybody interested in training 
or playing ice hockey, and are also 
keen to find other Services, Corps 
or Regiments to play. 

Contact WU2 (AUMSf Pa lev 
on 9214 841 54711. 
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Rolls Royce help Navy swimmers to victory 



i Micky Nolan In full flight in the 50m butterfly. 


ROYAL Navy swimmers and 
water polo players struck gold 
in competitions at home and 
abroad, 

A nine-man swimming team, 
sponsored hy Rolls Royce, trav¬ 
elled to the butch Open National 
Masters event to lake on the best 
of Northern Europe. 

The 4x50m medley relay team 
missed the British record by less 
ihan a second, hut Nick Vaughan. 
Micky Nolan. Ian Hurhurst and 
Martin Crump smashed file British 


4 x50m freestyle relay lime by over 
half a second on the second day. 

The team bagged 16 gold, 17 sil¬ 
ver and three bronze medals - a 
tally of 36 out of 48 swims, and to 
round the event off, the Royal 
Navy was the team of the competi¬ 
tion. 

The squad is now preparing for 
the GB Long Course champi¬ 
onships in June, where they have 
their eyes on their 4x50m long 
course freestyle relay record* 

Meanwhile the RN water polo 


team won the Lady Richmond 
Brown challenge cup at the HMS 
Collingwood pool. 

Teams from Southampton 
University, Andover, Portsmouth. 
Bournemouth and Basingstoke 
were also in the hunt for honours, 
hut the Navy came up trumps in 
the final, heating the University 3- 
2 to take the trophy for the first 
time since 1987. to the delight of 
Commodore Davies. Commodore 
of HMS Coll (ngwood. and himself 
a Navy water polo team player. 


WITH the prospect of a new 
25-metre pool al HMS Heron, 
the RN Amateur Swimming 
Association decided to hold 
an inaugural Masters swim¬ 
ming competition, which was 
attended by civilian clubs 
from as far afield as Oxford. 

The Navy fielded an 
extremely strong side of both 
serving and retired Service 
personnel, and competition 
was light - three Navy swim¬ 
mers finished one race with 
identical times, and had to be 
split by the judges. 

It was also a chance for 
arch-rivals Commodores Peter 
Davies (HMS Collingwood) 
and Laurie Brokenshire (HMS 
Raleigh) to compete again, 
and the RN also put up a four- 
man relay team in the 160-199 
total age category - two com¬ 
modores and two comman¬ 
ders. 

Commodore Davies, as 
Chairman of the RNASA, also 
had the privilege of presenting 
the overall winning team tro¬ 
phy to his own side. 




















































• The Commanding Officer of 
RNAS Yeovilton, Commodore 
Richard Clapp officially opens 
the air station s new climbing 
wait by cutting a ribbon half¬ 
way up. He then impressed the 
crowd by completing the 
ascent . 


Luck of the Irish 

HMS COLLINGWOOD boxer Mo Monition had the 
fuck of the Irish when he fought at the RN Cup box¬ 
ing championships. 

Not only did DM Morrison take the Navy novice 
bantamweight title, but he also won the RN/RM 
Sports Lottery, scooping £4,500 from the boxing 
show's main sponsor 

Mo intends to use the money to help pay off his 
grandmothers mortgage - to thank her for being 
his main guardian and raising him through child¬ 
hood. 


Women lead 
in cricket 



NAVY women arc i a king a lead 
in redeveloping the spon in the 
Services. 

Royal Navy women's cricket 
was reintroduced in February 
last year after an absence of 35 
years, yielding a squad of 
around 16 ranging from begin¬ 
ners to those with a little experi¬ 
ence, 

initially, eagerness and com¬ 
mitment was a substitute for 
skill and knowledge, but by the 
end of their first season there 
was a marked improvement - a 
credit to the professional coach¬ 
ing skills applied. 

Women's cricket is now an 
established element of the RN 
Cricket Club, and eight fixtures 
are planned for this season, 
i lid tiding matches against the 
Hampshire U19* at the Nursery 


ONE ATHLETE in the London Marathon will 
stand out from the others - he will be wearing a ship. 

WTR John McGowan will run the race, on April 
22, in full tropical kit* carrying a mock-up of a ship. 

John is raising money for the Col Death Society, 
the HCPT foundation and the Submarine 
Centennial Fund. Send donations, payable to *JC 
McGowan', to John at the UPO, HMS Neptune, 
HMNB Clyde, tel 93255 6881, or 07949 181550, c- 
mail on Navy intranets to HMS NEPTUNE-WTRNG, 




Fearless on tour 


TEAMS from HMS Fearless undertook a sports 
tour of their affiliated town of Scarborough. 

The tour is the highlight of the amphibious 
assault ship's sporting calendar, and across the 
various sports the honours were shared. 

The ship's golf team beat the Northciiff team 
3-2, but lost by the same margin to Southcltff. 

Fearless won both football matches, beating 
the Town Hall 5-2 and Scarborough Police 3-1, 
but lost the hockey 4-0 to the town side, and the 
rugby team similarly slipped to defeat by 17-15. 


Ship ahoy 


Ground in Southampton and 
ihc MCC Ladies at Burnaby 
Road. 

Now the Navy has 
approached [he Army ;Ind RAF 
to canvas support for women's 
cricket in liieir Services* with a 
view to holding an inier-Scrviccs 
championship in 2002. Neither 
the Army or RAF has a women's 
[cam at present. 

If you are interested in join¬ 
ing the RN squad, contact Lt 
fdr Fiona Fawcett, RNWCC 
chairman, on 93835 4246 or 
4958, Li Phillipu Sargent on 
93843 2482* or Lt Cdr David 
Cooke, on 938(1 23741. 

Carriers test 
new pitch 

TEAMS from two aircraft car¬ 
riers battled it out lo the first 
hockey match to be played 
on the new water-based 
pitch at Burnaby Road. 

Umpired by the Royal 
Navy's Hockey Association 
secretary, Lt Cdr Alan 
Walker, and CPO Keith 
Crockett of CFM, the game 
saw HMS Illustrious beat 
HMS Invincible 3-1, with 
goals from CPO Smith, PO 
Crabtree and MEM BurJing- 
ham doing the damage. 


Classic 
car rally 
tours 
France 

A RETIRED submarine engi¬ 
neer officer has had his entry 
accepted for this year s run¬ 
ning of the prestigious French 
classic car rally, the Tour Auto. 

Cdr Horn Sloan will be driving 
his ex-works 1974 Porsche Carrera 
RS 3,0. which was entered for the 
1975 Lc Mans 24-hour race. 

The car will be eo-driven by a 
fellow member of the Porsche 
Club of Great Britain. 

The rally attracts a glittering 
array of Fcrraris, Porsche*, 
Ligicrs, Mamts and similar cars 
with genuine racing histories. 

Scrutineer my lakes place on 
Monday, April 9, opposite the 
Eiffel Tower in Paris. 

The rally starts in earnest the 
following day and lakes in 
Monllhery* l jc Mans i short cir¬ 
cuit), and a number of other cir¬ 
cuits and hill-climbs before it fin¬ 
ishes in Nice on [he following 
Saturday. 

Cdr Sloan has organised for the 
ear to carry the Submarine 
Service's centenary logo through¬ 
out the rally. 

Best trip of all 

Lt Ian Undsay, of RNAS 
Yeovil ton Air Traffic Control, has 
been awarded the Naval Air 
Adventure Training Trophy for the 
best expedition of 2IHNI - a cross 
country ski trip in Germany and 
Austria. 



• The HMS Sultan pack prepares to drive during the Portsmouth Area rugby union cup final which 
HMS Cotiingwood won 39-10. The winners had already beaten Heron 19-5 and Excellent 28-7 to reach 
the final white Sultan beat Dryad 28-5 in the semi-final p**™- la(PHOT) a*™ hu&vs (hms smtan) 


Navy wins when 
it really matters 


INDIFFERENT results in the run¬ 
up to the in ter-Services competi¬ 
tion failed to pul off the Navy's 
footballers, who came gtKid when 
it counted against the Army, writes 
Ij Crfriffw Vasty. 

Injuries and absences forced RN 
team coach CPU FT Neil Frame 
(Warrior) to come out of retire¬ 
ment and join some newcomers in 
the side to play the Civil Service. 

Hie Navy took the lead with a 
23rd minute penalty, but found 
themselves 2-1 down at half-time. 

As the Navy pushed forward in 
the second half, the civilians found 
the gaps to score twice more for a 
4-1 win. 

A penalty shoot-out decided the 
Commodore Ferries Cup for the 
ihird year running, hut this lime 
the Navy' ended up losing, having 
shut out the lively Guernsey attack 
and survived the sending-off of 
LA EM John Delahaye after SO 
minutes. 

In the return game, two days 
later, a weakened Navy team 
notched an easy win* despite 
falling behind al the start. 


The Dark Blues were level on IK 
minutes and 4-1 up at half-time, 
and ended 6-2 winners. 

The final warm-up before the 
inter-Scrvices was abandoned at 
half-time with the Navy 2-0 up on 
the Metropolitan Police, 

The Army match had to be 
switched to HMS Drake from 
Plymouth Argyle's Home Park 
ground when a downpour water¬ 
logged the pitch. 

In heavy conditions, the visitors 
went ahead after eight minutes* by 
which time both sides had missed 
chances. 

An entertaining first half of end- 
to-end football ended with just the 
single goal separating the sides* hut 
it took only three minutes after the 
break for* the Navy to equalise, 
lerry Price converting a corner. 

As the Navy applied pressure, 
the Army sluried to give ground, 
and the home side broke through 
in the 73rd minute when Steve 
Riley slotted home a penally 
rebound* 

With the Army having been 
reduced to ten men in the incident 


that brought the penalty, the Dark 
Blues were in the ascendancy, and 
made certain of the Mercury Cup 
with five minutes left through 
Fraser Ouirke. 

• The Royal Navy Youth regis¬ 
tered their* second consecutive 
inter-Scrvices win by healing their 
Army counterparts at Aldershot, 

In a dour, physical encounter, 
the Navy look the lead midway 
through the First half* OMAW 
Colville scoring* and as things got 
scrappy the midfield* led by 
Michael Preston* protected the 
lead superbly. 

As the Army pressed forward in 
the latter stages of the second peri¬ 
od the Navy caught them on the 
break* WI-A Watdmn stoning 
home after a defensive mix-up* 

■ The Royal Marines were briefly 
in the spotlight before the 
Worthington Cup final al the 
Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. 
Members of 40 Cdo showed their 
skill al abseiling, removed decora¬ 
tive football discs from the pitch* 
and escorted the eup at the final 
whistle* 
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wlO Squadron to disband after 64 years 


A ROYAL Naval air squadron which 
has a 64-year history, including 
Battle Honours in World War il and 
Korea, is to decommission at the 
end of July. 

With the introduction of the Merlin 
helicopter, the task of training aircrew in 
Sea King anti-submarine warfare is 
coming to an end for 310 Squadron 
based at RN air station Cu Id rose. 


That role will be taken over by 814 
Naval Air Squadron equipped with 
Merlins, with residual Sea King training 
being conducted by 771 NAS. 

First formed in 1937, 810 Squadron 
flew Swordfish torpedo oomoers and 
then Barracuda aircraft during World 
War II, taking part in the Norwegian cam¬ 
paign , the hunt for the Bismarck, 
Mediterranean raids and the bombing of 


Sabang in Sumatra and of the Andaman 
'stands in 1944. 

During the Korean War 810 flew 
Firefly strike aircraft achieving 3.446 
sorties and in 1950 winning the Fleet Air 
Arm s prestigious Boyd Trophy In 1956 
ihe squadron, embarked n HMS 
Bulwark with Sea Hawk fighters, took 
part in the Suez operation. 

Disbanded in 1960. 810 was reformed 


in 1983 to conduct its current tasK. 

A normal decommissioning parade 
followed by an informal all-ranks social 
function wilt be held on July 26 at 
Cuidrose. All previous squadron per¬ 
sonnel and families are invited and 
should apply to LI Cdr A, 3. Murray 
Decommissioning Officer 810 NAS 
RNAS Cutdrose Helston. Cornwall 
TR12 7RH. 


Sub refit 
complex 
‘must be 
on time’ 


THE NAVY Board, led by 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Nigel Essenhigh, have visited 
Devonport to check on the 
progress of a project to 
vipgrade submarine refitting 
and refuelling facilities. 

D154 Project is to be completed 
hy next year, in lime fur HMS 
Vanguards long overhaul period 
involving nuclear refuelling. 

The first phase uf the scheme, 
the opening of Dock 15 after a 
large upgrade to withstand earth¬ 
quakes. was completed in June 
im ready for the refit of HMS 
Trench ant. 

Admiral Essen high said the 
facilities arc vital to maintain the 
UK strategic nuclear deterrent, 
provided hy the four Vanguard- 
class boats, and therefore must lie 
ready on time. 

After a close look at how work 
is progressing, Admiral Rssenhigh 
said he was impressed by the com¬ 
mitment shown and the achieve¬ 
ments so far. 

"There will he difficulties and 
setbacks - there always are in pro¬ 
jects of this size and complexity - 
hut I am fully satisfied there is the 
will and capacity in the team to 
achieve completion on time." he 
said. 

Gloucester on 
her way East 

HMS GLOUCESTER left from 
Portsmouth on March 19 for a 
seven month deployment which 
will take her half way round ihe 
world on a series of defence tasks, 
military sales exhibitions and 
diplomatic visits. 

The destroyer's first ports of 
call were to be Gibraltar and Crete 
and as the ship makes passage for 
Suez a service of remembrance 
will be held over the wreck of the 
ninth HMS Gloucester, a cruiser 
sunk bv air attack during World 
War II. 

After passing through the Suez 
Canal the type 42 destroyer will 
spend two mon t hs ca 11! ng on 
India. Singapore* the Malaysian 
stale of Sabah, Brunei and Sri 
Lanka. 

Joint training to 
start for divers 

FOR THE first time in over 4(1 
years, RN and Royal Engineers 
divers are to train together from 
Vpril 2.V Although the Defence 
Diving School at Porismonth lias 
been m existence since 1995, the 
RN and RL have remained sepa¬ 
rate in two different training 
wings. 


SUPER-TOMAHAWK 


Leased warships 
to patrol fisheries 


FOB THE first time in 
recent years the Ministry 
of Defence plans to oper¬ 
ate warships on lease. 

The three Fit in re Offshore 
Patrol Vessels (FOPVs). for 
which Vusper Thomycroft is 
the preferred bidder, are 
expected to enter service next 
year on a five-year renewable 
lease from the company. 

The ground-breaking scheme. 
ii n tiou nee d by Pro c u rem ent 
Minister Baroness Symons, will 
provide the Royal Navy's Fishery 
Protection Squadron with three 
ships which arc much bigger and 
better than the five Island-class 
vessels they arc designed to 
replace 

MOD reckons that it wilt save 
£10 million a year hy operating the 



• 4 model of the Future Offshore 
Petrol Vessel - digger and better 
than its predecessors. 


FOR Vs iwicc as many days of the 
year, with fewer people manning 
ihe vessels in rotation. 

At L677 tonnes they will he 
much larger than the 1260-Ionne 
Island ships. Their ships' compa¬ 
nies will be smaller - about 30 
drawn from a pool of 45 for each 


HMS Albion goes 
down the slipway 



BRITAIN'S new amphibious assault ship. HMS Albion, is sent 
down the slipway at Barrow-in-Furness. The Princess Royal 
launched her at BAE Systems shipyard on March 9, Albion will 
enter service in a year's time, replacing HMS Fearless. A second 
assault ship. HMS Bulwark, is due to be launched in December. 

Picture LA(PHQT) Niger St^rtSCP 


■ From page 1 

capsule can be brought back inboard 
for re-use while a rocket motor 
launches the missile into the air in 


770028 


167078 


04 


the normal way. A turbo-fun engine 
then lakes over, allowing the sub¬ 
sonic weapon Hi cruise to ils target ;L I 
over SOU knots, 

Capi John Kirkpatrick, head of 
the Tomahawk IFF at the Defence 
Procurement Agency in Bristol, 
believes that the breakthrough will 
give Britain a cost-effective opportu¬ 
nity to purchase the Block IV mis¬ 
siles which arc due to enter service in 
America in 2fXl3. 

In the meantime, Britain's 
Tomahawk capability will In: main¬ 
tained by HM submarines Splendid, 
Triumph - aiul Trafalgar which is due 


to complete her first test tiring in the 
summer on cumplelitiun of repairs 
in Devonport, 

Four further Heel submarines arc 
currently being filled with Block II) 
TLAM, hin ihe final two Trafalgar- 
class SSNs and the Astute-class sub¬ 
marines which replace the Swiftsurc 
boats could receive the dual Block 
11J and Block IV-eapahle weapon 
control system as standard by 2005. 

'I act lea I Tomahawk could then he 
back-fitted to the original five Tclass 
SSNs allowing the vessels to launch 
both Block 111 and Block IV missiles. 

Although the plan depends on the 


ship - and accommodation will be 
he tier with single cabins for offi¬ 
cers and senior rales and two-herih 
cabins for others. 

The method of crew rotation to 
keep ships at sea for longer was 
pioneered hy the ocean survey ship 
IIMS Scott. 


Aggies to 
close in 
Plymouth 


A DEVONPORT landmark 
that lias provided Naval wel¬ 
fare for the pasi 125 years is to 
finally close its doors. 

Aggies' - the Royal Sailors’ 
Rest in Albert Road - will wind up 
at the end of June because of 
declining use and high running 
costs. 

Aggies at Portsmouth closed in 
June 1999 to be replaced by a 
nearby drop-in facility and creche. 
The closures reflect changes in the 
needs of sailors since the RSR was 
ftiuTided by philanthropist Dame 
Agnes Weston in IH76. 

RSR Chief Executive, the Rev 
Jonathan Martin, told jVJw News 
that the Devonport closure would 
release resourees to be used mure 
effectively tor members of the 
Navy and Royal Marincv 

Rcst centres at Gosport and 
Helensburgh were well used and 
would remain. 

To replace Aggies in Plymouth, 
a drop-in centre is being devel¬ 
oped at HMS Drake, and there 
are cybercafe "homes from home" 
at RN air station Culdrosc and the 
Commando Training Centre 
Lympsione. 

It is expected that further chap¬ 
laincy support workers will he 
appointed to West Country estab¬ 
lishments. 


fruition of funding talks between the 
UK and the USA, the Tima hawk 
Implementation Team believes that 
all ten Rtiyal Navy submarines could 
be fitted with a torpedo-tube launch 
capability for a fraction of the price 
of a single, vertical-launch system, 

I Luge savings could also be made 
on the procurement of the weapons 
themselves, with Block IV missiles 
expected to cost about L525JKH) as 
opposed to £H£Jf MKK) for the original 
Block 111 TLA Ms and the £1.1 mil¬ 
lion unit cost of converting older 
missiles to replace Them. 


All accommodation will have en- 
5iiilc facilities and is designed Tor 
male and female personnel. 

The first FOPV is due to enter 
service in September next year with 
the following two being ready ul 
six-monthly intervals, 

At the end of their five-year 
lease from VT, MOD wall have ihe 
option to extend the arrangements 
for a further five years, buy the 
ships outright or return them Ur 
Vos per. 

All three will be built at the com¬ 
pany's shipyard at Woo 1st on, 
Southampton and will safeguard 
about 45t) jobs, 

MOD secs the selection of VT 
as preferred bidder for the contract 
as an example of Smart Acquisition 
in act ion. 

At present fishery protection is 
carried out by the Island-class ves¬ 
sels HM ships Alderney, Anglesey* 
Guernsey, Lmdisfarne " and 
.Shetland — all purpose built in 
1975-79 - with two larger Castle- 
class patrol vessels and up to four 
Hunt-daiK minehumers. 


u’H’H’, navy news. co. uk 

Ban over 
foot and 
mouth 
takes RM 
Reserves 
to America 

ABOUT HM) Royal Marines 
reservists whose deployment 
to Norway was prevented by 
foot-and-mouth restrictions 
there found themselves doing 
their training in California 
instead. 

They were due to join other 
British forces, including 42 Cdo. 
taking pari in the NATO exercise 
Joint Winter 2001. But the 
Norwegian authorities imposed 
restrictions on entry to the country 
by those who had left UK and 
other affected European countries 
after the foot-and-mouth out¬ 
break. 

The RMR men were flown to 
California where the snow-cov¬ 
ered hills offer a suitable environ¬ 
ment for ski training, 

Norwegian restrictions also 
meant that the carrier HMS 
Invincible could not exercise her 
role as a helicopter landing plat¬ 
form there. Instead, she embarked 
a company group of 42 Cdo and 
carried out the planned exercise in 
northern Scotland. 

Meanwhile, in the UK, all non- 
essential military' training on pri¬ 
vate land and military land has 
been suspended as a result of the 
foot-and-mouth outbreak. 

New Royals 
chief at helm 

NEW Commandant General of 
Ihe Royal Marines is Maj Gen 
Robert Fry, who succeeded Maj 
Gen Robert Fulton in a ceremony 
held at the Commando Training 
Centre, Lympstone on March 16. 

General Fry joined the Corps in 
1973 and is a former Chief of Staff 
of 3 Commando Brigade and a 
former Commanding Officer of 45 
Cdo. In 1997, as a Brigadier, he 
became Director Naval Staff at 
the time of the Strategic Defence 
Review, and in 1999 commanded 
3 Cdo Bdc during its deployment 
In Kosovo where he was also com¬ 
mander of the Multi National 
Brigade (Centre), 


DON'T FORGET ! 


ARMY v NAVY 

Saturday 5 May 2001 
at Twickenham 
Kick off 3pm 

Tickets 

£12.50 adults, £5.00 children and OAPs 
Discounts for families and schools 

BOOKING HOTLINE 

0870 4446633 

www.navyruqbyunion.co.uk 

Willis 


Sponsored by 


The Risk Practice 


Published hy Navy News, HMS Nelson. Portsmouth, and ponied by Portsmouth Publishing and Printing Ltd, The Mews Centre, Htisea. Portsmouth, F02 9SX 
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Can you find 12 sea animals from 
the wordsquare below? 


I) Lobster 
3) Shark 

5) Octopus 
7) Otter 
9) Jellyfish 

II) Eel 


2) Plaice 
4) Crab 
6) Pike 
8) Seahorse 
10) Whale 
12) Dogfish 


For more information on the above attractions please 
telephone 01202 440022 


Do you know - 


why we give 
Easter Eggs? 


Susie was curious why Eggs are so important 
at Easter. She asked Bert the beck Hand to 
find out. He looked it up in Bert's Big Book. 
This is what it said. 


When you have completed your Word Square send your completed entry to: 
“The Gangplank Club” HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants P01 3HH 

Name: . Age: . DOB: .. 

Address: . Postcode: . 

Closing dcjro /or ^nirtes — Msiy 41h 2UU I 

The judges decision is final. Employees and retakes of Navy News are ineligible to enter. Sorry we cannot return your entry 


Options 


GANG ft 


ii 

A 




SEE ACTION. WEJ.COM 
SEE PAGEANTRY, HOME FT 
SEE POWER Ail. THE 


It be that there Easter 
time again and I be 
mooring me ship alongside 
for yonder holiday, 

I be asking me crew all about 
those there chocolate eggs. 
They found out some tasty 
chocolate facts and ye can 
read about them in this 'ere 
special Easter edition. 

I be taking me big hat off to 
that young slip of a girl Ellen. 
She be doing more sailing in 
just a few months than I be 
doing all me life! Ye can read 
all about her on this ere 
page! 

Me crew and I will be back on 
the high seas again soon so 
don't ye forget to keep 
writing to us! We be getting 
pretty lonely at sea and we 
like to know what ye 
landlubbers are a doing!! 

Have a happy Easter all of ye! 


See all this at the 2001 Chatham 
Navy Daysl Set in the Historic 
Dockyard in Chatham the three-day 
event looks set to be a great one! 

There'll be no less than 11 warships, two major 
military bands and a huge amount of displays! 
From across the seas there will be a Belgian 
Coastal Recovery Tug and a Dutch Oceanographic 
Research Ship. 

To send everyone off home in marching mood 
there'll be a Tattoo every night, with a 
Fireworks Finale! 

PS. Jack and Susie have found out there'll be 
lots of things for kids to do, including the 
Nestle Fun Bus and a "have-a-go" radio studio 
from BBC Radio Kent! 


Ellen plans to sail 
Kingf isher again, as soon 
as she can. Next time 
though, she may have a 
few crew to help her. 

If you want to send a 
big well done to Ellen 
then you can e-mail her 
at ellen@kmgfisher 
challenges com or write 
to Captain Plank at Navy 
News and he will give 
her your letters. 


GANG PI 


CREW 


Captain Plank and all the crew 
were delighted to be in 
Southampton's Ocean Village 
recently, to welcome home the 
amazing sailor._ 

ELLEN MACARTHUR 


Ellen: I'm looking 
forward to spending 
time with my friends 
and family, and seeing 
my dog Mac! 

Ellen's yacht was called 
Kingfisher. Ellen got so 
attached to the yacht 
that when she finished 
the race she gave it a 
big kiss - right on the 
bow! 


Captain Plank has met Ellen lots o 
times on his travels and thinks sh 
incredible. She's only 24, but she 
managed to go round the world in a 
60ft racing yacht all by herself. Not 
only that she beat a whole lot of 
other top sailors and came second in 
the Vendee Globe race! 


Ellen met many dangers on her 
24,000-mile journey around the 
world. She even came face to face 
with an iceberg in the Southern 
Ocean. She spent time mending 
damage to her boat and had to climb 
up her mast in huge winds and seas. 


Captain Plank asked Ellen what she is 
looking forward to now: 


w taaeatiirv see Power 


26 th , 27 ,h & 28 th MAY 2001 

WE HAVE TEN FAMILY 
TICKETS TO GIVE AWAY 
TO LUCKY 

‘GangPtenk’ MEMBERS 

Send a postcard marked 
‘Chatham’ to 

The GangPlank Club, Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, Queen 
Street, Portsmouth P01 3HH 

The FIRST TEN ^2 
received will be V 
the lucky ones! 

Cric-dug dtlt Itii ouliitt p/v rfi 

Ulilitey <:(!(! 1 cafe. 

The Editors decision is final. LlLMT 

Relatives A employees of 

Navy News are ineligible. CHATHAM 


s - 

Eggs at Easter 

The custom of giving eggs at Easter is 
very old. 

People have been celebrating the coming of 
Spring since Roman times. Spring is all about 
things being born and the egg is the symbol 
of birth. In this country we celebrate the 
Christian festival of Easter when we 
remember how Jesus died and then rose 
from the dead. This is another story of 
birth and the egg has become a symbol for 
our Easter celebrations. 

Even if you don't celebrate the Christian 
festival Easter it is still a time to welcome 
the end of Winter and look forward to all 
the new lives that will be born in the Spring. 


KM ( I :/ I I iVvfv'i NAVY DAYS 
26 th , 27 th & 28 th MAY 2001 
10am to 5.15pm Each Day 

Tickets Adults £8.00 Child £3.00 Family Ticket £15.00 
TATTOOS - Gates Open 6.00pm Tattoo 7.30pm - 9.00pm 
Ticket Prices £5.00 

• For further information • 

<■ Mioiif 01034 823800 1 
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Options 


Get all your family to join in with the answers. You 
could offer mini egg rewards for the person with the 
most correct answers!® 

(Answers or The bottom of this page) 


1. Which bird fays the largest egg? 

2. What is a young hare called? 

3. Which company makes £reme eggs? 

4. In America at Easter they play egg roiling on the 
lawns of a very famous house called the 

White House, Who lives there? 

5. What bean is used to make chocolate? 

6. What is the Friday before Easter Sunday called? 

7. What special buns do we eat on that Friday^ 

8* What yellow flower do we think of at Easter? 

9, What tree do we think of on the 
Sunday before Easter? 

10. What do you call a female chicken? 


WORD SCRAMBLE 


Bert the Deck Hand was on deck making a list of songs, 
films and stories that would be fun to hear, see and 
read during the Easter holidays. 

Just then a huge wave washed over the bow and the list 
got smudged. Can you help Bert unscramble his words? 
He's given you some dues. (Answers at the bottom of the page). 





Berts 

Brilliant 

Easter 

Read!! 


A film that "lays" 
a brill plot and fasti 

Nur nekerhe 


A story about a 
very shiny, precious 
*99 

Geg het nedolg 


A Beatrix Potter 
favourite 


Tibbar terep 


A 


song that Grown-ups 
flap about to and 
everyone groans! 

iedrib het gons 


Bert the Deck Hand loves books and this month he's 
reading a very exciting new one It's called Ice Trap! Its 
all about the famous explorer Ernest Shackleton and his 
amazing journey into Antarctica on board the ship 
Endurance, 


The writer, Meredith Hooper, has actually been to 
Antarctica and she realfy brings the story of the brave 
crew's rescue from the dangerous and icy conditions 
alive! The pictures are really cool and there are 
excellent maps showing where everything happened, Bert 
thinks anyone who loves adventure will love this book! 

Ice Trap! Shackleton's Incredible Expedition - Meredith 
Hooper. MR Robertson, Published by Frances Lincoln 
€10.99 


www.navynews. co * uk 



This year why not create an 
Easter mosaic. You can use 
a material that's always 
around at Easter - Egg 
shells! 

All you need are a few clean 
eggshells, glue, some poster 
paint, brushes, water and 
some thick drawing paper. 

First decide what's going to 


be in your picture - haw 
about a giant Easter Egg? 
Draw the outline. If you're 
going to have a big bow 
round the middle, draw this 
in first. 

Then crush your eggshells 
so that you have pieces 
that are about l-2cm wide 
- it's good if they are all 
different shapes Now glue 


the eggshell pieces on the 
paper in whatever pattern 
you like to fill in the outline 
of your picture. 

When you have got a good 
pattern, mix up your poster 
paints and paint over the 
eggshells. You can use lots 
of different colours to give 
it a real mosaic look. You 
can paint or colour the bow. 


or even glue on a real bow 
to give even more texture. 

You should end up with a 
very unusual Easter picture* 
What a nice present for 
Mum or Dad! 

PS if you like dyeing your 
eggs for Easter Day you 
can make a great picture 
f rom the dyed eggshells!! 


Indoor Egg Rolling! 


Top Choc Facts! 

It wilt soon be time to tuck into loads of yummy 
Easter Eggs, but have you ever wondered how 
they're made and what chocolate really is? Well 
here's all you need to know! 


1, Chocolate is made 
from the cocoa bean, this 
bean comes from a tropical 
tree called 
Theobroma cacao. 

2, When the bean was 
first discovered it was 
used to make a Drinking 
Chocolate, This was very 
popular with business men 
who used to drink it in 
trendy "cocoa- 
houses" in the 
1600 s 

3, To make 
chocolate the 
bean is pressed. 

Sugar and fats 
are then added to 
form a delicious treat* 

4, The first person to 
moke a chocolate bar was 
Joseph Fry. He did this 
way back in the 1700's. 

5, Mr Henri Nestle, 
(recognise the name?), 
developed a really sweet 
sticky milk called 
condensed milk. This was 
added to Mr Fry's 
chocolate to make milk 



chocolate - clever Stuff eh? 

6. The f irst Easter eggs 

were made of dark 
chocolate and were whole 
shells' rather than the half 
shells we get today. 

7 In 1955 Cadbury’s 
installed the first fully 
automatic chocolate egg 
machines, 

8. The latest Creme 
egg machine at 
Bournville is 
controlled by 
computer and can 
produce up to - wait 
for it! - 1100 eggs 
per MINUTE!! 

9. The man who started 
to make the packages for 
Easter Eggs was actually 
working on a carton for a 
light bulb! His name was 
William T Horry, 

10. In a typical year we 
spend £150 million pounds 
on shell eggs, £70 million 
pounds on creme eggs and 
£30 million pounds on mini 
eggs. Pretty sickly sums! 


Egg Rolling is a very 
popular tradition at Easter. 

But what happens if you 
haven't got a Kill near you? 

Well - you can play Indoor 
Egg Roiling and you don't 
need a hill. 

So, what do you need? 

- A large sheet of white 
paper - a length of old 
wallpaper will do 

* Pens, pencils and ruler 

- Old Easter cards or 
Easter boxes with pictures 
of Eggs. 

- A dice 

- Some prizes, mini or 
creme eggs are good. 

What you do — 

p The paper is going to be 
the pretend hill so you 
could decorate with grass 
and flowers if you want to! 

* Divide the paper up 
lengthways into straight 
paths, you will need a path 
for every person wanting 
to play, 

* Mark off each path into 
at least 24 sections, 

“ Then you need enough 
card egg shapes for each 
player, either cut them out 
of an Easter Egg box or 
from an old card. Each 
person puts their shape on 
the start line and the 
rolling can begin. 



How do you moke a Teddy 
bear? 

...Take off its clothes! 

Doctorl Doctor! Tm becoming 
invisible!.. 

Yes. I con see that your 
not all there. 

Why did the Orange stop 
rolling down the hill?... 
..Because ft ran out of 
Juice, 

My dog saw a sign that said 
‘Wet Paint 
So it did. 

Which famous painter always 
had a cold?.. 

.♦.Vincent Van Cough. 


p The first person rolls the 
dice and counts f orward 
their egg on the spaces. 
Play goes on until the f irst 
person reaches the end and 
claims the chocolate egg 
prize* 


Start 
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FINISH! 
YUM YUM! 


J okes! 

Why did the idiot bury his 
cor?.,, 

...Someone told him it had a 
dead battery. 

Doctor, Doctor, After the 
operation will I be able to 
play the piano? „ 

♦.♦Of course you will Mr 
Smith],. 

..Great! Because I couldn't 
before! 

Where's the best place to 
find diamonds?.. 

Jtn a pack of cards! 

Thanks to Emma Westcott, 
Katie Wingrove and Penny 
Hughes for these cool jokes. 



Q IZ 

AN VVERS! 

Check and see if 
you got them all 
right! 

Great Easter Quiz 
answers: 

1 Ostrich, 2. Leveret 
3 Cadbury, 4. President of the 
United States. 

5. Cocoa. 6. Goad Friday, 7. Hot 
Cross Buns. 8, Doff odd, 
9.Polm Tret. IQ. Hen 


Bert's Word 
Starch Answers 

Chicken Run; The Birdie Song 
The Golden Egg: Peter Rabbit 

Its the blue path* 
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EASTER - RECIPE 



Easter Hedgerow Gems 


If you wont to try more yummy recipes why not log on to www.coakwithlyle.co.uk, For a 
free recipe booklet write to Lyle’s Junior Cooks Club Wembership/Cooking with Lyle 
Booklet Offer, PO Box 100, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 6FB, You'll need to send a self- 
addressed envelope with a 41p-stamp and include your name and date of birth. 


u 


“Paster F 


■ 6 Difficulty ftalircj 

Ingredient!ipment 

* I 5 O 9 /&OX of ecoklflg 

ctacshitf 

■ 5%.'co 2 toner or murine 

■ 1OQ9/40; Tijtt i Lyk £c*ng 

Sajpt fifttd 

■ Vtotfa <»f5PfiCt 

* Trite 1 Lvk Fundi*; 
Op* Sugar 

* &d^ible fo c4 taieurmg 

* i Shrd^d Wheat & ether 

threaded tewed 

■ ■& ECDCJ' ■Ji*2 COSti 


Method 

1 *Wt 5QQ|/4oi tf the chocolate * 
bosd wt* a s<8iC€Mn of iinvwerirsg 
*Ctff, SfFT 0 WOTtffTi jfpwr. 

2,Utifig a, pwtiry brush, p©iti mtHte of 
the :ok ;4itt with thick tayt- of 
irveHed chocatett Lee** ro awl urtfi! 

Tj^n pout ofl&?h*r bftr until 
■to chocolate ti Ihtk 


j v,dt butter or mongortfle ore 
remain rig (hocok ?0 K ‘ UOvK-Opoft over 
iow heot if. icing Sugar and vcrulk? 
essence. ¥■* tweP end teove to coc? 

4 Rem$*e p<ip*jr ccdffts frotr i*t 
chocoiatt cr4 spoon ehocolcte enrom 

■**& checokrt* cups 

5 Oecorate CEsch cup «f>rn (set 
be low) ono tprvftkje 13 Jittlt tcrt&S 
ground the t? t*tdte a «3T 


To moke eggs 

\ Wiijf To+e A Lyle Foroort Icw^ 
sccordnv; to pack irffitrutflpni 

2 icixod sjertty craJ dhftdt (pie three 
even pieces 

3 Knead a fiitte ed&k *3*d efiburinj 
fSoc'ti jnete and *cj^- nftto egq shepei 

4 Leave to ftt for i-2 hourf 



Easter - Crepe Paper Dye 


Are you just Dye-ing to 
make eggs look different 
for Easter day? 

Well, here's a good way to 
produce colourful eggs to 
display at Easter. 

You will need: 

Different colour crepe 
paper ; hot water ; small 
bowls or cups ; slotted 
spoon ; cooking oil; soft 
cloth 

* Soak crepe paper in 
hot water in individual 
bowls or cups for each 


colour. 

Add eggs and allow 
them to sit in water 
until the desired colour 
is achieved. 

- Remove with slotted 
spoon and allow them 
to dry. 

Polish with small 
amount of cooking oil 
and a soft cloth. 

PS, It s best not to use 
this method if you're 
intending to eot the eggs. 


Easter 

Book 

Review 


Wicked but nice!! 

Jack loves mobile phones 
but Captam Plank won't let 
him use one on board! So, 
for special messages 
Technocat Jets Jack 
borrow the ship s mobile. 

As the ship is now back at 
sea Jack has been catching 
up on his reading. 
Technocat showed him a 
great little book about 
Texting on mobile phones 
and rn e-mails 1 
It's called 41 The WICKED 
book of TXT TLK", It's 
small enough to fit in your 
pocket and inside are all 
the short cuts to talking 
fast in text messages! 

Jack reckons it's pretty 
cool and only costs £199, 
well within a pocket money 
budget! 


Easter - Bunny 


Can you help the Easter Bunny find the carrot? One of 
these paths will lead him straight to the carrot. But what 
colour is it? (Answer on the left) 


WIN A MEGABOWL 'BOWL OVER' 



BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR YOU AND UP TO NINE OF 
YOUR FRIENDS AND A SENSATIONAL BUMPER 
PRIZE PACK OF CHUPA CHUPS GOODIES 

Just answer the question 
below and MEGABOWL will 
make sure Your next birthday 
will be the best ever- 

This Easter half term from Saturday 
7th April until Saturday 14th April 
2001 it's qOOP EGG WEEK' ALL 
week at your local MEGABOWL 
raising money for local charities. 


Your prize will include one hour's bowling and shoe hire, a choice 
from the delicious MEGABOWL party menu, a special birthday card 
with a photograph of your guests, a gift for you and all your guests. 
You wilt also receive a free game voucher, invitations for your party 
plus a bumper bundle of goodies from Chupa Chops. 

QUESTION: Whafs the name of the week during Easter that 
MEGABOWL will be giving out tenpin bowling free game 
vouchers and donating eggs to charity? 

Send your answer with your name & 
address on a postcard to: 

'MEGABOWL COMP' 

The Gangplank Club, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 

Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Closing date for entries 
- 4th May 2001 

The Editors decision is final. Relatives and 
employees of Navy News are ineligible. 


Easter - 
Greenfingers 

Spring is sprung! 

"Come on all you schools 
and youth groups - get 
digging!". 

That's what TV Gardner 
Alan Titchmarsh said when 
he told Susie about art 
exciting national Gardening 
competition. 

It's no ordinary gardening! 
This is called the 
Sreenfingers CHALLENGE 
2001 . 

The Challenge gives groups 
of young people the chance 
to get together and create 
same awesome gardens or 
amazing wildlife areas. 

It's ideal for schools or 
youth groups. 

It’s being organised by 
Tidy Britain &roup and the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 
For an info pack ring 0800 
783 7838 or write tc 


G re enf i ngers Cha I lenge, 
The Pier, Wigan, WN3 4BR 




Wt the new *TnsJf of Thd KtofS* jp themed a mma I experience, which 
enables families to get 'up do»e and personal' with one of the biggest gorilla 
families in Europe- Cheasingtcm% new themed animal endosurcs albw you U> 
get closer to the real thing than you would have believed possible with huge 
viewing windows providing an "up close experience for the visitor. 

If you've always longed lo witness goriftas in your midst them you won't be 
disappointed with the new Gorilla experience In the Trail of The Kings! 

Now answer the following question correctly 
and you could win a family Ticket to 
Ckessinyton World of Adventures 
question: Which of these animals are you likely to 
encounter in Chessinf ton's ‘Trait of The Kings’? 

a) dogs b) cats c) gorillas 

Send your answer on a postcard to: 

The GangPtank Ctuh\ Navy News , NWS Nelson, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants POT 3NN 
Closing Pate Hr Entries - 4th May 2001 


Chessington World of Adventures 

Open frcMn Friday 30 th March lo Sunday 28 fb October 2001 

Opening times 10am - 5/6pm daily 

Advanced booking & information liner 0870 444 7777 
* fQfl FULL details check our - www.cfit&singtofl.cem 
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May 4, 1941: HMS Hood, HMS Prince of Wales and the Bismarck 
are engaged in a deadly duel... 


THE BISMARCK 



SUDDENLY HMS HOOD SLOWS UP IN A HUGE F/KE0ALL A 
THOUSAND FEET HIGH. OUT OF NEARLY 1,500 MEN ON BOARD, 
THERE ARE ONLY THREE SURVIVORS. 



BUT TWO OF HER 14-INCH SHELLS HAVE DAMAGED THE 
BISMARCK , CAUSING SERIOUS LOSS OF FUEL AND REDUCING 
HER SPEED TO 2& KNOTS. LUTJENS IS FORCED TO MAKE FOR ST 
NAZAfRH TO MAKE KEPA1K5. 



NEXT THE PRINCE OF WALES IS HIT BY SHELLS FROM THE 
BISMARCK AND PRINCE EUGEN. ONE SMASHES INTO THE 
BRIDGE WITHOUT EXPLODING BUT ALL ARE KILLED EXCEPT CAPT 
LEACH AND A SIGNALMAN. 



SHE IS FORCED TO WITHDRAW TO THE SOUTH EAST UNDER 
COVER OF A HEAVY SMOKE SCREEN. 



ADMIRAL TOYEY BELIEVES THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY TO STOP HER REACHING THE FRENCH COAST - HE ORDERS THE AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER HMS VICTORIOUS TO MOUNT AN AIR STRIKE. 


•v Birthday Congratulations! 


Priclf aig Anriuf son 
Lnuroncti Andrew* 
Emel Aiuk 
Georg*) Austin 
Joy Barlow 
Luke Bartlett 
Clmsluphef Bud 
Steven Blukftmore 
SubrtellB Boswell 
Ellen Braulo 
Marrhuw Brierloy 
Jonathon RuHnrd 
James Chadwick 
Tom Cheek 
Emily Chi|ifierfiet(f 
Ewan Christie 
Victoria Cleydon 
Matthew Clayton 
Leo Cooper 
Jessica Cawley 
Beniamin Crendon 
Jack Creadon 
Paul Crandon 
Surifl Cross 
Gary Davies 
Damien Day 
Shetri Day 
Stephen Dear 
Emily Diaper 
Jason Dowdell 
Glenn Drewety 
Laura Dunk 
Andrew Evens 
Claudia Fiiccsnda 
AIok Frnmpton 
Jack Francis 
Marcus Freeman 
David Fry 
James Hadden 
Michael Hadley 
Shane Harris 
Guy Hart 
Felix Healey 
Daniel Heath 
Chino Hendiy 


K.iylcc Herbert 
James Howard 
Martin Higgs 
Tahira Higman 
Lewis Hiller 
Bronwen Hopkins 
Francesca Ingram 
Matthew Irmas 
George Jarvis 
Jonathan Jearwiguol 
Sarah Johns 
Ryan Johnson 
Hannah Jones 
Terri Jones 
Matthew Kendrick 
Jay Kimhnr 
Samantha Kirk 
Andrew Knapper 
Seen Knox 
Isabel Lest 
Alexander Lews 
David Leighton 
Ross til ley 
Sarah Lockte 
Chloa Martin 
Kayleigh McKesver 
Hannah Memo 
Alexander Morrell 
Jason Mills 
Tony Mi I oh o Ison 
Daniel Morton 
David Murphy 
Karl Murray 
Nicola Noltidgo 
James Parker 
Harry Parmfey 
Marina Parnell 
Joseph Payno 
Dean Perry 
Kayleigh Phipps 
Samuel Primer .1 
Ben Pullen 
Christopher Rands 
Canid Id Rawlings 
Phillip Reynohfs 


Angharad Richards 
Beniamin Richmond 
Katie Ritchie 
Emma Roberts 
Lloyd Robinson 
Lloyd Robinson 
Christopher Robson 
Christian Rooney 
Emma Rouse 
Caltum Rowe 
Samuel Ryan-Fessit 
Bon Schroeder 
Peter Sharp 
Gemma Shotbolt 
Andrew Shutlleworlh 
Danny Siqprs 
Beniamin Skelton 
Mark Smith 
Stephen Smith 
Arran Starling 
Rebecca Stelanou 
Jade Stevenson 
James Tatum 
Thomas Temple- 
Murrny 

Daniel Thomas 
Rachel Thomas 
Rebecca Thompson 
Jonathan Thor nr 

Soph re Timmins 
Sam Tyrrell 
Alice Vanns 
Thomas Vause 
Emma WestcoH 
Jamie Whollans 
Samuel Whiteley 
Lewis Whit mi! I 
Amy Wilkes 
Thomas Wilkes 
Sam Williams 
Kirsly Willis 
Luke Willis 
Ashley Wilson 
David Wrntlfe 
Luke Wright 


HOLLAND BOAT NO, 1 



The Royal Navy 
Submarine Service is 
100 years old this year! 

Thanks for aJI your fab 
stories, poems and drawings 
about Submarines, There's a 
great story from Samantha 
Tattam. well done! 

Don’t forget keep ’em coming, 
we'IJ be celebrating the 
Submarine all this year 1 



CELEBRATING THE 
INE CENTENARY! 


out on the 10th April. 

Dick Davis, from the Isle of 
Wight, has designed the new 
stamps. He also designed the 
impressive 1998 Lighthouse 
Stamps, They were voted the 
most popular set of that year. 


^SANS>UMio¥ 

1 ■ Please entail me ms m member of The Gang Plank Club. < ’ 
H / enclose a PO/chegtte (payable to Navy News) for: 
£4.2$ / year QSt - £7.50 2 year W traving £t) 


Blue Peter will be featuring 
the stamps soon but here’s 
Captain Plank's exclusive sneak 
preview! 


Name .... 
Address 


Write on for 100 years of the 
Submarine service! 

Everyone can take part in the 
Centenary celebrations of the 
Submarine Service. 


For a chance to win a 
presentation pack of these 
fantastic stamps look for the 
competition appearing in our 
May Junior Readers pages! 


........Postcode 

D.O,B ..Tel No ..... 

E-mail address ...... 

School attended...... 


There are lots of events 
happening all over the country. 

Watch out in your local 
newspapers and you can also 
log onto www msubmus co uk 
for a calendar of Events. 

One way we can all join in the 
celebrations is to write lots of 
letters and then send them 
with the new Royal Mail 
celebration stamps 
"Submarines 1 ’, These will be 



The new Royal Mail 
celebration stamps 
1 'Submar in* s’ 1 . 


Joined by: Parent H Grandparent “I Other ”l 

Do you have any Brothers “I Sisters “I Ages “I 

Special Interests: Sport n Music n Film/TV ~i 

Friends ~\ Reading ~1 

Send your completed form, together with a 
postal orde*Vchequ© for £4,25 or £7.50 to: 

‘The Gang Plank Club’ 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH 

cal! 023 9273 3556 or 023 9282 6040 (24 hr Answerphono) 

we will also accept payment by:- Visa, Della. Access, Mastercard 
Of Switch on orders of £5-00 or over 



4 



The White Ensign Association 

Telephone: 0207 407 8658 Web: www.whiteensign.co.uk 

Your Naval Charity providing free, friendly, unbiased help on finance, 

personal matters and employment 
The Gangplank Club' is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation 



































































































